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© The Tractors have obtained bigh Reputaticn 
at Bath, among Perſons of Rank and Underſtanding.” 
= + » © The Intelligence of owr Enquiries at the 
Bath Hoſpital excited great Commotions, accompanicd 
with Threats and Abuſe. A Counter-declaration was 
to be Signed by a great Number of very reſpe@atle 
Perſons,” Dr. Hay GAR TH. 


In Fact, it was often necefſary to play the Part 
of a Necromancer. « = « © The Patient curſed 
rhe ¶ fictitious] Tractors as the Cauſe of his accumulated 
Mijery.” - = - „ He was ſeized with a Tremor 
in bis Limbs, and fo violent a fhivering Fit, that it 
was judged prudent to deſiſt.” 
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Referring to the CASES cited in this Book, 


I hicbh will immediately enable the Enquirer to aſcert.cin 
. the Eer gers of the TRACTORS in a particular 


Diſeaſe. 


Burxs and Scalds, pages 2, 27, 28, 44, $I, $25 
947 95 

Contraction, 41; 99. 

Epileptic Fits, 25, 48, 92, 93, 116. 

Eryſipelas, 18, 21, 27, 30, 48, 49. 

Eyes, mflammations and pains in the, 3, 20, 31, 43s 
48, 90, 99, 104, 133, 135. 

Face, pains in the, with and without inflammations 
and tumefactions, 18, 40, 48, bo, 8a, 83, 89, 
94, 96, 99. | 

n 15, 39, 50, 54, 56, 64, 977 99, 106, 115, 
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Head, pains in the, 6, 39, 52, 73 323 84, 89, 91, 
94» 96, 99, 105, 132. 

Irritability bilious, 35. 

Kidney, pains in the vicinity of, 30. » 

Liver, ditto, 29. 

Neck, pain and ſtiffneſs in, 5, 116. 

Paralyſis, or Palſy, including numbneſs in the limbs, 
9, 21, 32. 

Pleuriſy, peripneumony and pains in the fide, 82, 
88, 94+ 

Punctured wound, 19. 

Quinſy, 81. . 1 

* 7 a 2 Rheumatiſm, 


iv INDEX, 


Rheumatiſm, acute and chronic, including lumbago 
and ſciatica, 1, 9, 14, 17, 31, 42, a6, 48, 50, 
4» 55» 57, 62, 66, 72, 74, 77, 73, 79, 80, Sa, 
3» 94» 96, 99, 103, 105, 106, 107, 112, 113, 
1147 132, 133, 134, 135» | 
Spaſmodic affections, 22, 35, 90, 91, 96. 


8 and contuſions, 25 13, 26, 39, 43, 44, 46, 84, 

9. 

Stings and bites of venomous inſects, 18, 24, 40. 

Scrangury, 48, 116. 

St. Vitus's Dance, 34. 

E ns of, inability to ſwallow, 9, 10, 14, 
357 48. 

Throat, ſore and inflamed, 32, 96. 

Tooth-ach, 42, 46, 48, 52, 89, 94. | 

Tumors, painful and inflamed, including boils, 2, 18, 
35, 40, 52, 60, 61, 63, %s 65. 

Whitlow, 83. 
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Ankles and feet, inflammations in, 129. 
Contuſions, 122, 125, 129. 

Enlargement and lameneſs in the Knee, 130. 
Eyes, inflammations of, 125, 130. 

Sprains, 120, 122, 126. 

Wound in a tendon, 126. 


Sheep, inflammation in the udder of, 127, 
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ACAUTION. 


Auuons the various artifices which havebeen em- E 
ployed by certain intereſted perſons, I have to men- 
tion the mean attempt to circulate falſe TraQors, 
and, from the failure of theſe, to throw diſcredit 
on the diſcovery. Three inſtances of this kind have 
oecurred lately. Complaints having been made to 
me, that my Tra@ors would not cure the diſeaſes for 
which they are recommended, 1 was led to make 
enquiry reſpecting the caſes alluded to; and con- 
ceiving them fit ſubjects for the Tractors, I called 
on the patients to apply them myſelf. In both in- | 
ſtances I found they had been uſing counterfeit * 
Tractors. Had this not been diſcovered, the mann. | 
0 


3 


* 


*r 
of the Patent Tractors muſt have ſuffered extremely. 
In order, therefore, to inform the patient or pur- 
chaſer of the means of detecting this impoſition, it 
is neceſſary to (late that every genuine ſet is {tamped 
with the words © PERKINS PATENT TRAcTORS;“ 
but as this may be counterfeited, I have had the 
precaution to accompany each with a paper of 
directions, at the bottom of which is a receipt for 
the five guineas, numbered and figned in the hand- 
writing of the Patentee, © Brxjamin DoCGLas 
Perkins; to counterfeit which, it is unneceſſary 
to add, is felony. As many innocent artificers and 
tradeſmen, from not Kaowing the nature of my 
Patent, which ſecures every pollible external ap- 
plication of the metallic influence, may be led into 
a violation of the law, by making ſomething of a 
different ſhape, &c. it is proper to inform them that 
they are equally liable to damages as their employ- 
ers. The foilowing is an extract of my Patent, 
which is granted by his Majeſty, aud upon which 
is ſtamped the Great Seal of England : a 

« WE do ſtrictly recommend that no perſon or 
perſons, during the continuance of this our Letters 
Patent | fourteen years] either directly or indirectly, 
make, ufe, or put in practice the faid invention, or 
any p irt of the ſum, or in otherwiſe counterfeit, 
imitate, or reſemble, or ſhall make, or caufe to he 
made. any addition thereto, or ſubtraction from 
the ſame, without the direct conſent and agreement 
of the fail BexjJamin DoucLas PER&1Ns, his 
heirs, aſſigns, &c. in writing, under his or their 
hands and feal, upon ſuch pains and penalties as 
may be juſtly inflited upon ſuch offenders for their 
contempt of this Our Royal Commands ; and further 
to be anſwerable to the ſaid Bexjawurx DovcLas 
PRHRRKINS, his heirs, affigne, &. for his or their 
damages thereby occaſioned.“ 
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Ix my laſt volume, “ Fxperiments with the Meotalli- 
Traf#tors at Copenhagen, and in Englani,”” I intimated 
my intention of forming ſome arrangement ſor 
extending the benefit of the Metallic Practice to 
the poor gratis. This being now completed, thoſe 
ladies and gentlemen, reſident in London, who 
have purchaſed the Tractors, are reſpectfully re- 
queſted to recommend ſuitable patients among 
that uſeful claſs, ſervants, labourers, &c. &c. 

In this place it is proper alſo to remark, that 
having met with numerous inſtances, where cures 
were not effected, fur want of a proper knowledge 
of the mode of uſing the Tractors, and of the 
diſeaſes ſubject to their influence, which the laſt 
printed directions did not ſufficiently explain, I 
have thought neceſſary to iſſue others more explicit. 
Theſe are now publiſhed, and will be delivered to 
thoſe Purchaſers of the Tractors, who will have 
the goodneſs to apply. 


Pexkixs's GENUINE PATENT METALLIC 


TracToRs, with all neceſſary directions for uſing 


them in form, as mentioned above, may be had, at 
Five GuINEAS THE SET, of Mr. PrRkIxs, the 
Proprietor and Patentee, No. 18, Leiceſter-ſquare. 
Attendance at home till three o'clock. Patients 
abroad viſited afterwards. 

They may be had alſo of Mr. FRED ERIC Smith, 
Chemiſt and Druggiſt, in the Haymarket, London; 


of Mr. BENIAuIN Bray, Chemiſt and Drug- 


gilt, Sunderland, Durham; M of C.C. 
LaxcwoRTHY ®*, M. D. of Bath. 22 FDA 


Since the caſes in the latter part of will book 
were printed off, this gentleman has been honoured 
with a diploma of Doctor of Phy ſic. | 


—— — —— —— 
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PRELIMINARY 


OBSERVATIONS. 


S every member of Society receives many be- 
nefits from the inventions and l-bours of 
others, each in his line, it undoubtedly becomes a 
duty to uſe every effort in, his power to repay the 
obligation. It is generally acknowledged that there 
is no object ſo intereſting to mankind as the diſco» 
veries of ſuch remedies as may tend to enlarge the 
bounds of Phyſic; nay, the great BoxxHaave, im- 
preſſed with the truth of this opinion, did not heſi- 
tate to alert, that the invention of a new remedy 
would be of more real value to our ſpecies, than the 
diſcovery of the mines of Mexico: at all events it 
will be allowed, that it ſhould be deemed a culpable 
filence to withhold any new method, more effectual 
than thoſe already known, for the removal or mitt» 
gation of any diſeaſe ;—efpecially when the fair ap- 
plication of ſuch remedy has proved ſucceſsful. It 
muſt not be ſaid, that time ſhould be taken to gain 
more ample experience; for, let it be conſidered, 
that he who waits for an opportunity to do much at 
once, may breathe out his life in idle wiſhes, and 
barren zeal, This is the warning of wiſdom againſt 
lingering timidity; and ſuch conſiderations have em- 
boldened me to publiſh a portion of the numerous 
cures performed by the Metallic Tractors, founded 
on the validity of indiſputable facts. 
Whoever confiders the different ſpecies of mine- 
rals concealed in the bowels of the earth, and the 


vegetables 


F ²˙ w rr ͥ , 
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vegetables that cover its ſurface, whoſe medical | 


virtues are entirely unknown, as they never have 

been applied either ro the purpoſe of healing the 

human or brute kind, will not eafily believe that the | 

Art of Medicine has arrived at its utmoſt limit ; but ; 

rather that there till iemains a large field for culti- 

vation and improvement. © It is greatly to be re- 

gretted,” ſays Dr. Biuack, © that even medical and j 
l 
| 
| 
| 


ſurgical knowledge, in the cure of corporeal infit - 
mities, and in the prevention of mortality, is very 
far remote from perfection, and that important im- 
provements are reſerved for the preſent and future 
generations.” 
As theſe juilicious opinions are enterta ned by gen- 
tlemen of the firſt clats in the medical department, 
it is hoped that the Public will nut deem this publi- 
cation as intruſive, as the object of it is to explain 
the nature and tendency of the Metallic Practice, 
and to yindicate that Diſcovery from the attacks of | 
prejudice and ſ. inter. In order to accomplith this | 
4 


with as little expence of the time, and indulgence of 
the reader as poſſible, I have publiſhed a few Caſes, 
which perhaps may be found better calculated to 
explain and fatisfy any enquiry on the ſubject, than 
an expreſs treatiſe, compoted of mere obſervations. 
Some prefatory remarks, however, may be neceſſary, 


The Metallic Tractors have been ſubmitted to the 
Britiſh nation about eighteen. months ; and in that 
ſhort ſpace of time, relatively ſpeaking, have ac- 
quired:a degree of ſolid reputation, that may be ſaid 4 
to brighten from the colliſion of opponents; and to | 
have, in a manner, entirely diſſipated that cloud of 
prejudice which is always found to kang over any 
new invention ; for, as the Poet ſays, 


«© All nowcliics mu this expect, 
& If good, cur envy; bad, ngl:f.” 


As the-objeRions to this Practice, however, which 
| intereſt | ' a 
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intereſt (not ſlightly tinured with malevolence) has 
conjured up, might leave an improper impreſſion on 
the Public, if paſſed over ia ſilence, it is deemed 
neceflary to make a few remarks on them in the 
courſe of the preſent publication. The reader 1s 
requeſted to bear in mind, that it is very remate 
fram the writer's intention to involve one of the 
moſt eulightened claſſes of ſociety in one indiſcrimt- 
nate proſcription ; on the contrary, it would be the 
height of ingratitude to amit this opportunity of ac- 
knowledging the deep ſenſe which he entertains of 
the liberal and maiily couduct of ſome of the firſt 
taleats in the healing art towards him. 

On his firſt publication“ on the Diſcovery in 
this country, the fame men that ſtill endeavour 
to decry it, loudly proclaimed it, with oracular 
voice, “ a groſs impoſition ; the teſtimonies adduc- 


ed therein all forgeries, and the author an errant 


impoſtor, whoſe vb;et was, before his detection, 
to ſell out his right in the Patent, and be heard of vo 
more :”—a ſcvere charge, indeed; aud which, in 
juſt ce tothemſelves, they ought to have ſubſtantiated. 
The next attempt was to diſſeminate an opinion, 
that the Metallic TraQars muſt, in many caſes, have 
a very d>eterious tendency; as, © they certainly 
would repel the gout from the foot to the ſtomach!“ 
This charge, however, was of ſhorter date than the 
othcr; for one ſolitary inftance in ſupport of it 
could not be procured, though every info mation, 
on ſo important a point, was conrted : on the con- 
trary, the influence of the Tractors is to draw} 
the 
* See “ Influence of the Metallic Tractors,“ 
publiſhed by J. Jous sor, Book ſeller, London. 
+ See the Cafes, page 12, Which were commu— 
nicated to Sir Josxpa Baxks, by AB. LawvksrT, 
Eſq; F. R. S. Vice Preſident of the Linncan So- 


| Ciety, & C. &c. 


XX PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 
the pain after them. Thus a pain in the thigh will 


foot, before it entirely ceaſes. 

The ſucceſs which uniformly attended the Prac- 
tice in every quarter, by thoſe who poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the Tractors, drew forth at length a reluctant 
acknowledgment, that cures were actually perform « 
ed; but, at the ſame time, to detract from the me- 
rit, it was pretended, that they onght not to be 
afcribed to any influence in the metals, but to the 
mechanical irritation of the points of the inſtru- 
ments. The abſurdity of the idea that any thing 
ſharp, like the points of the Tractors, ſhould im- 
part relief to a hurn, eryſipelas, or any very tender 
and acute inflammation, was too glaring to eſcape 
detection. Such applications muſt evidently increaſe 
the diſeaſe. If any advantage was to be derived 
from ſuch a practice, why not uſe a hard ſcratching 
bruſh, or a ſaw, c.? A ſimilar ſuggeſtion having 
been ſtarted in America, was thus animadverted 
upon by the learned Dr. Vaucuar, F. D. M. 8. 
M. P. M. S. &c. &c. which has ſince been pub- 
liſhed, at the requeſt of the Delaware Medical So- 
eiety :“ It is argued by ſome,” he ſays, © who 

are 


—_— 


PRI 


— — 


* The following Letter was addreſſed to Dr. 
VaVuOAN, by James TirtTon, M. D. Prefident 
of the Medical Society of the State of Delaware, on 
his conſenting to have the DPiſſertation publiſhed :; 


[For ſome extracts from this Diſſertation, ſee “ In- 


fluence of Metallic Tracters,“ page 90. 
% Dear Sir, 

„% Tam glad you have at length overcome the re- 
ſtraints of diffidence, by giving us your thoughts on 
Electricity, in explanation of Dr. PERKINS's Me- 
tallic Operation. That ſome general principle 

exiſts, 


follow the Tractors, if drawn from that part to the 
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are oppoſed to the Metallic Operation, that the effi. 
cacy of the Tractors depends merely on the counter- 
irritation produced by friction. I would aſk thoſe 


dogmatiſts, how metallic friction cures burns, or 


topical inflammation ? Does not the leaſt impreſ- 
ſion on an inflamed part produce pain, and world 

nor 
exiſts, which gives metals a powerful influence on 


the animal economy, is now univerſally acknow- 


ledged by philoſophers the muſt candid and beſt 
qualified to judge. Inſtead of involving Dr. Pra- 
Kis in thediſgrace of MEsMER, I apprehend we 
ought rather to contraſt the honeſt n with the rogue 3 
for, without art or affectation, Dr. Pzrx1xs barely 
diſcloſes uſeful fats, by means the moſt ſimple and 
caſy. 

« It muſt be confeſſed, however, that many re- 
je& our general principle: like infidels to the goſ- 
pel, they admit of no myſteries, and refuſe to be- 
lieve what they do not readily comprehend. Others, 
who acknowledge that a general principle pervades 
the animal economy; on whach the metals have in- 
fluence, nevertheleſs diſpute about what this nota- 
ble power may be. Both theſe claſſes of men ought 
to thank you. To the one you have given a reaſon 
they did not apprehend, and the other ſhould with 
for the beſt account known or well underſtood, 
For my part, I frankly confeſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied 
with the principle of ANIMAL ELEcTRICITY, 
until the phenomena are better explained by means 
of ſome other. | 

« By publiſhing to the world the thoughts you 
have digeſted and arranged on Animal Electricity, 
and the manner in which it explains the Metallic 


Operations, you will at leaſt invite diſcuſſion, and 


may profit with the reſt of your brethren by the 


event, With great reſpect, I am, dear Sir, 


„ Your friend and humble ſervant, 
% JaMEs TILTOX.“. 
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not friction augment the evil? Phlegmons, and 
ſome other topical inflammations, may often he re- 
moved by exciting a counter-1Tritation with bliſters, 
e.; but bliſters ſeldom anſwer any valuable pur. 
poſe in local inflammations, accompanied with ex- 
ceſſive action of the arterial ſyſtem, until the fevet 

is previouſly diminiſhed.” 
Having thus ſhiſted every ground of plauſible ob- 
jection, till they hed not a foot to ſtand on, they 
were at length driven to reſort to the atrial regions 
of 1MAG1NXAT10N | It canndt have eſcaped the recol- 
lection of the reader, that a practice, conſiſting of 
&n external proceſs, arreſted a conſiderable degree 
of public attention in Europe, ſome years fince, un- 
der the name of Animal Magnetiſm, that it was 
_ eventually exploded on the ground, that it produced 
effects only through the medium of the imagination. 
The uninformed order of ſociety, whoſe feeble 
- minds may be ſail to be at the mercy of any im- 
— may be eafily brought to think themſelves 
nefited, and in ſome inftances really have derived 
relief in certain pains and nervous affections from 
the mere force of imagination. It is thereforenow 
attempted to aſcribe the cures performed by the 
TraRors to the influence of this medium. I ſhould 
ſcarce feel my ſelf called on to take any notice of 
this fatile pretenſion, if I were merely addreſſing my- 
ſelf to thoſe who had witneſſed the effects of the 
Tractors, and the nature of their cures ; but as thoſe 
who nA, have not ſo good evidence as thoſe who 
SEE, it may be neceſſary to ſay a few words on this 
ſubje&, merely to prevent any miſrepreſentation. 
It is hoped that a few plain facts will abundantly ſa- 
tisfy thoſe who ſincerely wiſh tv aſcertain the truth, 
how far this remedy is indebted to the powerful 
workings of imagination, as its opponents have in- 
duſtriouſly infinuated. It is demonſtrated, ſo far as 
a medical fact will admit of demonſtration, that tbe 
8 Tractor 


wan © 
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Tra Jon are Fuel in caſes where the imagination 
can have no poſhtle influence, ſuch as epileptic fits, diſeaſes 
ef infants, and even in the brute creation, ſuch as hor ſes, Oc. 3 
that they reduce tumors, and ally mflammations ſn ſenſi- 
bly, that the change is viſit le, and that in perſons who have 
evinced great prejudices againſt them; that the preſence 
of oily ſubſtances on the parts affeAted, reſiſt the in- 
fluence and prevent their efficacy, Where aſſerti- 
ons, involving a fat of conſiderable magnitude, are 
advanced, it is reaſonable to expect that ſuch aſſer- 
tions ſhould be ſupported by proofs, In compli- 
ance with ſo rational an expectation, I muſt beg 
leave to refer the reader to the numberleſs ſtate- 
ments, which have been made to that effect. To 
ſave him, however, as much trouble as poſſible, about 
one hundred and fifty caſes from the firſt literary 
characters in Europe and America may be conſulted, 
in which one or other of theſe obſervations are ſub. 
ſtantiated in the following pages; 2, 3, 4s 5, 9, 103; 
12, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 3m, 33» 35s 39» 40, 43, 44» 46, 48, 49, 50, Sty 
5a, $4» 58, 66, 59, 60, 62, 63, 64, 65, 74, 79, 81, 
83, 84, 85, 89, 90% 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 
99, 101, 103, 104, 106, 112, 114, 116, 119, 120, 
122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 133, 
135 | 

Can theſe cures be aſcribed to an operation of the 
imagination? If infants are capable of ſuch mental 
exertions, why have they been kept mewling and 
puking in their nurſes lap,“ and not called to act 
their part in the cabinet and in the field? Is it be- 
lieved, as ſome hair-brained philoſophers of old haye 


aſſerted, that a patient, during a fit of epilepſy, holds 


communication with immortals, and that his imagi- 
nation is in conſequence irradiated, and rendered 
tenfold more powerful ? Does the horſe pofleſs the 


anima ratimalis, hitherto conſidered as excluſively 
belonging to man? elſe why has he been driven 


into 
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into the degrading ſphere in which he moves; diveſt- 
ed of the privileges aiſigued him at the creation, and 
not allowed to figure in the page of hiſtory amongſt 
the poets, philoſophers, and politicians of the world? 
Are there any ſoporific qualities in oily and adipoſe 
ſubſtances to ſtupify the imagination, diveſt it of its 
powers, and render it inert ? Can an operation on 
the mind be employed to the important purpoſe of 
removing the inflammation and ſwelling in the gout, 
acute rheumatiſm, ſtings of venomous inſets, con- 
tuſions, boils, ſcalds, burns, and the long catalogue of 
ſimilar topical affections? The affirmative of all 
theſe propoſitions muſt be ſubſtantiated, before it 
can be pretended, that the imagination is the medium 
through which the Tractors perform their cures. 
Another obſervation, in proof of this already de- 
monſtrated propoſition, cannot be required by the 
candid or intelligent, and the ſubject, it will be 
conceived, might therefore with propriety be dife 
miſſed. Upon the writer, however, there are 
duties impoſed which warrant him in entering 
into further explanations. The cunning artifi- 
ces employed to diſcredit the Diſcovery, throw 
odium on its author, and “ make him a fixed figure 
for the time of ſcorn to point his ſlow unmoving 
finger at,“ now, if ever, demand expoſition. Dr. 
PRREKINSs, the inventor of the Metallic TraRors, is 
no more! a few months ſince, he devoted his 
life to the cauſe of beneyolence and humanity “. 

An 


7. — 
— 


* It is probably known to moſt of thoſe into 
whoſe hands this book may fall, that Dr. EL Isa 
Perx1Ns, the author of this Diſcovery, laſt autumn, 
1799, fell a victim to that deſtructive malady the 
yellow fever, at New York. Poſſibly it may not 
be unacceptable to the reader to be made acquainted 
with ſome of the circumſtances of the life of a man, 


Who 
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An affectionate ſon, who holds his father's reputation 
dearer than his own, muſt feel his injuries keenly 
indeed, and would not be entitled to that honourable 
appellation, if he neglected to redreſs them. I have 
therefore to ſolicit indulgence, while I enter a lit- 
tle more into the merits of the queſtion before us, 
and as the imagination is the only objection harped 

upon 
who has brought to light ſo extraordinary a Diſco- 
very in the phyſical world. He was the ſon of Dr. 
Joszyn PRREKINS of Norwich, Connecticut, one 
of the moſt eminent and extenſive practitioners, for 
abovt forty years, in the State in which he reſided, 
He died at the age of go, in the year 1795, leaving 
four ſons, two of whom were alſo phyficians. Dr, 
EL1sHna PERK1NS, the eldeſt of theſe, after he had 
completed his ſtudies, and qualified himſelf for en- 
tering on his profeſſion, ſettled at Plainfield, in the 
county of Windham, where he was ſoon engaged in 
an extenſive practice. Applications were then made 


to him to take medical pupils; and for twenty 


years he admitted as many as he could do juſtice 
to. For a long period he was annuilly elected 
chairman of the Medical Society of Windham 
County, and generally the firſt repreſentative in the 
ConneRicut Medical Convention, of which he was 
a Fellow. In the courſe of the laſt ſeventeen years, 
he accidentally met with a phenomenon, which ſug- 
geſted a metallic influence on the animal body. With 
a view of turaing it to ſome uſeful purpoſe, he in- 
ſtantly commenced and proſecuted a courſe of expe- 
riments, which conſiſted on the application of vari- 
ous metals, and compounds of metals, to diſeaſes. 
Theſe, however, for many years, added but little to 
the information he obtained from the firſt obſerva. 
tion. The extreme 2 Ce attending the reſult 
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upon at preſent, my remarks will be chiefly dire. 
ed to the correction of that error. 
After ridicule, and affectation of contempt for ſo 
% paltry a medical projet,” had heen tried without 
ſucceſs. to diſcredit the Metallic Practice, recourſe is at 
length had to the more ſpecious pretext, expcriment, 
To this it is, that the attention of the reader is now 
particularly ſolicited. Nothing is leſs difficult, than 
to procure and ſtate caſes which may produce con- 
vidion 


of all his experiments, ſometimes almoſt inclined 
him tothink his ſuppoſed Diſcovery was all a fallacy, 
and the effects aſcribable to imagination. In the 
year 1796, however, he acquired ſome new ideas 
on the ſubject, which led to the Diſcovery of tLe 
unequivocal influence of certain metallic ſubſtances 
an diſeaſes, and the invention of the Metallic Trac- 
tors. This was inſtantly communicated to ſome of 
nis beſt friends, who adviſed him, without delay, to 
apply for a Patent. As he had a large family, and 
his affairs confiderably embarraſſed, in couſequence 
of neglecting the uſual calls of his profeſſion, in the 
proſecution of this his favourite object, added to 
ſome pecuniary ſacrifices in eſtabliſhing a public ſe- 
minary for the education of youth, he was perſuaded 
to adopt the meaſure, and accordingly repaired 
to Philadelphia, the ſeat of government, where a 
Patent was granted to ſecure the benefit of the Diſ- 
covery. The hoſpitals and other public inſtitutions 


of that city, were the theatres of ſome of his firſt __ 


experiments. The reputation, which the practice 
has ſince gained, cannot be better conceived, than 
by obſerving the numerous communications of the 
literary characters in all parts of the United States 
in its f2v2ur (ſee page 37.) In America, as in Eng- 
land, it has not eſcaped the cl.mors of intereſt, ig- 
norance, and prejudice. 


Whe n 
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viction in the mind of a ſuperficial obſerver, that 
the effects, which follow an application of the Trac- 
tors, are not produced by any property in the metals. 
Such caſes, with that view, have been procured and 
induſtriouſly circulated, not only through the me- 
dium of converſation, but in medical ſocieties, and 
even in public print. Theſe confiſt of trials of 
other ſubſtances than thoſe of the Tractors, on a 

certain 


When the yellow feyer began to devaſtate the 
large cities of America, he entertained the idea, 
that, amongſt other remedies, | ſufficient trials had 
not been given to powerful antiſeptics, and, as he 
conceived it the duty of a medical man, to run every 
hazard where the leaſt ray of hope beamed, he re- 
ſolved on viſiting the diſorder, Accerdingly in 1798, 
on receiving an invitation ſrom the Board of Health 
at New London, where the fever was raging, he 
repaired thither, and thought be witneſſed good ef- 
fects from a preparation of common vinegar, ſatu- 
rated with marine ſalt, or muriate of ſoda, and di- 
Inted with three- fourths its quantity of hot water 
and adminiſtered warm ; a remedy, which he had 
previouſly uſed with great ſucceſs in the dyſentery 
and ſcarlatina anginoſa, which had been very pre. 
valent and fatal in the New England States ſome 
years before [See an account of his practice in the 
Philoſophical Magazine for December 1798, in a 
letter from Dr. OLIVER. ] But, as the fever had 
nearly ſubſided on his arrival, he did not meet with 
caſes enough to authorize any thing concluſive- The 
diſeaſe til] remaining at Boſton, a diſtance of about 
an hundred miles, he inſtantly went o that city, 
and notified the poor that he would attend them 
gratis There, however, from the iateneſs of the 
ſeaſon, he had not an opportunity of putting any 
5 cena . remedy 
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certain deſcription of perſons, affected with pain, 
who reported that they were reheved, Here I 
beg to repeat what I have often had occaſion to re- 
mark, in my former publications, that if a medical 
man can be allowed to fele& his patients, he may 
$0 through an hoſpital, and, by obſerving due 1o- 
mnity, and inſpiring the neceſſary confidence in 
his remedy, he may make the patients generally 
declare 


remedy to the teſt. During the laſt ſummer, 1799, 
at the uſual ſeaſon for the commencement of the 
diſorder, with an anxious wiſh to be inſtrumental in 
diſcovering ſome ſucceſsful. remedy againſt that 
growing calamity; unmoved by the folicitations 
of his friends, he again left his place of reſidence 
in Connecticut, and viſited New York, about two 
hundred miles diſtant. That city ſoon prefented a 
ſcene of deſolation and deſpair, and when the in- 
habitants were flying in every direction, and with 
them, many of the faculty; he reſolved on continue 
ing, and even notified in the public papers his wil. 
lingneſs to viſit in any parts of the city, all indiſcri- 
minately who ſhould apply. This of courſe imme- 
diately overwhelmed him in buſineſs, and more 
eſpecially, as medical aſhſtance was hardly poſſiblo 
to be prucured, particularly by the poor, who reſid- 
ed in the moſt unhealthy fituations. He, however 
withſtood the immenſe fatigue, neceflarily ariſing 
from ſo many applications in that intenſely hot ſea- 
fon, for about four weeks, when, on the ad of Sep- 
tember, he was himſelf alſo taken ſick, and being 
previouſly worn out with attendance on others, he 
ſurvived only five days, and diedat the age oſ fixty-one. 
It may not be deemed the part of anafteionate ſon 
to give his father's profeſſional character, or the merit 
of thoſe-atterpts-at relieving the diſtrefled. Of the 
former, as a phyſician, the reader will 3 
* A : | 97 


PRELIMINARY oBtSERVATIONS, XXIR 


declare they have experienced relief, (I do not ſay 
that they will be cured, or that any viſible effect 
will be obfervable on the part affected) and this ſhall 
be done with either a ſtick, ſtone, brickhat, ſxewer, 
pipe-ſtem, or indeed without any thing but his bare 
finger. 1 ſhall not inſult the reader's underſtand» 
ing by urging, what muſt be evident to every per- 
ſon, that experiments on hoſpital” patients on this 
account are far lefs ſatis factory than thoſe on per- 
fons of rcſpettabilicy in private practice, where the 
character of the patient, as well as the diſeaſe, is 
better known | ſee Dr. PrARxsox's report of Ex- 
periments in St. George's Hoſpital, page 66. ] In- 
deed no declaration of relief from the poor cre- 
dulous paupers in a hoſpital, ought to be admitted 
as evidence in this practice, unleſs there is a vile 
proof to the by- ſtander of the alteration ; ſuch as 
the ſubſiding of inflammations, tumefaRions, &c. 
It has ever been my cuſtom, when I have met gen- 
flemen at the poor-houſes or hoſpitals to try the 
efficacy of the Tractors, if cafes of this deſcription 
could not be met with, to endeavour, by all poſſible 
means, to impreſs on the patient an idea cf the 
fimplicity of the remedy; that poflibly he would. 
receive 
* : N 
97) a letter from his Excellency, the Chief Juſtice 
of the United States, who was a native and a reſi- 
dent of the fame State with the Doctor; and another 
page 98) from the Secretary and Fellow of the 
merican Philoſophical Society. If the ſolicitude 
expreſſed in the Buletin of Health at his illneſs, 
which it unmeviately announced in an unuſual man- 
ner, and the ſubſequent ſenſations evinced, when 
its termination was ttated, be any criterion for 
jadging on the ſecond head, his death was lamented 
as of one whe had devoted his life to the cauſe of 
t.urnanity, and enriched the healing art with one of 
her molt important remedies. „ 
b 3 
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receive no benefit; and, if ſo, by no means to ſay 
that he had. This is the only method which may 
authorize a probability that the reports may be re- 
lied on. Numerous caſes, where ſuch relief was 
reported, have been communicated to me; but, 
unleſs a cure was effected, or ſome ſtriking incident 
was obſervable, they have ever been regarded as 
unworthy as evidence; nor will any ſuch caſes de 
found in the following pages. To perſuade patients 
of this claſs to declare, that they are relieved, and 
even to think ſo, nothing more is neceſſary than to 
impreſs on their minds a favourable opinion of the 
remedy, to induce them to believe that thouſands 
have been cured by the ſame wonderfully efficacious 
means, and they will be very ready to acknowledge 
that thcy begin to feel what others have previouſly 
experienced. It is this trick which has been played 
off on Fi litiaus Tra&ors, and public hoſpitals have 
been ſought as the beſttheatre where ſuch experiments 
ought to be exhibited; and under circumſtances too 
which are replete with illiberality and injuſtice. It is 
due to truth and the Diſcovery to ſtate, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the very fair, and, ia every reſpect, ho- 
nourable propoſals ever made both by my friend 
Doctor LAN WORT U; and myſelf, not only in our 
converſation, but in our publications; and our very 
earneſt deſire of witneſſing any trial or trials, which 
ſhould be made, with the Tractors, with a view of 
aſcertaining their merits, it has never been thought 
proper to admit either of us to be preſent on theſe oc- 


caſions !! Who canread Dr. Lax6worTHY's very 


honourable propoſals“ ¶ ſee page 86 of this Book K 
an 

* It is impoſlible to read Dr. LAN GWOoR TRY S3 
Tract without bearing teſtimony to his candour, and 
the favourable propoſitions he holds out to medical 
men to alliſt him in ſubjecting the Practice to a fair 
teſt, This could not but be acknowledged by . 
who; 


: 
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and believe than an aſſemblage of medical men 
ſhould go to an hoſpital in Bath, with the fee 
purpoſe of candidly examining the merits of the 
Tractors, by the teſt of fair experiment, and cauti - 
ouſly avoid giving him, or Dr. O'CoxxELL, who 
was alſo an advocate for the Tractors, and who, 
it was publicly known, would have readily attended 
on ſuch an occaſion, any intimation of their inten- 
tions? If it was thought that the Practice could 
not ſtand the inveſtigation, and that the world 
ſhould be appriſed of the fact, would it not have 
been more ſatis factory to the Public, to have it 
ſtated, that the experiments were made in preſence 
of one of the adyocates of the remedy, and, after 
every fair chance, it could not be proved to have me- 
ritz? Dr. LaxcworTar, or Dr. O'CoxSNELL, it 
was known, would be ſolicitous to fee that caſes 
were fairly ſelected, and experiments fairly made, 
as well as reported. | 
But the tranſaction here alluded to, has juſt been 
preſented to the world by the actors in the farce; 
and a work is publiſhed, with the profeſſed views of 
arreſting . a popular illuſion.” Were I not liable 
to damages, for publiſhing what is ſecured by copy» 
Tight to another, 1 ſhould comply with the advice of 
my friends, and immediately have that publication re- 
printed, with a few comments, and fold at a trifling 
expence, with a view of giving general circulation to a, 
work 


— K 


— 


who, ona former occaſion, had even treated this ſub- 
ject with ſcepticiſm: They ſay, © Dr. LANC WwOR- 
THY is ſettled at Bath, and, with a view of giving 
opportunities to the medical practitioners of that 
place to eſtimate the real value of the Tracters, he 
offers his aſſiſtance to any paupers in the hoſpital, 
and propoſes operating in preſence of their medical atten- 

darts. This is certainly candid,” 
Britiſh Critic, for April 1799. 
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work which I regard as the moſt conclufive evidence 
of the efficacy of the Genuine Patent Metallic Trac- 
tors that has yet been produced, when taken in its 
Juſt point of view. Under this impreſſion, I now E 
feel the propriety of earaeſtly requeſting thoſe who * 
have not a Knowledge of the treatment this Diſco- 
very receives, and the exertions made to diſcredit 
it, to read the tract in queſtion. The more effec- 
tually to obtain a correct idea of the merits of the 
Caſes therein adduced, in ſubſtantiat ing what is pro- 
poſed, it will be abſolutely neceſſary that the pre- 
ſent pamphlet be examined at the ſame time, that 
the nature and tendency of the Caſes in each 
may be readily aſcertained, for in this conſiſts the 
material circumſtance. As the publication juſt _ 
mentioned 1s uſhered into light under a name high 
on the liſt of medical fame, and as it is the elaborate 
reſult of twelve month's induſtry, it muſt be regarded / 
as containing the whole phalanx of evidence which 
is to attack and deal the fatal blow to this © popular 
Wuſion, which has ſo wonderfully prevailed and 
ſpread ſo rapidly.“ Here follows the title“ Of 
the Imagination as a Cauſe and as a Cure of Difarders of 
che Body; exemplified by Fiftitious Tractors and Epide- 
ical Convulſions. Decipimur ſpetie, Hor, By Jonn 
HaycarTH, M. D. price One Shilling, 44 f. . 
The communications which Dr. H. was enabled to 
Procure amount, in toro, to Two in number! one 
from a Mr. Ric HARD SMITH, a Surgeon, in Briſ- 
tol; and the other from the Doctor h&imſe/f. Theſe, 
with his own obſervations upon them, muſt be the 
ſubjeR of a brief analyſis. | 

© The Tractors,“ ſays our Author, page 2, 
« have obtained ſuch high reputation at Bath, even 
among perſons of rank and underflanding, as to re- 
quire the particular attention of phyſicians.” After 
obſerving that trials ſhould be made with the true 
and falſe TraQors, ſuch as wood, &c. n —— 
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ſecret from the patients, he proceeds to ſtate, that, 
with ſome ther phyſicians, “ he contrived two 
wooden Tractors, of nearly the ſame ſhape as the 
Metallic, and painted, to reſemble them in colour“ 
(page 3-) With theſe, on the 17th of January, 
1799, they went to the General Hoſpital in Bath, 
and « five Caſes were choſen of chronic rheumatiſm 
in the ankle, knee, wriſt, and hip. One of the pa- 
tients had alſo gouty pains. All the affected joints, 
except the laſt, were ſwelled, and all of them had 
been ill for ſeveral months“ (page 3.) A detail is then 
given of the effects of wooden Tractors. They made 
all the patients, excepting one, ſay their pains were 
relieved; but here let me add, neither in theſe 
five Caſes, nor in a fingle one, publiſhed in the 
whole book, is it pretended, that a TUMoR was 
leſſened; that an INFLAMMATION was removed ; or 

uf 4 CURE n wieguivocally eff:fed, even on theſe 
eveak-mind d patient, by their Fictitiaus Tractars ! ! 
And yet Dr HANYOAARTAH has the temerity to infer 
from theſe five Cates, that “ it need not be re- 
marked how completely the trial illuſtrates the na- 
ture of this popular illuſion, which has ſo wonder» 
fully prevailed and ſpread ſo rapidly :” and again, 
te this evidence is not inferior to what is alledged 
in favour of the true Tractors !! (page 5). Reader, 
after the Caſes before you in this book, I ſhould 
affront your underſtanding did I give myſelf the 
trouble to prove the palpable falſehood of this auda- 
cious declaration. —And now ſee what meaſures 


our author himſelf acknowledges are neceſſary to 


make the poor credulous panpers in the hoſpital 4e e- 
lie ue themſelves immediately and three remarkably 
relieved by the falſe Tractors:“ which ſeem to be 
given as a fly hint to other phyſicians who may alſo 


be deſirous of playing off a ſimilar artifice upon the 


TraQors. “If any perſon would repeat theſe ex- 
periments, ie ſhould be dove with due ſolemmity. Dur- 
uk b 5 ing 
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ing the proceſs, the wonderful cures which this re- 
medy is ſaid to have performed, ought to be parti- 
cularly related. Without theſe indiſpenſible aids, 
other trials will zo: prove ſo ſucceſsful as thoſe which 
are above reported]! | page 4.] Is there a ſingle 
poſſeſſor of the Patent Metallic Tractors in England, 
vrho has frequently uſed them, and will ſay that 
this fraud is neceſſary to make them perform cures ? 
even where theſe fictitious ones, with all this“ pre- 
caution,” have only drawn out from the patient an 
aſſent of relief Or will this impoſition, even if 
practiſed by the adroit Doctor who recommends it, 
be found to ſucceed on infants, horſes, or epileptic 
fits? 

The extreme ilhberality of this party, and 
the evident defign in not admitting Dr. LaxG- 
woRTHY or Dr. O'CoxNEL te be preſent, could 
not but awaken the-reſentment of every friend 
to ſcience, to humanity, and to truth. Even Dr. 
H. acknowledges, that it “ excited great commo- 
tion,” which he thinks proper to deſcribe as follows : 
« when the event of our enquiries at Bath was firſt 
communicated to the enthufiaſtic believers, (theſe, 
let it be recollected, are acknowledged to have been 
« perſons of rank and underftanding” ) in the effi- 
cacy of the Metallic Tractors, the intelligence x- 
cited great commions, accompanied with threats and 
abuſe. A counter declaration was to be ſigned by 
a great number of very reſpectable perſons ; but I 
felt much reluctance to provoke them to record their 
names as dupes of a popular deluſion, by which th 
might be expoſed to ridicule during life.” [ page 25. 
Without enlarging upon this modeſt ſuggeſtion, ſo 
devoid of conceit and vanity, this unparalleled bene- 
volence, in withholding from eternal difgrace the 
reputation of many very reſpeFable cburacters, or, 
railery aſide, this wanton abuſe of many of the firſt 
perſunages in the Britiſh nation, or without — 
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Dr. H's treacherous memory, when a little before 
(page 6,) he intimates that the publicatioa was de- 
ferred © with a view to obtain further and more 
deciſive obſervations on this ſubje&t;” I ſhall 
merely beg leave to ſtate this circumſtance myſelf. 
A nnmber of entlemen, among whom were ſe- 
veral of the fr nobility in the kingdom, who had 
2 purchaſed the Tractors, and obtained a 
nowledge of their real merits, either by ex- 
333 or impartial obſervation, were reſiding at 
ath when this tranſaction happened. Impreſſed 
with a due ſenſe of ſuch a flagrant violation of every 
principle of honour and juſtice, theſe exalted per- 
ſonage: came to the laudable reſolution, if the caſes 
ſhould appear in the public prints as was propoſed, 
of jointly expreſſing their diſapprobation of ſuch 
conduct, and of acquainting the public with the real 
circumſtances attending this diſingenuous proceed- 
ing. An apprehenſion of detection, and a with to 
procure, if p ſomething further againſt the 
Tractors, procraſtinated the publication, from Ja- 
nuary 1799 to the preſent time. As thoſe who 
then reſided at Bath, and who knew the circum- 
ſtances and obi, of thoſe tranſaRions, are, at this 
diſtance of time, chiefly ſcattered over the kingdom, 
conſequeatly it was well Known that it would he 
extremely difficult to procures the ſignatures to the 
refutation, and therefore the author, | in the interval, 
might hope to eſcape with impunity. 
Leaving Dr. H. for the preſent, I ſhall proceed 0 
his volunteer aſſiſtant, Mr. Rickard SwmiTH, of 
Briſtol, whoſe communication is introduced as 


follows ; “With a view to obtain further and more 


deciſive obſervations on the ſubjeR, this paper, [the 

Statement of the five Caſes in the Bath hoſpital ] 

accompanied with a pair of wooden Tractors, was 

ſent to two medical friends, to Sir W VW—_— 

ia London, and to Dr, . in Briſtol, requeſting 
b 6 that 
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that ſimilar experiments might be repeated in both 
of thoſe cities. The annexed letter from Mr. 
SM1TH was the fortunate reſult of this communica- 
tion.” [page 6.] It was indeed fortunate to be able 
to procure even one perſon who would permit his 
name to appear with Dr. HaycaktTH's, as con- 
cerned in ſimilar tranſactions. The two gentlemen 
to whom Dr. H. ſent his TraQors, his communica- 
tion, and in it, undoubtedly, many perſuaſive argu- 
ments to unite in his views, it ſeems, notwithſtand- 
ing, have thought proper to act a different part. 

ow ſee what a ſpecimen the new adventurer, 
Mr. Sui ru, immediately gives us of the candavr and 

difinterefledneſs with which he commenced his experi- 
ments, in the following Letter, addreſſed to Dr. Hav- 
GA RTM: 

« Sir, 

« Mr. Dvzzx ſome time fince communicated to 
me the contents of a letter addreſſed by you to Dr. 
M——. Conſidering it the duty of every regular 
practitioner to check the daring progreſs of empi- 
riciſm, 1 inſtantly volunteered my ſervices to aſſiſt in 
the deſign of inveſtigating the merits i2norantly 
aſcribed to Perkinean Electricity.“ [ page 6: Here 
follows a pretty harſh charge, which Mr. Sm1TH# 
undoubtedly ſuppoſed I ſhould hear without emo- 
tion, and, like the ſpaniel, lick the hand that gave 
the blow. « I ſincerely hope and truſt, that the 
re ſult of the experiments will open the eyes of the 
public to ſo groſs an impoſitign®.” | page 7.] We ow 

then 


—_— 


The weakneſs and the intemperate zeal of 
Mr. $1417Tx has a greater claim upon our pity than 
_ reſentment, At the very moment the writer was 
employed in theſe comments, he received the 
following Note from the Serretaty of the Royal 
Society=the firſt and moſt reſpectable * 

or 
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then a tedious detail of five caſes, treated by ficti- 
tious Tractors, formed chiefly of wood, the length 


of which precludes the poſſibility of an inſertion. 


In theſe caſes it is acknowledged that every arti- 
fice and deception was employed to work on 
the mind of the credulous patients. Some, in con- 
ſequence of the terror of his paw waws, were 
almoſt frightened to death, and the action upon 
them might well have warranted the apprehen- 
hon, that they might have been thrown into fits. 
A parade of eight medical men, it is conceived, 
will be readily admitted to be ſufficient to ſtrike 
terror and awe into the ſtonteſt heart, and to 
give ſpaſms in every muſcle, as was the caſe with 
ſome of the poor creatures who were the ſubjects 
of their experiments. 

Towards the cloſe of theſe caſes, Mr. Sutru 
drops the following (I muſt conceive it) wnguarded 


fact: Dr. Brooks, to whom I communicated 


theſe 


* a 


for the promotion of natural and uſeful knowledge 
A Society which recognizes only whatever may fall 
within the ſphere of philoſophic attract:on; and 
from whom, of courſe, it cannot be expected that any 
thing would flow that tended, in the remateſt degree, 
to notice the author of a © groſs impoſition,” or to 
countenance the © daring progreſs of empiriciſm.” 


To Mr. PERKINS. 
« Sir, 

&© The Royal Society have received your preſent 
of Experiments with the Metallic Tractors; and I 
am directed to return yon their thanks for the ſame. 

« T have the honour to be, Sir, 

« Your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 
| « E. W. Gravy. 
* Sec. R. 8.“ 
From the Apartments of the Royal 
Society, Somerſet Place, Strand, 
 Fanuary 16th, 1800. 
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theſe facts, lent me a pair of the real Patent Trafoy, 
for the purpoſe of trying them when my own fail. 
ed, but I declare, that in no inſtance whatever 
were they uſed”—(page 13). Is it poſſible that 
Mr. SmtTH could have entertained ſuch notions of 
the penetration of the public, as to have ſuppoſed 
there could even be found one weak enough to look 
to him for authority reſpecting the comparative me- 
rits of the rea patent, and his n ⁊ it ious Traftors, when 
he declares, that in no one inſtance whatever has he 
tried the former? But if the above acknowledg- 
ment was unguarded, what will be ſaid of the fol. 
lowing remark: „ All theſe caſes turned out ſo 
boppily, it may be. imagined they were ſelected, I 
declare, however, that they are the firſt that occur 
in the minute-book ; and, if I could imagine it ne- 
ceſſary to add more, there are ſeveral remaining 
equally ſucceſiful — (page 14). What! has the 
profeſſion come to ſuch a paſs, as that a medical man 
. dares publicly acknowledge that it is a © boppy” cir- 
cumſtance, becauſe it is favourable tn bi: intereſt, 
that his experiments, which were made to try the 
merits of a diſcovery before regarded as eminently 
ealculated to relieve the ſufferings of humanity, have 
proved it otherwiſe!!! Can there be doubts enter- 
tained of the object of this voluntary inveſtigation, 
when he calls ſuch reſults ſucceſsful. Ob! aui ſacra 
 fames quid non mortalia peclora cogis? But 


« There yet are ſome on whoſe dilated breaſt 
The heavenly dove of pity loves to reſt.” 


A little more from this gentleman, and we ſhall 
ſoon diſmiſs him. Then, reader, judge whether it 
is ſurpriſing that there ſhould have been produced 
on the poor victims expoſed to his tricks and im- 
poſture ſuch powerful operations, and often unfa- 
vourable ones, as is acknowledged in the 4th, 8th, 
and 1cth caſes, where he“ cauſed diſeaſes** inſtead 
of removing them; and indeed well nigh did injury 
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ty the patients, of which they afterwards with dif- 
ficulty recovered.- And will it not be apparent, that 
a man who ſhould commit theſe acts, and ſo abuſe 
the confidence placed in him by his ſuffering pa- 
tients, is more deſerving of the habitation of a mad- 
houſe, than the guardian of the lives of the ſick 
and afflicted ? «In fact, it wasoften neceſſary to play 
the part of a Necromancer, to deſcribe circles, ſquares, 
triangles, and half the figures of geometry, upon 
the parts affected, with the ſmall ends of the Trac- 
tors. During all this time we converſed upon the 
diſcoveries of Franklin and Galvani, laying much 
ſtreſs upon the powers of metallic points attracting 
even lightning, and conveying it to the earth 
harmleſs. To a more curious farce I never was 
witneſs; we were almoſt afraid to look each other 
in the face, leſt an involuntary ſmile ſhould re- 


move the maſk from our countenances, and diſpel 


the charm” —(page 17). Now, was there ever a 
more prepoſterous inference than that Mr. Sur n 
ſhou'd have regarded the reſults of theſe trials as 
unfavourab!e to the merits of my Patent Metallic 
Tractors, when,. with all theſe exertions on the 
imagination, he never, with his fictitious Tractors, 
unequivocally cured a diſeaſe, diſſipated an inflam- 
mation, or tumefaction!! Can an individual be 
found who will pretend that any of this Necro- 
mantial farce is neceſſary to enable the Patent Trado 5 
to cure the complaints which the Fif#iims ones 
frequently increaſed as re/:zeved ? Do the Patent Trac- 
tors make perſons. “ dread the operation fo much, 
that the patient requeſts it to be done in hed, 
and then produce a ſpaſm on his b:ceps flexor cubitt 5? 
page 12, caſe 4.) Do they cauſe the patient 
to © complain of their cutting him; induce the 
pains in his Knee to return with greater violence, 
ſo that he curſed the Tractors | the fictitious ones] as 
the cauſe of his accumulated miſery, and no intrea- 
ties could afterwards prevail upon him to make 

| another 
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another tiial?“ —(Caſe 8, page 21.) After their ap- 
plication, do we find that * in a few minutes he 
was ſeized with a tremor in his limbs, and ſo violent 
a ſhivering fit, that it was judged prudent to deſiſt ?”? 
wo(Caſe 10, page 23.) 


ut, in the publication before us, there is oxt 


CIRCUMSTANCE OBSERVABLE, EXTRAORDINARY 
INDEED. Were charity to account for it, ſhe would 
try to palliate it, by afcribing it alone to extreme apa- 
thy and negligence in our authors, in not paying the 
practice more attention before they ventured their 
obſervations on the world. What rigid juſtice would 
ſay was the cauſe, the reader may imagine, Can it 
be realized, that in this publication, which is pre- 
tended to be a faithful examination of the merits of 
Dr. PERKIRS's diſcoyery, there is not a ſingle ob- 
ſervation or hint which would lead a ſtranger to the 
ſubje& to ſuppoſe that the Tractors were ever re- 
commended to cure infants, epileptic fits, brute ani- 
mals, or even inflammations and tumefactions, of any 
deſcription ; and that my late publication, in which 
are cited many experiments on horſes, is not even 
mentioned !! The cafes adduced in Dr. H.'s book, 
while theſe facts remain nnknown, appear plauſible 
in the extremez and I defy any perſon, unac- 

nainted with them, to peruſe what he has pub- 
liſhed, with a ſuperficial eye, withont fecling a 


conviction that his reports are concluſive, and 


that the Metallic PraQtice is completely explod- 
ed. It therefore becomes the more expedient 
that the two books, as has been before ſuggeſt- 
ed, be examined at the ſame time, in order that 
the comparative merits of the cafes adduced in 
each may be fairly appreciated—in order to ſee 
whether, as Dr. HA OA Ta ventured to ſay of his 


experiments, that his © evidence is not inferior ro 


aw hat is alledged in favour of the true TraRors;” 
to ſee whether there is not even cautien obſeryable 
| 34 — to 
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to Keep the facts above mentioned behind the 
curtain. Nay, it ſhall not be my part to give an 
opinion of the vi-ws of Dr. H. in his remarks near 
the cloſe of his book, reſpecting his new diſcovery, 
that the imagination can produce effects on the hu- 
man body. I muſt not do that violation to reaſon, 
as to ſappoſe that the learned Dr. H. ſhould not have | 
before had a knowledge of this fat; and indeed 1 
that an operation on the mind will and has a thou- 
ſand times been recorded to produce greater effects } 
than thoſe he has ſtared. 
In the report of the French Commiſſioners at ; 
Paris, who inveſtigated the merits of Animal Mag- | 
netiſm (publiſhed by Johnſon, London,) which 1 
every man of letters o»gbt to have read, will be I 
found effects that not even our expert Necroman- 
cer“ could produce. There, however, as in his | 
own caſes, we ſhall not find that infants, horſes, 2 
epileptic fits, tumors, or inflammations, were cured, 1 
The real merits of the experiments publiſhed by | 
Dr. Hax AN Tu, perhaps cannot be better appree 1 
ciated-than by confronting them with thoſe in the | 
Diſpenſary at Sunderland (ſee page 132) on patients 
recommended by. the Lord Biſhop of Durnan, 
and others. We ſhall not find evinced m that great 
and worthy Prelate, or in the Phyſicians of the In- 
5 ſtitution, a predetermination to expoſe a popular de- 
* luſion,“ or a “ groſs impoſition.” The candid pro- 
ceedings alſo of the learned profeflors at Copen- 
hagen (ſee page 99) and their conſequent deciſions 
that “ there was no analogy between the Metallic 4 
Practice and Magnetiſm,” ought to excite a bluſh, if | 
its ſource is not blunted, ia my Bath and Briſtol 
allailants. _ 

Before this ſubje& of imagination is diſmiſſed, | 
the merits of theſe gentlemen's objection muſt be 4 
1 conſidered in one other point of view. And 
here let me aſk, why a remedy, which poſ- 
ſeſles | \] 

| 
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ſeſſes ſuch powers, which is capable of render- 
ing fuch ſervices, is not adopted? Can there be 
found, in human form, any baſe enough to abuſe 
the confidence repoſed in him, and, from motives 
palpably lucrative, prefer conſigning a patient to 
diteaſe and death, rather than adopt an innocent 
and ſimple operation on the mind, which wonld fo 
eaſily and expeditiouſly reſtore him to health. Why 
is the govr, the rheumatiſm; and the long catalogue 
of painſal topical affections, which reſiſt the pow- 
ers of medicine, permitted to wear away the hapleſs 
ſufferer, and render his days a ſeries of miſery and 
pain, when ſach an antidote exiſts. To believe 
that the imagination will perform the cures in the 
innocent manner which thouſands have atteſted are 
done by the Fatent Metallic Tractors, and nut to 
employ the imagination in preference to internal 
medicines, which at all times, it is admitted, are 
not adminiſtered without ſorne hazard, is a crime 
which, for the honour of human nature, it is ear- 
neſtly to be wiſhed, might be chargeable but to few. 
It undoubtedly has occurred to the reader that 
much unneceſſary trouble has been taken in this 
copious analyſis: ſo would the writer have con- 
ceived, had not theſe experiments made a great 
noiſe, and been circulated with inconceivable in- 
duſtry, todiſcredit the Metallic Tractors. That pri- 
vate method of circulation, viz. verbal communi- 
cation, while it afforded an opportunity for indi- 
vidual embec/liſhing, did not give me a chance of cor- 
recting and placing thoſe tranſactions in their juſt 
light; and now that their appearance upon paper 
has done ſo, I hope will plead my excuſe for giving 
them a diſcuſſion; and ſtill more ſo when it is re- 
flected that this attack comes from a quarter where 
every argument againſt the practice which ability, 
time, and opportunity could ſuggeſt, was certain 

to be produced. 
I am 
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; Lam very well aware that theſe experiments at Bath 
and Briſtol will be found in reality to have terminated 
ſo ſavourably to the genuine Patent Metallic Trac- 
tors, that attempts will be made to infinuate, as 
indeed has already been done in a certain medical 
circle, that there was colluſion between thoſe gen- 
tlemen and myſelf. But I poſitively declare that I 
never ſaw either of them in my life, and that I have 
never, directly or indirectly, had any communica- 
tion with them whatever. To ſave their reputation; 
they will undoubtedly make the ſame aſſeveration. 

In addition to this attack from Bath, I might men- 
tion that a, journal alſo, viz. the Monthly Review, 
has become the vehicle through which ſome perſon 
wittily attempts to depreciate this diſcovery. I 
cannot give a better ſpecimen of the diſpoſition he 
evinces, than by noticing a triſling liberty he has 
thought proper to take, which is, to impute ſtate- 

ents to the book which it does not contain, and 
. — of which its author never ſo much as 
dreamt! The reviewer founds his attack and ridi- 
cule upon a cure which, with no ſmall ſhare of aſ- 
ſurance, he ſtates, was performed in two minutes, 
when it is expreſsly mentioned not to have been 
done under forty. And again, when a very reſpec- 
table phyſician ſays, © a man had been bled three 
times to /ittle purpoſe;** the reviewer, by leaving out 
& to little purpoſe,” aſcribes the cure to the bleed- 
ing!! 

4 Dr. WiL Lien alſo, a native of Germany, now 
reſiding in London, has, in a late publication on 
Diet and Regimen, thought proper to notice this 
diſcovery not in the moſt favourable light, In his 
table of contents he ſpeaks of it thus, 4 Metallic 
TraQors exploded,” I need not add more than 
that, on examining the page referred to, we find his 
proof of the fact For in the quotation from the 
Monthly Review juſt mentioned. 


This 
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This gentleman, it is not improper to add, is a 
joint conductor, with Dr. B——, of a Madical 
Journal. From the perſonal abuſe the writer has 
received from them bath, and eſpecially the latter, 
when they lateiy met at a medical ſociety, he is war- 
ranted in the conviction, that nothing but a conti- 
nuance of the ſame ſpirit need be expected, ſhould 
the ſubje be mentioned in the Journal referred to. 
When it is reflected that, among ail the publications 
which have appeared, that contained evidence in 
Favor of the Trattors, theſe impartial Journaliſts have 
not thought proper even to notice one ! it will not 
require a power of divination to foreſee, that any 
arguments again the Practice will meet with wn- 
plicit approbation; and we muſt not be furpriſed, if 
even Dr. Haygarth's tract ſhould inſtantly be brought 
before the public, through their medium, and receive 
every commendation, which ſuch candid Critics can 
beſtow ! But, thanks to the advancement of reaſon, 
there are in the world, men who conceive a pro- 
priety of hearing both ſides of a queſtion, before 
they decide. . 

It is an affectation peculiar to ſome, to pre- 
tend to diſbelieve facts, if they have not a know- 
ledge of their principle. This is harped upon 
as an objection to the Metallic Practice. The 
theory, ſay they, is not yet thoroughly explained. 
To men of real ſcience, any notice of this would be 
mmeceſſary. They muſt know that the cauſes of 
the operation of moſt of the works of nature are 
nnknown ; and that in regard to medicine, it is par- 
ticularly the caſe. None can pretend to ſay how 
the bark cures an intermittent fever ; mercury the 
ſyphilis; or how opium produces fleep, and yet 
they are not rejected on that account. None can 
explain the reaſon why a magnetized needle points 
towards the poles, and yet, it is believed, the ma-. 
Liner will not eaſily be perſuaded to lay aſide — 
© u — 
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uſe of that valuable inſtrument, becauſe he cannot 
aſfign tbe cauſe of the polar attractions. That 
our knowledge of the laws and properties of 
Galvaniſn is at preſent ſo extremely circumſcribed, 
as not to admit of our giving a complete explanation 
of the modus operandi of the Tractors, 1 conceive it 
no diſparagement to this diſcovery to acknowledge. 
That they do act on the Galvanic principle ſeems 
generally admitted by thoſe who have given the 
ſubject much attention. Among others who have 
publiſhed their ſentiments on this ſubject there will 
be found in page tos of this hook, a theory from the 
learned Profeſſor ABL DOGAAR D, ſecretary of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences of Copenhagen, a plulo- 
ſopher, whoſe diſcoveries in electricity, inveſtiga- 
tions in phyſiology, and other branches of ſcience, 
rank him among the firſt literary characters in 
Europe. The opinion 1 early imbibed of the inuti- 
lity of theories, has induced me not to attempt them. 
I have thought it more worthy my attention to col- 
lect Fac Ts, articles more ſubſtantial in their nature, 
and uſeſul in their tendency. 

As it may be amuſing to ſome of my readers to 
inveſtigate the ſubjet of Galvaniſm, and thereby 
obtain a knowledge of the wonderſul effects pro- 
duced upon the nerves and muſcles by metals ; they 
may conſult, for that purpoſe, the works of Gar- 
vast, VoLTA, VALL1, FowLER, Mox RO, Cas 
VALLo, and VoNHUMBOLDT, who are the principle 
writers on that difcovery. CAvALLo, one of the 
laſt of theſe, after ſumming up the. experiments of 
his predeceſſors and himſelf, concludes as follows: 

The principal phenomena of animal electricity, 
viz. the property of being put in motion by'a Me- 
tallic communication made between the nerves and 
muſcles, is not peculiar to a few animals, buf ſeems 
to be a property of all; a law of nature which 
admits of few exceptions, and theſe of a. very 

| doubtful 
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doubtful nature. The experiments havealready been 
tried with a great variety of terreſtrial, aerial, and 
aquatic animals. The human body, whilſt under- 
going certain clururgical operations on its recently 
amputated limbs, have been convulſed by the appli- 
cation of metals. From the ox and the horſe down 
to the fly, the effects of Metallic applications have 
been repeatedly and unequiyocally obſerved : with 
ſome the power laſts longer than with others; the 
movements alſo are more or leſs evident and power- 
ful, according to the various nature and diſpoſi- 
tion of the animals. The legs of a recently dead 
horſe was agitared ſo violently by the application of 
a ſhilling and a bit of tin- foil, that the ſtrength of a 
robuſt man was unable to check the blow. Several 
animals, which ſome time ago were thought not to 
be affected by the contact of metals, have been 
lately cauſed to contract, in conſequence of the diſ- 
covery of more active metallic combinations, or of 
ſome of their more ſenſible parts. The preceding 
pages contain all the remarkable facts that I have 
been able to collect, relative to a ſubject which is 
hkely to become of great importance to mankind.” 
(Complete Treatiſe on Electricity, Vol. III. p. 69.) 
In the ſelection of the Caſes in the following 
pages, of which, however, but a ſmall proportionate 
number. are introduced, preference was given to 
thoſe which came from perſons who had ſeen moſt 
of the practice, and eſpecially to thoſe gentlemen 


who favoured me withythe Caſes which appeared in 


my laſt publication. A motive for choofing thefe 
in particular was, to ſilence an injurious inſinua- 
tion which the enemies of this practice, among 
other ftories, have propagated, viz. that theſe gen- 
tlemen had changed their opinions, and regretted 
they allowed their names to be attached to their 
caſes, Here let me declare, that a /ing/e inflancoof 
this has not occurred, as far as my in formation 

1 extends, 
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extends, in England or America. On the contrary, 
as their practice increaſed, ſo has their confidence 
in the remedy. Thoſe to whom I communicated 
my intention of publiſhing this Tract, voluntarily 
propoſed to ſend me more Caſes, | - 

To be continually expoſed to artful and malicious 
infinuations was ever expected. Every innovation 
in medicine muſt meet with oppoſition; an in- 
ſtance to the contrary has not occurred in medical 
hiſtory. Harvey was perſecuted, and attempted 
to be ridiculed, during moſt of his life, for aſſerting 
the circulation of the blood. The bark, opium, 
mercury, and antimony, four of the moſt valuable 
medicines in the materia medica, have all had their 

erſecution, by the faculty, and have been. brought 
into uſe only by the unremitted exertions of bene- 
volent and diſintereſted men; and thoſe generally 
of the lower orders in ſociety.-Jamts's Powder 
was ſupported by teſtimony nearly as reſpectable as 
that in favour of the Tractors, and who has not a 
recollection of the oppoſition it received, and that 
a pamphlet was publiſhed againſt that alſo ? 

Two other things have been harped upon againſt 
the Tractors, Firſt, that their price ſhould be an 
ohjection to their uſe 3 and ſecondly, that, as it is 
Patented, it ſhould be oppoſed on the ground of its 
being a guack remedy. Theſe do not in reality me- 
xit a ſerious reply; what perſon who ever employed 
a phyſician, through one fit of ſickneſs, will pretend 
that five guineas is an unreaſonable ſum for a re- 
medy, which may be ſo long preſerved in a family, 
and cure ſo many of the diſeaſes to which it is daily 
liable. The objection raiſed againſt quack medi- 


eines is, that, as they are often compoſed of power- 


ful ingredients, if not uſed with judgment, they may 
do material injury, inſtead of ſervice. The inne- 
cence of the Metallic Practice ſilences every clamour 
on this head, 

| | It 
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It will be readily admitted, that there never was a 
practice before the public, ſo eminently calculated, 
from its nature and tendency, to encounter obſta- 
cles, before its merits were properly aſcertained 
and acknowledged, as the preſent. The circum» 
ſtance of the innocence, as well as the efficacy of 
the remedy, muſt occaſion an indiſcriminate circn- \ 
lation of it, in the hands of perfons, totally unac- 
quainted with the nature of difeafes. The Trac- 
tors will conſequently be tried in a thonſand cafes 
for which they are not recommended, and muſt ne- 
ceſſariſy often fail, and thereby have diſcredit at- 
tached ty them. This, indeed, is a circumftance 
much more intereſting to the practice. than is ge- 
nerally apprehended. Among many alſo there will 
never be found patience to give them half a trial, 
Their apparent fimplicity, ſo mach unlike the con- 
ſequence attached to a pompous diſplay of drugs, often 
excites diſguſt and an unwillingneſs to have them 
even app'ied ; and here F ſhould notice a moſt egre- 
gious error, which many have imbibed, in conſes 
qnence of the publication of ſeveral caſes, where 
the cures were performed in a few minutes, and by 
a fingle operation. Very much to the injury of the 
Traftors, this has been generally expected, and 
they have been laid afide when this has not taken 
place. Whereas it is often neceffary, that they be 
repeated three times a day for many weeks. To 
this circumftance may be added, the diſpoſition there 
muſt ever be, where medical influence prevails, to 
have recourſe to them only as a dermer reſort, after 
medicine, and the ſkill of the faculty bave failed, 
and when the diſeaſe, in conſequence, has advanced 
to ſuch a ſtate, as not to be ſubdued by human 
Means. 

| Nothing but a firm reliance on the ſuperior me- 
rits of the remedy, and a conviction that truth 
would in the end prevail, could have induced the 
* diſcoverer 


—— 


„„ „ . ——— 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. xlix 


diſcoverer to have adopted the cuſtom of ſelling 
them indiſcriminately, before their credit had been 
eſtabliſhed, by previouſly retaining them a time in 
the hands of a few individuals. a | 

As a confiderable portion of the preceding pages 
is devoted to noticing attacks upon this Diſcovery, 
it may have been impreſſed upon the reader, 
that the writer intended to extend bis cenſure and 
complaint to the profeſſion at large. It may not 
be improper to repeat, that ſuch an idea never en- 
tered his thoughts. It would be the extreme of 
injuſtice and ingratitude not to acknowledge, that 
very lately, many of the moſt eminent of the medi- 
cal profeſſion have honourably come forward, ac- 
knowledged the merits of the Tractors, and adopt- 
ed them in their practice. Some, indeed, have with 
much independence publicly notified. their friends 
to this effect. The worthy and reſpectable Dr. 
MaTHER, of St, Alban's Street, Pall Mall, de- 
ſerves my acknowledgments for his candour on this 
occaſion. The following is a copy of a notification 
which appeared from him in one or two of the 
public prints.“ Joux MarukR, M. D. Member of 
the Royal College of Phy ſicians, London, informs 
his friends and the public, that, conceiving it his 
duty to adopt any remedy, which experience and at- 
tentive obſervation aſſure him is eminently calculated 
to relieve the ſufferings of his patients, in a variety 
of painful topical diſorders, he propoſes to add to 
the uſual remedies, PERK 1iNS's PATENT METAL= 
Lic TRacToRs, which probably may moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully be applied by a medical hand. Though 
they do no harm where they are not of ſervice, he 
has ſufficient reaſon for believing that they poſſefs 
great powers, when a proper diſcrimination is 
made, as to the nature of the diſeaſe. Hours of at- 
tendance at home from 11 till 2 o'clock, patients 
abroad viſited afterwards,” | | 

HI c The 


— — 2 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


The opinions of thoſe whoſe proſeſſion it is te 
decide on truth and error, by fair inveſtigation, it 
ſhouldſeem are entitled to greater weight, than thoſe 
of prejudiced and intereſted men. 

The following are the criticiſms of the Montlily 

ournaliſts on the firſt publication of the Avthor 
in England, entitled, “ Infitence of Metallic Trac- 
tors on the Human Body, preſenting the Hiftory of the 
Diſcovery, and the Experiments of Liter.ary Characters 
in America.” - (Johnſon, Bookſeller, price 25. 6d.) 

„ 'This pamphlet contains the reſult of many 
experiments made in the United States, by gentle- 
mn of high reſpectability and literary talents.” 
| Analytical Review for June 1798+ 

Now ſee what is acknowledged even by a Medi- 
cal Review. 

« The evidence adduced reſpecting tke power of 
the remedy here recommended, is apparently ſo 
rong both in nature and extent, that no inconfider- 
able importance attaches to the ſubject, and we 
are led to-give a more extended account of it than 
we might otherwiſe have deemed necetlary.” Again, 
« The teſtimonies adduced in ſupport -of the Trac- 
tors are at leaſt honourable, if not decifive. Many 
come from perſons not of the medical profeſſion, but 
who, nevertheleſs, ſeem competent on the preſent occa- 
fion ; for the ſubjeR is for the moſt part an appeal 
to the common ſenſes. Others of the ſas are 
vouched for by Members of the Medical Profeſſion, 
of high and diſtinguiſhed character.“ After a co- 
pious extract from the book, they conclude, © We 
have thus thought it our duty to go much at large 
into the evidence which has been brought forward 
in ſupport of the alledged power of the Metallic 
TraQtors, for, unqueſtionably, if there be no error or 
miſconception of facts, the importance of the Diſ- 
covery is great indeed. Where the proofs are ſo many 


and ſo ſtrong, it would be axreaſonablc to queſtion 


them 
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them on any other grounds than eautious and fair 
experiments“ Medical and Chirurgical Review for 
”" Nuvember 1798. 


« Dr. PERKINS applies the new ſcience of Gal- 
vaniſm to various diſeaſes of the body. The effect 
of his Metallic Tractors in America appear to be 
well ſupported by evidence; and we have heard 
perſons in this country ſpeak of them with com- 
mendation.” —Critical Review for February, 1799- 


« The utility of a fluid, whoſe ſource is unknown, 
but which we formerly ſappoſed to be electrical, 
has been lately revived by an American practitioner, 
Mr. PzRx INS, through the medium of a ſimple in- 
ſtrument, called Tractors, from their ſuppoſed power 
of drawing off diſeaſes. Mr. PERKINs's treatiſe 
on * The Influence of Metallic Tractors, contains va- 
rious teſtimonies of their good effects, and they are 
ſaid to be patroniſed by ſome reſpectable practition- 
ers of this country. It is, indeed, Galvaniſm ap- 
plicd to the relief of diſeaſes.” 

New Annual Regiſter, publiſh:d Jctober, 1799. 


The Philoſophical Magazine, another valuable re- 
cord of the literature of the age, has treated the evi- 
dence of the efficacy of the Tractors as equally re- 
ſpeRable, 

Of Mr. LaxncworTay's Tract, entitled “ Fiew 
of Perkinean Eleciricity, &c. are the following ob- 
er vations: 

„ Mr, LaxeworRTixyY is ſettled at Bath, and 
with a view of giving opportunities to the medical 
PraRtitioners of that place to eſtimate the real value 
of the Tractors, he offers his aſſiſtance to any pau- 
pers in the hoſpitals, and propoſes operating in pre- 
ſence of their medical attendants. 'This is certainly 
candid ; and it is right to obſerve, that ſeveral of the 
Caſes, here publiſhed, are atteſted by the ſignatures 
of the patients, who are, in general, perſons of 
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ſach credit,, as entirely to preclude all ſuſpicion of 
an intention to deceive.” —Pritſh Critic, April, 1799. 

The Author's laſt volume, viz. © Experiments 
With the Metallic T1 aftors in England and at Copen bagen, 
on the Human Body and on Horſes,” has been ſo re- 
cently publiſhed, that but few of the Reviews have 
yet noticed it. The deciſive manner, however, in 
Which the merits of the Metallic Practice are ſpoken 
of in every one of theſe, may give ſome idea of the 
progreſſive credit of the Tractors. 

The new Science of PEekx1N15M finds many 
advocates on this ſide of the Atlantic. In the vo- 
lume before us, we have experiments and obſerva- 
tions of characters of high authority in the learned 
world. The firſt part of the book reports about 
fifty Caſes, in which the Tractors were tried by ſe- 
veral eminent phyſicians of Copenhagen, aud which 
were m general attended with ſucceſs. Although 
theſe trials were made under unfavourable circum- 


| Kances, from not poſſeſſing ſufficient directions for 


uſing the TraQtors, as well as explaining the kinds 
of diſeaſes moſt ſubjeR to their influence, Profeſſors 
HEeRmnoLDT and RAr N, to whom the caſes were 
communicated for publication, declare themſelves 
authorized in concluding, that the arguments againſt 
Animal Magnetiſm will not apply to Perkiniſm, and 
that the latter 1s of importance to the healing art. 
The moſt valuable paper, in the Daniſh collection, 
is from Profeſſor ABILDOGAARD, well Known for 
his diſcoveries in Electricity. This philoſopher has 
given his opinion reſpecting the Theory of Pyr- 
K INIS M, Which he explains on electrical principles. 
He bas reported ſome curious experiments with 
the Tractors, which demonſtrate, that they do not 
act from their mechanical irritation. In the ſecond 
part of the book, are introduced the Caſes which 
have occurred in England, and which indeed, are 
very numerous, and of reſpectable authority. 

| | Among 
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Among theſe we have ſome of a different claſs 
from thoſe hitherto publiſh:d, viz. upon hons ES. 
It would be invidious not to admit, that theſe reſults nuff 
effe/?uilly do ay the idea, that the Trattors produce 
their effect: througb the imagination. One gentleman 
. obſerves, that he cold perceive a ſwelling diminiſh, 
when uſing them upon his hunter, which met with 
ſevere contuſions by a fall. On the whole, we have 
no heſitation in acknowledging that the experiments 
adduced in this work, are of ſuch a nature, and ſo 
reſpectably atteſted, as to go very far towards 
removing the doubts we formerly expreſſed of the 
efficacy of this novel practice.“ | 
Novelties of Literature (No. CCCXXIL.) Od. 1799. 


« Suſpicion never fails to attend every publica- 
tion, which relates to an article ſold by the author. 
In the preſent work, we ſee nothing which ſhould 
induce us to doubt the facts ſtated by Mr. PERK1NSs, 
Theſe Metallic Tractors have been tried by many 
fcientific characters in America, where they origi 
nated, as well as in ſeveral parts of Europe. They 
are now ſold, under a Patent, in England, where 
they have alſo been ſuccefstully tried in many in- 
ſtances; and it would be at once cruel aud unjuſt, 
to ſuggeſt, on flight grounds, and ſtill more ſo, 
without any ground at all, ſuch reflectiouns as might 
tend to leſſen the reward due to a meritot ious inven- 
tion. The remarks of Profeſſor AB ILDOGSAARKD On 
the Theory of PEKKINIisM are candid and inge- 
nious.” After a long quotation they thus conchide 3 
„Indeed, of diſeaſes where relief has been obtained 
by the uſe of the Metallic Tractors, there are ſo 
many Caſes in this work, authenticated by well 
known reſpectable characters, that it muſt be the 
extreme of audacity and folly abſolutely to deny their 
efficacy. Mieth Review and Literary Journal, 
October, 1799. 


The 
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6 The Caſes and Experiments here ſtated are of 
ſo perſuaſive a nature, and many of them ſo ſtroagly 
authenticated by perſons of character in Germany 
and in Great Britain, that they certainly deſerve 
credit. Not being able ourſelves to conceive the 
nature of the in fluence operated by paſſing the Trac- 
tors over the parts affected, we ſat down to the in- 
ſpection of this volume, certainly with no prepoſ- 
ſeſſion in favour of the Diſcovery ; but the perſon 
who can peruſe the whole without being inclined 
to wiſh the Practice may be extended, muſt be of 
© little faith' indeed.” London Review for October, 


1799. 
Nhe ſubject reſumed in the ſame Review on the 
following month. 

« This publication announces good news for al- 
moſt every claſs of invalids; a remedy nearly im- 
mediate is here propoſed and authenticated by cha- 
racers who cannot be ſuſpected of ignorance or 
connivance with impoſture. Of all medical diſco- 
yeries urged on public attention from motives pal- 
_ pably lucrative. we are naturally and properly ſuſpi- 
cious; as of noſtrums and arbitrary preſcriptions 
there is no end. Theſe Tractors, however, have 
become, from the wonderful effects aſcribed to 
them, objects of juſt and general ſolicitude. And 
we are glad, for the honour of the Diſcovery, and 
more for the amelioration of our common nature, 
which they amply promiſe, to ſee them brought for- 
ward in ſo queſtionleſs a ſhape.” London Review, 
for November, 1799. 

« Though we, in common with moſt cautious 
perſons, view with a jealous eye atteſtations of me- 
dical cures of an extraordinary ſort; yet we are not 
incredulous enough to reſiſt the force of reſpectable 
evidence. The Caſes and Experiments bere report- 
ed are ſuch as claim examination. The perſons 
who have given their ſanRion to the cures here no- 
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ticed, ſeem to be reſpeQable, and entitled-to cre- 

dit.” European Mogazine, for Nevember, 1709. 
Here, then, the reader has been preſented with the 
deciſions of learned and ingenious men; perſons wha, 
before they judged, it is to be preſumed, candidly ex- 
amined, reflected, and compared. Theirobſervations, 
it is believed, arc ſuch as will ever ariſe from a diſ- 
paſſionate inveſtigation of the numerous facts which 
have been adduced relative to this Diſcovery. The 
writer would not be underſtood that he regards theſe 
extracts as evidence equally concluſive with thoſe 
reſpeQable atteſtations, which will be found in the 
following pages. The facts there Rated ſpeak for 
themſelves, and few will be found among my read- 
ers, who poſſeſs not ſufficient diſcernment to give 
them their due appreciation ; notwithſtanding the 
mifinterpretations, which deſigning and intereſted 
men will ever be induſti ious in throwing before the 
pablic ; and through no medium more frequently 
than in the Journals above quoted. Nor will the 
reader require further explanations to enable him to 
aſcertain whether the oppoſition to an ment re- 
medy, which has, and fall promiſes to be produc. 
tive of ſo much mitigation of human fuffering, 
Hected upon whatever principle it may, can have its 
origin in benevolence, humanity, honeſty, or truth, 
The major part of the caſes which follow, it will 
be ſeen, are from medical gentlemen of high and 
diſtinguiſhed character; ſome, however, are from 
perſons not of that profeſſion—Theſe muſt not be 
regarded as of one whit leſs importance. They are 
from men of ſcience, underſtanding, and probity. 
It is not required to have ſpent three years in diſſect- 
ing the human body, or in learning the uſe of diffe- 
rent drugs, to be competent to give teſtimony on 
this ſubject.— The knowledge, which may authoriſe 
us to ſpeak on effects produced by an external ap- 
plication, in topical diſeaſes alone, is very * 
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that which would be neceſſary, where internal re- 
medies are uſed, in complicated affections. Good 
eyes, in a character uninfluenced by prejudice, or 
intereſt, may give teſtimony reſpecting the change 
obſervalli in an inflammation or a tumefaction, on an 
application of the Tractors, which is more ſatisfac- 
tory, than all the medical know ledge in the univerſe, 
without thoſe requiſites.-So evident was this, it 
could not but be acknowledged, even by medical 
writers. —We have ſeen (page l.) the Medical Re- 
view obſerve, that ſome of the teſtimonies “ come 
from perſons not of the medical profeſſion, hut 
who, nevertheleſs, ſeem competent on the preſent 
occaſion, for the ſubject is for the moſt part an 
appeal to the common ſenſes.” 

It muſt ever be a painful taſk, to be compelled to 
enter into thoſe diſcuſſions, which neceſſarily oblige 
us to employ ſo much cenſure, as may be found in 
the preceding & 0 can only ſay, that what has 
been advanced, I hade regarded as a duty impoſed 
upon me, by a reſpet to mankind, to the diſcoverer, 
and to TRUT H.—Whether ſuch ſentiment was well 
founded, I have a perfect willingneſs to ſubmit to 
the candid reader to determine, 
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CACKS or PRACTICE 
WIT 
PERKINS'S 
PATENT METALLIC TRACTORS, 
iN ENGLAND. 


_ 


COMMUNICATED BY MR. J. A. MANT, SURGEON 
: OF SOUTHAMPTON, TO THE AUTHOR, 


HE three firſt Caſes, adduced below, it will 
* be obſerved, were not witneſſed by Mr. MaxT, 
perſonally; but in his letter accompanying them he 
ſays, „that having the account from fo ſenſible a man 
and ſo reſpectable a character, I cannot entertain the 
ſmalleſt doubt of the facts, eſpecially as they are cor« 
roborated by the teſtimony of the patients themſelves 
whom I have examined.” 

The gentleman to whom Mr. MaxrT alludes is 
WALTER Ta1LOR, Eſq. of Potſwood Green, South- 
ampton, well known to the Public as a ſcientific 
character, and for ſome very valuable and uſeful im- 
provements in Ship blocks, lately adopted by the 
Navy. He was one of the early purchaſers of the 
Tractors, and from having had them in his poſ- 
ſeflion more than a year, is now well qualified to 
make a proper report on their merits. The other 


Caſes occurred in the practice of Mr. MaxT 
himſelf, ' 


Cas E I. A periodical Pain in the Hand, 


« Mrs. TaiLoR, above Bar, Southampton (no 
relation to the above-mentioned gentleman) had 
for thirteen years paſt been attacked, ſome time 
in the courſe of every night, with a very acute pain 
in one of her hands, for which ſhe had recourſe to 
many medicines and applications without effect. 
About four months ſince the Tractors were firſt 
applied, and ſhe ſoon — to experience 2 
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from them. It is worthy of obſervation, that this 
happening in the night, they were never applied 
when the pain was preſent, but acted as a ſure pre- 
venta ive of its return. She has ſince been at- 
tacked by it only very ſlightly, and a few minutes 
application of the TraQors always relieves her, but 
ſhe ſometimes paſſes two or three weeks together 
without the leaſt return of pain. 


CASE II. Sprain and Cantuſion. 


« WALTER TAITLon, Eſq. of Potſwood Green, 
Southampton (the gentleman above mentioned) met 
with an accident in deſcending a flight of ſtairs, by 
which his leg was bent under him, and ſprained in 
ſuch a degree that he was unable to riſe : the moſt 
violent pain in the muſcles enſued. His ſervants 
having ſupported him to a ſofa, he immediately had 
the Tractors applied, which he purchaſed of you 
and, to uſe his own expreſltion, “after continuing 
« the operation fifteen minutes, the pain ſeemed to 
« leave me as if I had taken it off with my ſtocking. 
« It appeared to deſcend lower and lower, till at 
« Fength 1, as it were, ſhook it off my toes.” He 
immediately got up and walked, never having found 
any inconvenience from the injury ſince. 


Casx III. A Scald. 


« The gentleman, mentioned in the laſt caſe, em- 
ploys a number of men in a foundery, one of whom 
let fall ſome melted metal on his leg, and ſcalded it 
to a large extent. On applying the TraQtors twice, 
the effects of the ſcald were removed, and the mau 
enabled to return to his work the next day. 


CAsE IV. A painful inflammatory Swelling in th: 
Ancle. 

« T was called to a young lady on the 23d inſtant 

[March 1799] who, without any knowledge of hav- 
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ing been the ſubject of a ſprain or contuſion, was 
affected with an inflammation and tumefaction in 
one of her ancles, attended with acute pain on the 
lighteſt motion, particularly if ſhe attempted to aſ- 
cend ſtairs. Not recollecting the Tractors at the- 
moment, I directed her to apply a poultice to the 
part. About five hours after I viſited her again, 
and then uſed the Tractors for about twenty minutes, 
which produced a flight diminution of the ſwelling. 
They were again applied for the ſame ſpace of time, 
about an hour aſter, and uſed at intervals. The 
next morning ſhe was ſo much better as to be able 
to walk out, without experiencing but little incon- 
venience, whereas the day before ſhe could not move 
two ſteps without very gieat pain. On the ſuc- 
ceding day, 25th, ſhe rode thirty miles into Suſſe x, 
and her ancle to this time. March 3iſt] remains 
perfectly well. 


Cas E V. Inflammation in the Eyes, attended with violent 
ain. 


« RICHARD LET, of North Shields, Captain of 
the ſhip Brothers (a tranſport at this port to carry 
troops to Portugal) was ſeized, March 27th, with 
an intenſe pain and inflammation in one of his eyes, 
which he ſaid was increaſed by wathing it with 
brandy and water. On the 28th, he called on me 
for advice; I immediately applied the Tractors. 
After fifteen minutes he ſaid he was better, and in 
twenty exclaimed with joy that “ he was perfectly 
eaſy.” Having diſcontinued their uſe, he afterwards 
had a recurrence of pain. The operation was again 
Irad recourſe to, and in a few minutes he was per- 
fectly relieved. The inflammation had in ſome 
meaſure ſubſided. When I drew the Tractors 
acroſs the eye-lid towards the temple, he atfured 
me he felt the pain follow it to the external angle, 
where it ceaſed, after applying the Tractors an hour 
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in the whole. He remained perfectly eaſy, and went 
away. Being obliged to weigh anchor immediately, 
I _ unable to obtain any further knowledge of the 
caſe, 

“ ſhould not negleR to mention a circumſtince, 
wlüch I think merits obſervation. 1 directed this 
man to open his inflamed cye; indeed my aſtiftont 
and myſelf held the lids, while I drew the TraQtors 
(about half an inch diſtant) over the pupil and cor- 
nea of the eye. The ſecond time of doing this he 
ſtarted up, and exclaimed, he could nat bear it, as 
it occaſioned ſuch violent pain, and ſeemed to a' hy- 
Nander to have an effect exactly ſimilar to an electric 
ſhock ; but the patient never having received ſuch a 
ſhock, and being entirely uninformed on the ſahject, 
could only give me an idea of it, by ſay ing it felt as 
if II had plunged a knife into his eye.“ 

Mr. MaxrT, with that prudence which becomes 
'every medical man, determined on not ſuffering his 
name to appear, as vouching for the authenticity of 
any caſe, to which he had not been himſelf an eye 
witneſs, When he favoured the author with the three 
Arſt caſes, not having been in poſſeſſion of the Trac- 
tors but a few days, he had ſcen no experiment, and 
conſequently obſerved, © I cannot by any means 
conſent that my name be mentioned as having for- 
warded them to you; and in concluding his letter 
repeats, © I muſt again beg my name may not be 
made uſe of, until 1 have myſelf had opportunity fer 
inveſtigating the properties of the Tractors.“ 

In a ſubſequent letter, with his own Caſes, he ob- 
ſerves, © I am now perfectly convinced of their 
ſthe Tractors] very great efficacy, and ſhall do every 
thing in my power to promote your intereſt, and 
that of ſociety at large, in gauſing it to be poſſeſſed 
of ſo defirable a remedy agtlinſt ſo numerous a train 


ol diſeaſes. 
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Ext ef another Letter from Mr. MaxT, dated Nov, 
15th, 1799 ; ſeveral mon'bs after the al ove. 


J am more than ever ſatisfied that the Trace 
tors are beneficial in a number of diſeaſes. The 
complaints which I have found moſt ſubject to their 
influence are Inflammations ariſing from accidents, 


and Pains from cold. The following Cafe, of the 


latter deſcription, I think not unworthy of notice: 
CASE VI. Puin and Stiffiefs in the Neck. 


© A patient of mine had been affected for three 
days with a conſtant aching pain in the muſcles of 
the neck, attended with great ſtiffneſs, which cauſal 
*1 mability to move the head witheat occaſioniiig the 
Pun to increaſe to a very violent degree. he diicate 
originated from expoſure to cold and rain, white 
creliing the river in an open boat. After applying 
the Tractors a quarter of an hour, relief was ob- 
tained ; in forty minutes great benefit was received; 
and after uſina them an hour and five minutes, the 
pain and ſtiffneſs entirely ceaſed, and did not return. 
I am truly ſorry that there ſhould be unfair 
attempts to depreciate the merits of the Metallic 
Practice. Perſuaded as 1 am of its beneficial in- 
fluence, I cannot but think, that in the end the 
fact muſt be acknowleged by every medical practi - 
tioner, however willing he may be to ſhut his eyes 
againſt it. . 

I am, Sir, your very obedient ſervant, 
J. A. MAN T.“ 
JEFFERY O'CONNELL, M. b. BATH, TO THE 
AUTHOR, 


« Yip, | 
« I am happy to have it in my power to com- 

municate to you the particulars of a Caſe, which I 

preſume to think cannot be deemed unimportant by 


any phyſician gr profeſſional perſon, who, in de 
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courſe of his obſervation, muſt frequently witneſs 
ſingular variations and anomalies accompanying par- 
ticular diſorders, 


Symptoms of Apoplexy terminating with an uncommon 
Viſlie 

c M. RicxrtTrTs, ſtatuary, aged 54, enjoying a 
tolerable Nate of health, and not of a full habit of 
body, being in his work(hop on the 13th January 
laſt, fell down ſuddenly in a fit, with a total loſs of 
ſenſe and motion. The lower part of the occipr# 
hitting againſt the edge of a packing-box, occa- 
honed a conſiderable laceration, and a profuſion of 
blood. In the ſpace of half an hour he recovered 
himſelf in ſome meaſure, but without any recol- 
lection of what had happened. He was then put 
to bed, and inſtantly complained of a moſt intenſe 


head-ach, for which he was bled, and had leeches 
applied to his temples. An eminent phyſician vi- 


ſited him, who preſcribed according to his judge 
ment, but there was experienced no diminution 


' of pain. Eleven days elapſed in this alarming 
Nate. 


«© H thought of the Trators. Mrs. RicxeTTs 
implored me to ſee her huſband, From her ſtate- 
ment of the caſe, I was not warranted in ſuppoſing 
it within the probability of their ſpbcre of ation, na- 
turally concluding a great preſſure on the brain, per- 
haps extravaſation. To comply with her ardent 
wiſhes, I went, but determined, for obvious rea- 
ſons, not to uſe the Tractors: it was about nine 
at night. An inflammatory diatheſis appeared to 
prevail, particularly bi his eyes. His pulſe full and 
tenſe.. No ſymptoms of delitium, but the pain was 
inexpreſſible. I remarked, that he more paiticu- 
larlz was rubbing the orbit of his left eye.“ Here,“ 
he faid, “ my greateſt pain lies. This is ture. 


« ] feel pain aver all my head, but it is bearable 
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« compared with this part.” On a cloſer inſpection, 
I found that he purſed up in fume meaſure the 
eye lid. This circumſtance ſtruck me forcibly, hav- 
ing ſometimes ſeen and experienced myſeltf ſuch 
a ſign to attend an intermittent opthalmia “. . I 
thought more favourably of his caſe, and as he till 
wiſhed a trial of the Tractors, I conſented to their 
application. I moved them in a circular direction 
over the left orbit in contact with the ſkin. In 
about eight minutes his countenance ſuddenly cleared 
up, and he exclaimed, Now, now I am in 
heaven!“ I continued the applicatian a quarter of 
an hour, when he no looger felt pain, but with the 
compoſure of a perſon in perfect health put on his 
cap. In the mean time obſerving ſymptoms of flatu- 
fence, I was led not to apprehend a preponderance 
of inflammation, but rather ro rely on that ſymptom 
as a di gnaſtie. I thought the Tractors acted as a good 
compeſs, and I began to be ſure, as it were of my la- 
titude. I entertained ſome expectations that the caſe 
might termingte in an intermittent they were re- 
alized. For three ſucceſlive mornings the pain af- 
fected him, though in a flight degree, from four 
o'clock until about nine. I operated on him after- 
wards very ſuperficially ; but as the ſtomach ap- 
peared now evidently in fault, 1 was convinced na- 
thing could affect that part of the cure but one or 
two timely emerics, and, if neceſſary, afterwards 
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* A complaint in the eye, recurring daily at a 
ſtated period, and principally owing to a morbid 
Kate of the "Romach. This is more freque t in 
the ſouth of Europe than in our northern climate. 
During ſome years refidence in Liſh-n, I met with 


— 2 


ſeveral caſes of the Kind, and experienced myſelf - 


a regular ſucceſſion of them every ſpring for fix 
years; as in regular tertian agues, they yielded ta 
ematics and the bark. J. O'. 
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the bark. He ſollowed my inſtructions. The d 
was immenſe in conſequence of the emetic. He 
has not experienced the flighteſt return of the head- 
ache, and is now in perſect health. It appears to 
me evident, that the Tractors alone ſtopped the 
dreaded apprehenſion of delirium and imminent 
danger. 

« I beg leave to add a reflection. As the very in- 
tenſe ſymptoms which accompanied this caſe did 
not, during the courſe of eleven days, yield in the 
Jeaſt degree to the uſual mode cf treatment, may 
e not reaſonably infer, that the Tractors porte's a 
very conſiderable ſedative power in ſome febrile 
caſes, which has not hitherto been ſuſpected. An 
a'leviation of the moſt alarming ſymptoms might 
be thus obtained; greater light refleted on the 
new principle of the ation of metals on the hu- 
man frame, and unexpected truths ariſe for the ad- 
vancement of medical ſcience and the benefit of 
mankind, « I am, Sir, 

« Your very obedient ſervant, 
| 64% J. & CONNELL.” 
Bath, March iſt, 1799. 


— — — 


The Three following LETTERS were addreſſed to My. 
Crantes C. LaxawokTHY, Surgeon, of Bath, 
of whom E. LAMBERT Eſq; the very worthy and re- 
ſpetable charatter ber caſter mentioned, purchaſed the 
Tratfers, =» 

Rev. Thos, Davits, RECTOR OF SHERRING TON. 


« Sin, 

« T feel a pleaſure in communicating to you what 
1 have witneſſed of the influence of my Metallic 
Tractors in relieving the afflicted, in the two follow- 
ing caſes eſpecially ; beſides ſeveral Inſtances of 
Toorn Acnrx, HEAD-ACHE, &c. in which their ef- 
ficacy was alfo fully proved. x 
c The firſt Caſe, which I ſhall here but juſt men- 
tons 
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tron, is that of Miſs GauxTLETT, a young woman 


of my pariſh, of whoſe extraordinary complaints 
and ſufferings you have had already, I find, ſome 
knowledge, by report; but that which the Tractors 
were now immediately applied to was, 


A Paralyſis of the Eſopbagus. 

which had for more than a year and a half, entirely 
deprived her of the power of taking any ſuſtenance, 
hut by the means of a proper tube; which, wonder- 
ful as it may appear, was, by the uſe of the Tractors, 
reſtored, Of the particulars of this Caſe I here for- 
bear making further mention, as Miſs GAUNTLETT 
is about to ſend them to you herſelf, and to which I 
ſhall beg leave to 1efer you. 

« The other Caſe, in which a complete cure was 
effected by the Tractors, and that by only three ap- 
plications, for about half an hour each time, was 


An acute Rheumatiſme 


« The patient was a widow woman of this pariſh» 
vpwar:'s of fiſty years of age, and had been for ſe- 
veral years grievioutly afflicted in almolt all her joints 
and limbs, but which at laſt was confined to both her 
knees. Theſe wereinflamed and ſwelled to that de- 
zree, that ſhe was unable to move or ſtir without all 
the pains and tertures uſually attendant on ſach com- 
plaints. : | 

« Should the publiſhing of the above Cafes in any 
meaſure contribute towards removing the prejudices 
which may prevail againſt ſo uſeful a diſcovery, you 
are at liberty ſo to do. 

I am, Sir, with due reſpect, 
Your very obedient humble ſervant, 
Tromas Davies.” 
Sherrington, 


January 220, 1799. 


- 
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Here follows the ſtatement from Miſs Gau r- 

LETT, the lady mentioned in the laſt letter. 
«© ir, 

„ Being informed by my brother, the Rev. Mr. 
GauxTLETT, that you are defirous of receiving 
from me aſtatement of the relief I experienced from 
the application of Dr. PERKINS'“Ss Metallic Tractors, 
I will accordingly give you a brief account of the 
Caſe. I cannot, indeed, think of enumerating all my 
. complaints, and ſtating my Caſe at Jarge, as that 
would be the work of a volume, having liboured un- 
der a complication of very extraordinary diforders 
for more than eight years; but of the complaint 
from which I have been retieved by the Tractors, 
the following are the particulars : 

« In the beginning of June 1797, in addition to 
my uſual afflictions, I was ſeized with a violent pzin 
in my fide, and ſome other complaints, which were 
ſuppoſed to be dangerons. About a month after this 
attack, I was frequently ju a ſtate of inſenſibility. 
In this ſituation liquids were often put into my 
mouth, . which would not paſs the throat, and when 
I became ſenſible, I found 

The Power of Swallowing was totally loft, 

« At this time I was attended by Mr. Bowl. x, a 
Surgeon of Market Lavington, who applied bliſters, 
electricity, &c. hut without any effect. Aſter con- 
tinuing in this ſtate about twelve days, Mr. Bowl. x 
thought of the expedient of ſapporting me with li- 
quids through an elaftic tube, put down the throat 
into the ſtomach ; and this contrivance, I have rea- 
ſon to deheve, was the providential means of pre- 
ſerving my life. 

« In this manner was I ſupported till June 179?, 
when I was taken with a violent fickneſs. Nature 
made many etforts to throw off the offending mateer, 
but was for a long time prevented by the -paratyſis 
of tae throat. 4 length, however, a vom ting com- 

4 menced, 
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ryenced, which continued for four or five hours, and 
a large quantity of coagulated blood and matter was 
thrown off my ſtomach. The act of vomiting in 
ſome meaſure reſtored the power of action in my 
throat, ſo that I was enabled, though with difficulty, 
that night and the next morning to ſwallow forme 
ſmall quantities of liquor, without the uſe of my 
tube; but in the courſe of the day the power was 
totally loft again. After this I had two or three re- 
turns of the power of ſwallowing, ſimilar to that 
meptioned above, but always of ſhort duration, fo 
that I was obliged to continue the uſe of the tube, 
But from this extraordinary complaint, about fix 
weeks ſince, I was wonderfully relieved by the ap- 
plication of the Tractors. 

« EM ND LamyERrT, Eſq; of Boyton, a very re- 
ſpeRable and well-known gentleman and magiſtrate, 
purchaſed a ſet of the Tractors, which he recom- 
mended me to uſe. The Rev. Mr. Davits, the 
rector of Sherrington, who is well ſkilled in the 
theory of medicine, was ſo obliging as to apply them, 
I ſubmitted to the operation, but with little expecta- 
tion or hope of any relief. In about the ſpace of 
fifteen or twenty minutes, I felt a great tingling and 
heat in my throat, which was afterwards followed 
by a gentle perſpiration. After this tinzling heat, I 
found the ation of my throat ſo far recovered as to 
be able to ſwallow the ſaliva. IT ther called for a 
glaſs of water, which I drank without any great dif- 
faculty. After a few hours the power of fwallow- 
ing was again loſt, and in ti e manner already nien- 
tioned, was again reſtored the next day by the uſe of 
the Tractors. | 

In leſs than a fortnight, by the repeated uſe of 
the Tractors, the action of my throat was perfectly 
reſtored, and I have been able to ſupport myſelf fi om 
that time to the pte ſeiit 3 the uſe of my tube. 


"> 
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The above is a ſtatement of facts, and if you think 
them unportant, you are at liberty to publifh them. 
| « I am, Sir, your humble fervaut, 
© ELIZABETH GAUNTLET T.“ 
Sherrington, near Heyteſbury, 
Willis, Jan. 21ſt, 1799- 


Evmuxd LamytrT, Fj; SENIOR MAGISTRATE 
IN THE COUNTY OF WILTS, FELLOW OF THE 
LINNEAN SOCIETY, &c. &c. 

« Sir, 

« Having been informed that ſome perſons are 
prejudiced againſt the uſe of Dr. PRAKINS's Metallic 
Tractors, in juſtice to them, I ſtate to you what I 
have experienced of their efficacy. I purchaſed a 
ſet of the Tractors about two months ago; at that 
time, with a view of immediately lending them to 
my neighbour, the Rev. Mr. Davixs, of Sherring- 
ton, who made uſe of them with the deſired effect in 
two or three caſes, the particulars of which I under- 
mand will be communicated to you, I ſhall there- 
fore covfine myſelf tothe proofs I have had of their 
efficacy in my own family. Beſides being effectual 
in removing, in ſeveral inſtances, the TooTH-AcHz, 
there are two caſes which particularly merit notice, 
one of which reſpects myſolf. 

« ] have been for many years {cyerely afflicted with 


The Gout, 


and uſually had violent fits of it every four or five 
weeks. Since, however, I have been in poſſeſſion 
of the Tractors, I have had nothing like a ſevere 
paroxy ſm, having applied them at the firſt ſymptoms 
of a return, and found them effectual in d awing 

the inſlammation: ſo that the name which Dr. 
- PERK 1N93 
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From the Latin verb, Trabo, to draw. 
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Pzrxixs has given them is, in my apprehenſion, 
charuRteriſt:c of their action, and not ion, that ſome 


ig vorant perſons have imbibed, of their repelling the 


geu', fully refuted. The laſt attack was about three 


* weeks ſince: I was ſeized in the night with a violent 


pain in my right knee, and had all the uſual ſymp- 


toms of an approaching ſevere fit. The Tractors 


were appl ed three times on the following day, aud 
at evening I had the bappineſs to find all my fears 


diſpelied, the pain and inflammation. being entirely 


drawn off, and nothing remained but a ſmall degree 


of ſtiffneſs, which was removed the next morning, 


by ten minutes uſe of the Tractors, and, I thank 
God, I have heen perfectly well ever ftace, 

C The other caſe to which I alluded, was that of a 
ſervant of my brother-in-iaw, Mr. SEW MOR, of 
Hanfard, Dorſet ; who, in coming to my houſe, had 
the misfortune, by a fall, during the late froſty 


weather, to 
Bruiſe the Knze. 


near the patella, in ſuch a manner as to produce a 
great inflammation, and totally prevent his walking, 


Upon the applic:tion of the Tractors the inflamma- 


tion abate, and, in leſs than half an hour, to the 
man's great aſtoniſhment, he was able to walk as 
well as ever, and has had no ſymptoms of the injury 
ſince, though his knee remained diſcoloured by the 
bruiſe a long time afterwards. : 

4 I have only to add, that, in every inſtance iu 
which my ſet of the Tractors have been tried, they 
have been found to anſwer the deſired end. If you 


think this letter will be of any fervice in eſtabliſhing - 


the deſerved reputation of Dr. PERKIxSs's Diſcovery, 
you are at liberty to publith it. 0 
« I am, Sir, your obedient ſervant, 
„% EDMUN D LaM3gRfy,” 
Boyton, near Heyteſbury, Wiltſhire, 
January 23d, 1799. 8 
— EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LETTER FROM MR. 
LAMBERT (THE WKITER Or THE LAST) TO 
THE PRESENT AUTOR; DATED, BOY TONy 
NOVEMBER 21ſt 1799. 

„From tte number of experiments I have made, 

and in which I bave very feldom failed, I cannot but 
be convinced of the utility of the Tractors. 

Miss GAUNTLETT has no return of the impedi- 
ment in her throat. The laſt and ſurpriſing cure my 
ſer of Tractors performed, was on the Rev. Mr. 
TXromas, brother to Admiral Thomas — He had a 


Complaint in the left Hip, extending down to the Knee, 


for nineteen ycars. He found a great weakneſs 
whenever be walked, and on proceeding the diſtance 

of a mile, there came on a violent pain. He applied 
to me for the Tractors.— On uſing them until the 
next day, he returned, and ſaid he believed he was 
perfectly cured. He told me that laſt Monday, he 
had walked from his houſe to Steeple Aſton, which 
is fiſteen miles, and back again the next day, without 
finding the leaſt ſymptom of his old complaint, This 
caſe is wonderful, as the diſeaſe had been of ſo many 
years ſtanding and cured ſo ſoon. 

« I have taken the liberty of inclofing you a letter 
received from a gentleman in the public character 
of a Magiſtrate, a Commiſſioner of Appeal for the 
Income Act. 

I am, Sir, with great reſpect and eſteem, 
Your obedient and obliged ſervant, 
Mx. PERK 1NS» EvpmMuxD LAaMBEkT.” 


Epwarrd H. MorxTiMER, Es d a MAGISTRATE 
AND CoMM1sSIONER OF APPEAL FOR THE IN- 
cou AcT To EvmunD Luk ER T, ESG. 

« Trowbridge, April 30, 1799. 
« Sir, 
« In conſequence of your very kind and friend! 
letter, I immediately purchaſed a ſet of Perkinss 
Metallic 
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Metallic Tractors, and having then my uſual 
Gout in my Hondt, Xuces, and Feet, 


which parts were very much ſwelled, I began uſing 
them agreeably to the printed directions; and to my 
great aſtoniſhment in two or three days found the 
ſwelling entirely gone down.—In the courſe of a 
week, owing I imagine to a cold I had taken, I had 
a flight return in one hand ; I inſtantly operated as 
before, and the ſame deſired effect was produced. 
From that time to the preſent moment, thank God, 
I have enjoyed a hetter ſhare of health than I have 
known for ſeveral years paſt. I was happy to hear 
you had experienced ſuch benefit by the Metallic 
Tractors, and fincerely hope you have not had a re- 
turn without finding them of the ſame ſervice you did 
in the firſt inſtance. 

« I ſhould long ſince have communicated the good 
effects I have derived from this uſeful remedy, but 
waited to acquaint you if I had found any bad conſe- 
quences from the uſe of it. 

« | am, Sir, your fai:hful and obedient Servant, 

EDwarD H. Mor TIMER.” 


THE caſes in the five laſt communications 
have a greater claim to an inſertion in the preſent 
Tract, from their having been the ſubject of conſider- 
able enquiry. An account of them, in a very inge- 
nious paper on the Metallic Practice, having been 
fent, by Enwuxp LamBerT, Eſq. of Wiltſhire, to 
his ſon A. B. LawsBrrT, Eſq. of Groſvenor-Street, 
London, F. R. S. Vice Preſident of the Linnean 
Society, &c. &c. they were by the latter communi- 
cated to Sir Josepn BaxnKs, who conſidered them 
of ſo much importance, that he gave them a public 
reading at one of his CONVERSATIONES, 

Theſe laſt-mentioned caſes alone, were no others 
adduced, ought to filence the moſt determined 

; oppoſer 
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oppoſer of the Tractors. Will any pretend to 
ſay, that the dreadful complaint of Miſs GauxT- 
LETT, was cured by an action on the imaginatum, 
when ſhe “ ſibmitted to the operation with little 
hope or expectation of any relief. If ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing cures can be effected by an operation on the 
mind, what excuſe has the faculty for not employ = 
ing it. I ſhall nut my ſelf ſay, but will leave it with 
the reader to entertain what idea he pleaſes of the 
nature of the crime of that man, who, from mo- 
tives of /«wre, cauſes the hapleſs ſufferers, fondly 
and unſuſpeRtingly truſting to his care, to draw out 
a miſerable exiſtence, rather than allow them to 
empluy an innocent operation on the imagmation, 
which would reſcue them from the brink of the 
grave, and reſtore them to health. 

The circumitance to wich Mr. LANuRETRTalludes, 
reſpeQling the ſuggeſtion of ſome perſons, that the gout 
may be repelled by the Tractors, affords an inſtance 


of the mean artiſices employed to diſcredit them. 


On this ſubject I ſhall merely obſerve, I have never 
ſeen or heard of an inſt.ince in which harm accrued 
from their application in the gout. The circum- 
france, of the pain generally following the courſe of 
the inſtruments, as they are drawn towards the ex- 
tremity, alone proves their attra#ing influence. 


— — 
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ExXPERIMENTS OF MR. JOHN GRANT, OF LEIGH= 
TON BUZZARD, BEDFORDSHIRE. 


When Mr. GzaxrT poſſeſſed himſelf a ſet of the 

. Tractors, he expreſſed, in his letter, a determina- 
tion of giving them a fair and extenſive trial among 
the aflited Poor and others in his vicinity, and, 
whatever thould be the reſult, of making that pub- 
lic. This reſolution, which I would be gratified in 
ſeeing in all others, induced me, after the expiration 
of a ſew months, to write to Mr. G. EIT to be 
AVOUUr® 
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favoured with an account of his practice. His re- 


peut, as it is believed will be the caſe with every 
perſon who practiſed with the fame judgment and 
pes ſeverance, was not uncreitable to the diſcovety. 
have great pleaſure in informing you,“ he writes, 
that, with very fey exceptions, I have found th--m 
extremely eſhcacious, and to anſwer the purpoſe fur 
which they are recommended. I began with noting 
down in a little hawk the caſes as they occurred 
but my pr ctice with them increaſing, and having 
tet her huſineſs that occupies my attention of late, 1 
have been obliged to decline it. 

find the Tractors equally uſeſul cu the BRUTE 
ANIMAL as on the uuNMAN SUBJECT, and I think 
they are more active on the horſe thau on other 
anrmal.” | 

Not long after this the Author was favoured with 
an inſpeckion of the minute-buok referred to; in 
which were regiſtered twenty-four Cafes where the 
TraQters had performed cures. I regret that the li- 
mits of the preſent tract will not admit a detail of 


the whale of theſe, as they are all important, aud 


demonſtrative of the metallic influence. We muſt, 
however, give place to a few of them. 


| CASE I, Lumbogo. 
« On the 9th of the ninth month, purchaſed a ſet 
of Metallic FriQors of B. D. Przkxix5, of - Lon- 
don, the Patentee. At that time I was ſeverely af- 


fected with the Lumbago. Operated on the affected 


part fifteen minutes; perceived a warmth and ting- 
ling ſenſation follow the point of the Tractors, and 
was ſo much relieved as to be able that night to get 
ont of bed withent help, though I had been unable 
for the week preceding to turn myſelf without the 
moſt excruciating pain. In the courſe of the next 


day the pain returned, thonch with leſs violenzes 
Comiausd the uſe of the Tractuis ſour days, and 
took 
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took in the interval ſome tincture of gum guaiacum. 
At this inſtant, the 16th of ninth month, am free 
from the complaint.” 


Cas E II. A Phl:gmpn or Boil. 


« Ninth month, roth.-A perſon had a very bad 
beil on one of the knees, extremely painful and in- 
flamed. The Tractors were applied about fifteen 
minutes around the inflamed part, without much 
apparent effect at the time. By the morning the 
inflammation was gone off, and the progreſs towards 
ſuppuration arreſted. In twenty-four houis it was 
well, no ſuppuration having taken place.” 


Cass III. Eryſpelas. 


« Ninth month, 11th.—A lady was troubled with 
an ery/ipelas, chiefly affecting her left eye. The in- 
flammation was not attended with much tumefac- 
tion. The Tractors were applied, and relief expe- 
rienced in a few minutes. About four hours after 
this, on repeating the ſame application, the inflam- 
mation was wholly removed, and the complaint 
ſubſided.” 


CASE IV. Pain in the Face. 


& Ninth month, 17th.— A perſon had a vie- 
lent pain in her face; was very unwilling I ſhould 
apply the Tractors, but after much importuning 
ſubmitted to the operation. In about twelve minutes 
ſhe acknowledged herſelſ much eafier. At evening 
repeated the operation, and ſhe was cured.” 


CASE V.—Sting of a Wiſp. 


&« Ninth month, 17th—A perſon was ſtung on her 
arm with a waſp. The part was inflamed, ſwelled, 
and attended with intenſe pain. Applied the Trace 
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tors fifteen minutes, when the pain, inflammation, 
and ſwelling, were all removed. 
“Another perſon, ſtung in the ſame way, was re- 


lieved from every effect of the ſting by one appli» 
cation of the Tractors,” 


Cas VI.—Pain and Tumefaftion from a punctured 


Pound . 


«Eowarnr Dawson received an injury on his knee, 
from an iron inſtrument running into it, a little be- 
low the joint, and which he ſuppoſed had penetrated 
into the ſubſtance of the bone. The Balſamum 
Traumaticum was applied immediately. However, 
in three or four hnurs from the accident, a violent 
pain and tumefaction of the ſurrounding parts en- 
ſued, for waich emollient poultices were applied. 
The pain, notwithſtanding, was violent all night. 
The fomentations, &c. were renewed in the morn- 
ing, but his pain ſtill continued intenſe. As ſoon 
as I ſaw him I ordered the poultices to be taken off, 
and, as ſome greaſy matter had been uſed, I had the 
ſurrounding parts waſhed with warm water, and 
wiped clean with a linen cloth. I applied the Trac- 
tors to the ſeat of pain, drawing them down tho 
titia, and in fifteen minutes he was much relieved. 
I continued the application about twenty-five mi- 
nutes, when he declared liimſelf quite free from 

Ain. n ; 
1 « Fearing ſome injury done to the ligaments near 
the joints, I ordered him to bed, but feeling himſelf 
to be free from pain, he lay only about two or three 
hours, then got up and purſued his uſual bufineſs. In 
conſequence of this, in the afternoon the pain re- 
turned with inflammation. Uſed the Tractors as 
before, and with the like good effet. He went to 
bed, obtained a good night's reſt, and has not felt the 
t inconvenience ſiuce.“ 


Cat t 
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Cass VII.—-Fident Inflammation of the Eyes. 


% Mak Dawson had been affected for eight or 
nine weeks with the moſt violent inflammation in the 
eyes I ever beheld. Many apzslications had been made 
by the faculty without any good effect. The eye lids 
weie very much tumefied ; the white of the eye a 
maſs of irflammation ; the uvca aud pupil were very 
dim, and the cheek ſo diſcoloured, that it reſembled 
a ripe ne ꝗdarine. I almoſt deſpair of ſucceſs in this 
caſe, yet this 15th of the ninth month have made 
til of the Tractors, and am pleaſed to obſerve that 
the firſt application hai abated the inflammation on 
the cheek and eye-lids. Repeated it at intervals of 
{ix hours: every ſacceeding trial promiſes ſu-ceſs. 

& 16th. A very bad night from violent pin in 
the eye. The external appearance much better : 
uſed the Traftors as on the preceding day. The 
pain during the operation ſhifted ſometimes to her 
ears, face, Sc. but at laſt, from a long apylication, it 
was wholly removed. At night they had ſo much 
abated the inflammation, that the was able to open 
her eyes. P 

&« 175th. The firſt ſalutation ſhe gave me this 
morning was, “ that ſhe thyught herſelf nearly 
well.“ She had experienced a good night, and was 
able to dreſs herſelf. On examining tbe eyes, there 
is yet to be ſeen conſiderable inflammation. Uſed 
the Tractors as before, at intervals of eight bours, 
continuing each application full half an hour. At 
evening the inflammation is very nearly removed, 
and ſhe can now look on a liglted candle, though 

three days fince was unable to open her eyes. 

«© 1$ch. The inflammation has almoſt diſappear- 
ed, and ſhe thinks herſelf cured. The Tractors were 
never uſed after the 18th, and at this 1uftwwr of writ- 
ing ſhe continues well. This caſe was under the in- 
ſpe tion of a gentleman of the faculty, who forebore 


auy 


ac oo 
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any application during the uſe of the Tractors; fo 
that their effects were incontrovertible.“ | 


CASE VIII. Paralytic AFedtion. 


« Percy KI No, aged 76, was attacked with 
what was thought a ſlight paralytic affect:on of one 
Ade, or hemiplegin. The right arm and fide were 
rendered alwoſt incapable of motion. Sudorific me- 
dich es and gentle cathantics were uſed. Stimulat- 
ing embrocations were alſo applied to the benumed 
parts, but from all theſe no alteration during four 
das was perceived. After cleanſing the parts of all 
the greaſy fubſtances, by waſhing and wiping them 
clean, the Tractors were applied from the ſhoulder 
to the fingers for half an hour, without the leaſt ſen- 
fible eſſect at the time. The ſame was repeated at 
the end of three hoars, only varying the direction of 
the TraQtors, by drawing them over the ſhoulder 


down the vertebre. At the finiſhing of this opera- 
tiou, he complained of violent pain in the ſhoulder 
and erm. Uſed the Tractors at intervals of three 


hours, drawing them principally from the neck over 
the ſhoulder, and extending them to the ends of the 
fingers. The arm ſtill continued uſeleſs, but on the 
third morning, wile making the application, he felt 
a ſenſation of heat at his fingers ends. Every ſuc- 


ceeding trial gave relief, and gradually reſtored the 
limb to its former ſtrength and healthy ſtate. At the 
end of three days, he was ſo far recovered as to be able 


to go out on his uſual bufineſs. This man was firſt 
affected in his knee, which gradually extended over 


all that ſide till it became incapable of voluntary mo- 


tion.“ ' 
CASE IX. fryfipelatous Eruption, 


A child of this place was affected with an crup- | 


tion in its face, attended with violent itching and in- 
Hammation: ſo general about the eyes in particular, 
as 


* 
„„ * 
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as to cloſe them together. I was at a loſs how to 
apply the Tractors in this caſe, However I drew 
them as well as I could gently over the parts moſt 
affected. From the refractorineſs of the child it was 
difficult to conduct them in any particular direction. 
Notwithſtanding this uncertain mode of applying the 
Tractors, the inflammation was very much abated, 
and in two days it was nearly gone. The ſcab on 
the face gradually came off.“ 


CA X.—Spaſmedic Af7dions. 


« A married woman, of a very delicate habit, 
had for many years been ſubject to very alarming 
ſpaſmadic affections, ſo very violent ſometimes in the 
ſtomach as to threaten her immediate diſſolution, 
During one of theſe violent paroxyſms, the Tractors 
were applied to the region of the ſtomach, and drawn 
up the ſternum and over the clavicle. Relief was 
ſoon experienced in the ſtomach, but the ſpaſms at- 
tacked other parts of the body, as the head and arms, 
&c. On applying the Tractors to theſe paits, relief 
was almoſt inſtantaneouſly produced. 

«© On this patient the efficacy of the Tractors has 
fince beeh experienced in a variety of nervous affec- 
* particularly in violent pains of the bead, face, and 
teeth. 

« Heretofore, during the paroxyſms, various anti- 
ſpaſmodics, as opium with camphire, have been 
given in large doſes. After the uſe of theſe reme- 
dies, the patient has been frequently left in a debili- 
tared ſtate, and confined for a week or more, beſore 
ſhe acquired her uſual ſtrength. On the contrary, 
after the application of the TraRors, ſhe did not 
experichce any debility when the paroxyſm was 
paſt, and her health was reſtored in a ſurpriſing m an- 
ner,” | 


| C458 
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Casn XI.,—Contufion. 


« Jou N STRATPORD, aged 35, received a very 
violent contuſion, by a cart-wlieel falling on his 
thigh. At firſt it was thought the bone was fractur- 
ed. The parts were ſwelled prodigiouſly, fo much 
ſo, that it was neceſſary to ſplit his breeches in order 
to take them off. The inſide of the Knee was very 
much bruiſed and diſcoloured. I ſaw him about half 
an hour after the accident, before any application 
whatever had been made. A medical attendant 
preſent aſſiſted me in giving the Tractors a fair trial, 
and we uſed them in concert half an hour, when the 
pain and ſwelling had very much abated. I ordered 
him to bed, and called on him again in the evening; 
he told me he had no pain, and I found the inflamma- 
tion nearly gone. I uſed the Tractors about fifteen 
minutes longer, and by the next morning there was 


no appearance of diſeaſe remaining. He has not had 
the leaſt pain ſince.“ 


——— — — — 


A 
- — 


Mr. Gx Ax r, in the courſe of his obſervations, | 
takes occaſion to rewaik, that “ he does not find . 
that the Tractors afford the leaſt relief in ſcrofulous 
ſabjeFtr, as he has been baffled in ſeveral inſtances, | 
where he at firſt thought the caſes were fair, but | 
ſince found that want of ſucceſs aroſe from a ſcrofu- 
lous habit. ' 

« We are apt,“ ſays Mr. G. „ from remarkable ſuc- 
ceſs in particular cafes, to become too ſanguine, and 
are le] to uſe the practice indiſcriminately, and often 
in caſes not within the reach of human help ; ſuch in- 
judicious applications have but too frequently brought 
many uſeful remedies into diſcredit and diſuſe, - 

I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if the Tractors were | 
found to fail in the hands of many who may pur- 
chaſe. them, from this circumſtance, as well as from 4 
not duly perſevering in thoſe caſes which are ſuitable,” 

Extract 


U— — — hs Saw 
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Extra of a LETTER from Mx. GranT, dated Toth 

Month 29th Day, nearly a year after the receipt of the 
for ing caſes. 

« T can affare thee, my zeal for the Metallic Prac- 
tice is unabated, and my ſucceſs therein ſo fully 
eſtabliſhes their credit here, that oppoſition is of little 
avail. Facts ſpeak for themſelves, and will remain 
to ſtand the teſt of trial, while theoretic opinions 
vanith as vapours. The ſummer has beeh in general 
healthy, and hos not afforded ſuch a variety of com- 
plaints for the Metallic Practice as the autumn of 
the preceding one. The cafes which have occurec. 
have in general been rather unimportant ;z yet I can- 
not repreſs my inclination of giving thee one, which 
was the moſt diſtreſſing imaginable : 


Bite of an Adder. 


. A girl, 13 years of age, in gathering ſome 
whortlte-berrics in our woods, ſat down on ſeme 
heath. An adder coiled itſelf up her clothes, and 
Nung her on the thigh. She was brought in a car- 
Tiage to a ſurgeon in this town, who was from home, 
and no medical perſon could be procured, The caſe 
appeared a deſperate one, the hmb being twice its 
natural ſize, and the girl otherwiſe ſo ill, that little 
hope was entertained of her ſurviving the accident 
Jong. No other help being to be obtained, I was 
ſent for, and conceiving it to be a caſe in which the 
metallic practice might ſucceed, I was determined 
on trying it. I procured two female attendants, 
v hom I inſtructed to uſe the Tractors on the part. 
We continued applying them full two hours, when 
there was obſerved a great amendment. The /wel- 
ling vas entirely reduced. The limb, which, when I 
firſt ſaw her, the was unable to move, was now re- 
Nored to its ufe, and the pain wholly removed. In 
mort, ſo n was the application of the bh ppg: 

| + | | c 


3 
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that all who beheld it could nat but be aſtoniſhed. 
I particular ly requeſted information if any return 
of pain was felt, which was the caſe the next day 
about 10 o'clock; but the ſurgeon, at whoſe houſe 
ſhe was when 1 operated, got "the art of me, aud, 
before I came, had fo daubed the parts with hot oils, 
thut rendered any further trial of the Tractors abor- 
tive. The gul recovered. 

A fricnd of mine has ſucceeded in a cafe of 

Fpilepric Fits. 

« And I have further the fatisfaftion to inform 
thee, that I have letiers from many of my friends, 
who expreſs their great ſatisf ict ion and ſucces in the 
uſe of the Tractors they purchaſed of thee. 

© I am truly pleafed to he:r the Metallic Practice 
ſo rapidly extends. The publication of ſuch a num- 
ber of well-atteſted facts muſt be more ſatisfactory 
to all under ſuffering than any uncertain theopetical 
practices, and will conſequently lead to the a: doption 
of a remedy, found by experience ſo beneficial, and, 


hat is alſo extremely important, ſo incapable ot - 


doing harm. 

“ With beft wiſhes I remain thy aſſured friend, 

© Jou> GraNnT." 

I have dwelt longer on Mr. Grant's practice, as I 
conſider his obſervations of more moment than tho 
who have ſeen fewer experiments, aud who have 
employed this remedy wich leſs judgment and at- 
tention. His very humane and hen: volent cuſtom 
of attending both rich and poor, gratis, Willle it ate 
forded him 4 the gratification of relieving a great 
number of his ſuffering fellow creatures,” at the 
ſame time gave him an opportunity of making o8- 
merous and ſatisſaclory experiments. 


. LETTER 
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LeTTiRx FROM Mr. Jackxso0N, SURGEON, SLOANE 
STREET, CHELSEA, 


Sir, February 26th, 1799. 

About three months ſince I firſt heard of the 
ſucceſs of your Metallic Tractors, and was ftrongly 
urged to turn my thoughts to the practice. I will 
candidly acknowledge that it appeared to me in as 
unfavourable a light as the viſionary ſchemes of Meſ- 
mer; but in conſequence of hearing that my neigh- 
bour, the Rev. Dr. TroT TER, had done confiderable 
good by uſing them, I was determined, on the firſt 
proper occaſion, to give a fair trial to ſo novel a 
mode. On Thurſday the 17th ultimo, ſuch an one 
offered. One of the long ſtage-coaches from Bat- 
terſea was overſet near Charing-croſs by an axle-tree 
breaking, and ſome of the paſlengers were ſeverely 
hurt. Among them was Mr. WIN EN XN, a gen- 
tleman well known at the Stock Exchange; he was 
thrown by the ſhock to the oppoſite ſide of the car- 
riage, and received 


A ſevere Conti ſion in his Face and Lye. 


& By favour of Dr. TxOoT TEA, I was ſupplied 
with the Tractors that evening, and uſed them with 
ſucceſs. The next morning, 18h, the cellular mem- 


brane about the eyes was ſo turgid with blood, that 


I determined to apply leeches in the evening ; but 
to my pleaſure, as well as ſurpriſe, on uſing the 
TraRors again, the ſwelling ſo much ſubſided that 
no other remedy was neceſſary. | 

« 19th. They were applied twice with the moſt 
decided good effect. 20th, Uſed them in the fore- 
noon only; and on the ſucceeding day, 21ſt, after 


their application, he went into the city to buſineſs ; 


and in two days more was quite well. 

« Without entering at preſent into any diſcuſſion 
of the principle on which the Tractors act, I can 
truly aſſert my conviction, that under the beſt mode 
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my experience would have dictated in ſuch a caſe, 
Mr. WixyeEtxxy would not have been able to return 
to buſineſs in leſs than a fortnight, 


E ryſipelas, 


ce I have to add another inſtance of their good ef- 
fets. Mrs. P. an elderly per ſon in this place, who 
had been previouſly ill with aſthma and fever, was 
attacked with as violent an eryſipelatous inflamma- 
tion all over her face as I ever ſaw. The heat, pain, 
and tenſion were ſo diſtreſſing, that I determined to 
uſe the Tractors. After applying them ten minutes 
ſhe declared herſelf eaſy, and could open the eye - 
lids, which were cloſed before I began. The ap- 
plication was perſevered in, and in fix times ſhe was 
perfectly recovered, The only medicine uſed was 
an opening draught. 

« As I am now in poſſeſſion of a ſet of the Trac- 
tors, I ſhall, continue in the practice, being convinced 
that many Tufferings of humanity wi!l be removed 
in 2 ſhort ſpace of time, and with the moſt abſulute 
certainty of the innocence of the remedy. 

& 1 am, Sir, your molt obedient ſervant, 
| « JouxN JACKSON.” 


EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LET TER FROM MM. IAck- 
SON, DATEDSLOANE=-STREET, DECEMBER IGth, 
1799- 

46 Sir, ; 

& As I learn your intention of publiſhing another 
edition of your Eſſay on the Efficacy of the Metallic 
Tractors, I think it will give you ſome ſatisfaction 
to be aſſured, that, ſince my former communication, 
I am more firmly convinced of their ſalutary effe&s, 
from ſucceſs in many inſtances, and particularly in 
my own family: The firſt of theſe was 

A ſevere Scald g 
on one of my ſons (a youth of 14), which extended 
C2 over 
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over the ſurfaces of his foot, a ſpace almoſt as broad 
as the palm of a hand. On ufing the TreQors about 
halt an hour the pain entirely ſubſided. fo that it 
was not neceſſary to apply them a fecond time. The 
ſecond Caſe was 


A Scald in aua! batting Water, 


on the whole of the right hand of my youngeſt 
Caughter ; the pain, tenſion, and inflammation were 
of tevere, that, athouugh potiefſed of great retolution, 
me could ſcarcely ſupport the agony, Providen- 
trally TI was at home, and, after uſing the Tractors 
about twenty minutes, ſhe grew eaſier. I continued 
their application during a quarter of an hour, and 
nothing remained but a ſenſe of great foreneſs. It 
is, indeed, otferiag no more than common juſtice to 
vour invention, to fay, 1 firmly believe, but for it, 
the whole hand would have been covered with bliſ- 
ters; and, perhaps, not cured in two cr three weeks, 


With moſt fincere wiſhes for the extenſive circulas | 


tion of the Metallic Tractors, 
J remain, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant 
. Jack 40K. . 


LETTER FROM MR. FreperncSwiTth, Cuxu is r 
AND DrUGGIST, IN THE HAY-MARKET., 


Since this genileman hecame poſleiſed of a ſet of 
the Traccrs, which is more than a year, he has had 
very many opportuaities of uſing them, having at- 
tended all patients that applied, gratis; and from his 
knowledge of the properties and operations of medi- 
eine, his report is rendered important and ſatis- 
| factory. 
« Hhay- market, 2d 4th Month, 1779. 

« Eſteemed Friend, 

e Having underſtoad it was thy intention to pub- 


lich ſome caſes on the effects produced by the Met * 
"0" * * 4 js 


"IE WEL. — — — . e 
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lic Tractors, I thought I could give thee an account 
of ſeveral experimeats which are not ummport ant ; 
at the ſame time freely acknowledging, when I tirft 
heurd of them, even from ſome of my particular 
friends, 1 was a ſceptic, and until ecular demouftreÞcimn 
prove. tu me their beneficial ettects, I was ie tt 
conceive the whole aroſe from the influence of the 
Knagination, and was nealy allied to Animal Mag- 
netiſm. Perhaps the fot:'owing cafes (or as many TlH 
them as thou my a prehend it right to masse ute 
of) will not be unacceptabie,” 


Cask I.-[Fiolent Pain in the Repirn of the Liver, 
gin 


&« About the middle of the tenth month laſt, hav» 
ing iult returned from the country, where 1 hai fe- 
veral opportunities of ſeeing the Tractors made uſe of 
with great effect, I had an inclination to try them on 
a young man, my apprentice, who ſlemed rapvly 
going iato a decline. For many weeks he had her 
incapable of attending to buſineſs, had a true hectic 
puiſe, ſeldom lefs than an hundred and twenty, and 
as in ſuch cafes very irregular; there was a continual 
violent pain in the region of the liver. A phyſician 
of {kill and judgment, win attended him, preſcribed 
the uſaal means to obtain relief; and among other 


reme. les, bliſters and frequent topical bleeding were 


had rechurſe to, but with little or no ſenſible benefit, 
Seving it a deſperate caſe, determined me to make 
trial of the Tractors, and to my great ſurpriſe and 


ſatisfaction, after continuing their uſe about a week, 


the pain in his fide was removed, and in a thort time 
he was ſo far recovered as to be able to attend to his 
buſinefs. He has ſometimes fince had returns of 
pain, but only in a flight degree, and which the ap- 


plication of the Tractors has uniformly relieved. 


His health is now nearly re-eſtabliſhed, which he, 

as veil as myſelf, conceive to be lolely from tie uſe 

of the Tractors, | 
C 3 . 11 Ia 


. 
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In addition to the above I may add, that a friend 
nf mine, who had a liver complaint, attended with 
fimilar ſymptoms, and who purchaſed a ſet of the 
Tractors from thy Agent in Bath, where he had been 
for the benefit of the waters, without ſucceſs, has 
from the metallic practice received ſo much relief 
that very little pain now occurs, and when it docs, 
is removed by the application of the Fractors. 

« It certainly maſt be a matter of much import- 
ance in caſes like the above, where medicine but too 
frequently proves ineffectual, that even 14 palliative 
to pain, near!y amuuntiig to cure (and which in 
time may probably prove ſo) Huld be obtained with 
ſo little trouble; and that the diteaſe felt be ſo far 
ſubdued as to occaſion no greater 1nconventence,” 

CASE lM. Fil: Pain mn the Vicdnmy of the Aidrey, 

« A relation of mine had in the cougſe of the laſt 
year been afflicted with a pain in her back, which 
confined her to her room for ſome months. She 
was often affected fo violently as not to be able to 
leave her bed, ind for a conftiderable time incapable 
of walking without crutches. The medical perfon 
who attended her treated the complaint as a lumbago. 

« The 11th month laſt ſhe ſolicited my advice. 


Upon hearing her ſymproms, I apprehended her caſe” 


had been miſtaken, and that the kidneys were the 
feat of the diſorder, the exceſs of pain being only in 
theſe parts. I prevailed upon her to have the Trac» 
tors tried. Ou the firſt application ſhe nearly fainted 
ſeveral times, hut found relief. In two days ſhe was able 
to walk up and down ſtairs, and by continuing their 
uſe (ſeveral times) daily for a week, all pain was 
removed. She has ever ſince been able to attend to 
her family concerns.” | 
Cassz Ill.—Eryfpelatous Fruptien in the Face, 
&« My daughter, a child about four years of age, 


had for ſeveral weeks a diſagreeable eruption 5 her 
: aces 
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« face. A varicty of medicines were employed both 
Ti externally and internally without effect. The hu- 
5 mour was of a very acrid nature, tending much to- 
1 wards an etyſipelatous inflammation, a thin watery 


ichor «xuded from under the ſcabs. My wife drew 
the Tractors lightly over the parts affected. After 
5 the firſt application the inflammation conſiderably 
1 abated, and in two days nothing but dry ſcabs re- 
mained, which in a very ſhort time were removed, 
leaving the ſkin as ſmooth as uſual. The Tractors 
were not uſed more than three times. 

« 1 have ſeen them uſed in ſeveral caſes of eryſi- 
pelas, with the moſt dec ded benefit.“ 


4 as Lt 
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CAsEH IV. —Violen: In lammation in the Eye. 


« A young woman had ſo violent an inflammation 
in her right eye, that ſe could not Pear the light 
without experiencing excruciating pain. There ap- 
peared a film over the greatelt part; the pupil com- 
pletely. On the firſt application of the Tractors ſhe 
was with difficulty kept from fainting, not on ac- 
count of the pain, but from a ſenſation ſhe could not 
deſcribe. The operations were continued for three 
weeks, Quring which ſhe was daily receiving bene- 
fit, and at the end of that time the inflammation ſub» 
ſided, and the fikm alio was entirely removed.“ 


Casr V.—Rheumati/m. 

* A Friend of mine, about two months fince, was 
attacked with a very violent rheumatic pain in the 
back part of his head, reaching a little way down the 
ſpine, and terminating near the ſcapula of the lelt 
ſhoulder. He had a good deal of fever, and had kept 
the houſe for ſeveral days. He made uſe of em- 
brocations, and took guiiacum and laudanum, which 
gave temporary relicf, but the pain continually re- 
turned. The Tractors were then applied, which 
immediately gave him eaſe, and on continuing their 
uſe a weok the complaint was removed.” 


C4 CASE 


—— — ' 
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Cas VI—Lrgina Maligna, or Ulcerous Sore Thi ont. 


t A few weeks ſince 1 found myſelf exceedingly 
ill, with ſymproms of approaching fever, which ip a 
few days terminated in a complaint, to which I have 
of late years been much ſubjeR, viz, an Ulcerous 
Sore Throat. As it had uſually been a tedious dif- 
order with me I became low ſpirited, which the 
nervons fever that then attended me rather promo- 
ted. My tongue was covered with a thick brown 
cruſt, the tontils and fauces much inflamed. Though 
I had fo frequently made uſe of the Traftors on others, 
the probability of their being nſeful to myſelf eſ- 
caped me for ſeveral days. It however occurring 
at laſt ; I tractored myſelf for about ten minutes, and 
obtained relief hoth from ſoreneſs and pain. In the 
courſe of the felt a flight return, but which on 
the application of the Tractors was removed in a few 
minntes. In two or three days I was well enough to 


leave the houſe, and attend to buſineſs. 


« Some days after this my Wife, u ho ſuſpect had 
eaught the infection ſrom me, was attacked in the 
ſame manner, bu: the timely application of the Trac- 
tors prevented the diſorder from proceeding to any 
great height, and ſhe was favoured to recover much 
ſooner than I had ever known any to have done iu a 
ſimilar complaint.“ 


CASE VII. - Numbneſs in one of the Extremilits. 


% A young man, about fix weeks ſince, called on 
we, to requeſt 1 would recommend ſomething that 
might relieve him from a ſerious and alarming com- 
plaint, with which he had for ſome time been af- 
fected, viz. a Kumbneſs and entire want of feeling in 
the right arm, from the ſhoulder to the fingers ends. 
The arm and hand had a livid appearance, and from 
ſome cuts he had on the fingers which could not be 
healed, there evinced an ohſtruction in the circuta- 
tion. After 1 had uſed the Tractors for a few mi- 
I | nutes, 
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nutes, he exclaimed with much ſatisfactian, „that 
his feel:ng began to return, and that he felt the points 
of the inftruments very ſenſihly!“ In a few mi- 
nutes more, he ſaid “ he perceived a warmth and a 
glow in his hand and arm ;” and we obſerved, an 
evident change from a hvid to a healthy appearance. 
He was tra ctored about half an hour. In the even- 
ing of the ſame day, the operation was again per- 
formed, and with fo much ſucceſs, that he ſaid his 
arm was as well as ever. I have feen him ſeveral 
times ſince, and he has repeitedly told me that he has 
experienced no return of the complaint.“ 


In addition to the above Caſes, I caninform thee, 
I have found the Tractors of ſingular uſe in my own 
young family, who have been bruiſed by falls, or run- 

ning againſt the corner of tables, &c. I have been 

much entertained in minutely oz le wing the in lamma- 
tion, tuns fuſtion, and bl:ckneſs gradually diſappear, and 
tlus in a variety uf inſtances. 

« If the Tractors were of no other uſe, I ſhould 
he perfectly ſatisfied in having purchaſed them for 
thete purpoſes alone. 

I have uſed them in ſeveral caſes of pain in ths 
head and teeth, but in theſe I have been ſometimes 
unſucceſsful, which, 1 ſuppoſe, mutt be accounted for, 
from the circumſtance that pains in and about the 
head are ſo often ſymptomatic, and ariſe from at- 
fetions in other parts of the body. a 

6 Thou may, if thou thinkeſt proper, refer thoſe 
who wiſh to obtain information on the ſubject to 
me. I remain with eſteem, thy aſſured friend, 

&« FREDERIC SMITH.” 


Coyy oF ANOTHER LETTER FROM MR. 817, 
DATED 5th 12th MoxTH 1799. 

Efteemed Friend, , 

“ Underſtanding thou haſt an intention of making 

ſome additions to the Caſes already publiſhed, it tho 

C5 apprehend 
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apprehend the following worthy thy notice, thou 
art at liberty to make uſe of them: being fo 
thoroughly ſatisfied of the ſuperior effects of the 


Tra&ors, I am again defirous of bearing my teſti- 
mony in their favour,” 


CASE I. Ft. Vitfus's Dance. 


& A child about eight years of age, had for ſome 
time been afflicted with this complaint, when in the 
fall of 1798, the ſymptoms increaſed to an alarming 
degree ; beſides the uſual agitations, the appetite 
failed ; ſhe was languid, impatient, inconſtant to ail 
employments, and reſtleſs during the night. She had 
the advantage of medical advice, with change of air 
and objects, but all without effect. The father of the 
child inclined to try the efficacy of the Tractors, yet 
with little expectation of benefit. He rematked, that 
ſhe complained of an exceſſive pain in the head, and 
a continual uneaſineſs on the left fide. They were 
therefore drawn over the forehead alternately ; in the 
ſhort ſpace of five minutes, ſhe with great vivacity 
exclaimed that the head-ach was gone. 

« They were next uſed on the fide about ten mi- 
mes, during which a ſuffuſton was obſerved to ſpread 
over the whole ſide - The ſame proceſs was repeated 
the following night, when every ſymptom diſap- 
peared, and the child has been able to reſume her 
purſuits without inconvenience. It was not the leaſt 
remarkable incident that the diforder had induced 
a perpetual wnpleoſant breath, of which the ſecond 
application of the TraQors effected an entire im- 
provement, and ſo has ever ſince continued. —More 
than a year has now elapſed fince the cure was per- 
formed, and as the child is hable on catching cold to 
a recurrence of the ſame ſymptoms, the Tractors have 


hitherto been employed with uniform certainty to re- 
move them.“ 


Carr 
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Cs E II.—Bilious Irritability. 

& A delicate woman had the Bilious Cholic to fo 
violent a degree as to produce the moſt alarming ſpaſ- 
modic affections. The Steruum, or breaſt bone, was 
fo much contracted, as, that it appeared nearly united 
to the ſpine; the hands and feet were alſo dreadfully 
affected, and the contractions in the face, but eſpeci- 
ally the mouth, gave ſerious apprehenſions of an ap- 


pProaching Triſmus, or /ocked jaw, Though 1 had 


a very high opinion of the Tractors, yet 1 confeſs I 
was not ſo thoroughly convinced of their efficacy, as 
at once to make uſe of them, without firit trying 
ſome other means, zccordingly a variety of em- 
brocations, with friction, &c. &c. were applied, 
but all without any beneficial effect. A young 
woman and myſelf now operated with the Tractors ; 
ſhe applied one on the hands of the patient, and at 
the ſame time I uſed the other on the face, with al- 
moſt inftant relief ; they were then applied to the 
ſtomach, where, in a very few minutes, they proved 
equally effectual. The whole time employed in this 
cure did not amount to ten mimites; ſhe had a ſlight 
return afterwards in the ſtomach, which was imme 
diatsly relieved by the Tractors.“ 


CASE III.— H ammation and Swelling on the Lug. 

« A perſon lately recovered from a tever, obſerved 
a degree of inflammation on the calf of the leg, which 
produced much pain and ſwelling on the part ; it 
gradually increaſed to the fize of a pullet's egg; it 
was not till other remedies were tried, without the de- 
fired effect, that the Tractors were made uſe of, and 
by one application for about forty minutes, the inflam- 
mation, pain, and ſwelling were entirely ſubdued, and a 
cure obtained.“ 


Cas Ex IV.—Spaſm is the Oeſopbagus. 


% Whilſt 1 was in the county of Bucks about four 


months 1ince, I was informed of a poor woman who 
C 6 | had 
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had lain ſeveral weeks in a very trying ſtate; ſhe was 
reprefented to me as then ſtarving to death; 1 fonnd 


ing,to niere ſhadow ;—had loſt her voice, and it was 
wit!) diftculty ſhe could even whiſper. The medical 
perſon who had attended her, apprehended that a 
ſkin was nearly grown over the CEſophagus ſo as to 
hinder food from getting into the ſtomach, and yet as 
in the courſe of every day her mouth was occaſionally 
moiſtened with ſome liquid in a tea-ſpoon, and accor- 
ding to her defcription © a ſmall portion got down 


and uneaſineſs, it is certain that ſome nouriſhment 
got into the ſtymach ; her tongue was dry and hard, 
of a deep red colour, and nature ſeemed ſo completely 
exhauſted, that no appetite or 'defire for food re- 
mained. I, however, ventured to apply the Tractors, 
which having done for about a quarter of an hour, 
I defired her to take a tea ſpoonful of wine and wa- 
ter, and then another, both which ſhe ſwallowed 
without any difficulty or pain! She then tried a larger 
ſpoontul, which ſhe was enabled ta ſwallow! 1 
uſed the Tractors for about half an hour more; in 
the courſe of the evening ſhe took half a baſon of 
warm milk, diluted with a ſmall quantity of water. 
I continued the application for three days, the time 
I remained at the place, during which ſhe took as 
much fond, without difficulty, as ſhe was inclined, 
or her ſtomach could bear; and though ſhe appear» 
ed ſo far reduced that I had no apprehenſion a re- 
covery could take place, being above ſixty years of 
age, yet it was convincing to me that had they been 
uſed at the commencement of her illneſs, her life in 
all probability would have been ſaved. It was, how- 
ever a gratification beyond my deſcription to obſerve 
the extraordinary effect it had upon the poor woman ; 
me ſeemed to be overwhelmed with ſurprize and 
gratitude, as were two of her daughters, who by their 
tears alone ſilently expreſſed their feelings.“ a 
« I ſhall 


her as deſcribed ; ſhe was waſted, comparatively ſpeak- 


behind her ears,“ but eccafioning an exceſſive pain 


— 


— 


— 
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' certain ſign that a cure is about to be effected. B. D. P. 
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« ſhall now take the liberty of making an obſer- 
vation or two on the ſubjet of this practice. Have 
ing in a variety of 'initances ſeen its decided uſeful» 
neſs, I was led to make trial of common pieces of me- 
tal, ſhap<d nearly as the Tractors, and I acknow- 
l-dge they ſeemed to have ſome effect, but I do not 
recollect an inſtance, where it was not neceſſary to 
apply the Tractors, in order to perform a cure. I 
ſhall mention one comparative inſtance of their in- 
fluence. A young woman had by a fail &aiſ:d ber 
elbow in a virlint manner. It ſwelled, the pain was 
excruciating, and the could get vo reſt; a conſider- 
able degree of fever attended ; the uſual remedies 
had been tried previous to our ſeeing her, hut with. 
out effect. The Tractors were applied; at firſt the 


pain, whilſt uſing them, ſeemed more ò than ſhe could 


well bear, and, indeed, though it was continued for a 
confiderable time, we did not then perceive much 
advantage, which might have been prevented by the 
pain being fo exquiſite as to cauſe violent peripira- 
tion; the next day ſhe informed us ſhe had ſlept con- 
fiderably better; and on twice more uſing the Trac- 
tors, a cure was performed, In a few days the came 
again and informed us ſhe had met with another ac- 
cident, and had bruſed her e/bow more violently 
than before. This was thought a fair opportunity 
of making trial with the pieces of metal (brais and 


iron.) They were accordingly drawn gently over the 


part, but without ſeeming to cauſe any ſenſation ; 
the Tractors were then applied, which immediately 
produced an exceſs of pain and agony ; the other 
metals were now alternately made uſe of, and with 
exactly the ſame effect as before, which fully eſta- 
blithing in our minds the difference of tie influence 
ot different metals on the human body, The Trac. 

tors 


* An increaſe of pain during the application is a 
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tors were continued ; the conſequence was, a cure 
in a few days. The circumftance of different me- 
tals having been applied could have no influence on 
the young woman's mind, as ſhe was totally ignoraat 
of the experiment being made. 

« It is to be lamented that among men of ſcience, 
there ſhould he found thoſe who oppoſe the Metal- 
lic Practice, without fairly and impartially inveſti- 
gating its merit. Oppoſition without ſubſtantial 
reaſon, can in no reſpect do away the fact of their 
real uſefulneſs, and therefore till ſomething more 
perſuaſive than mere argument and ſuperficial decla- 
mation is produced, myſelf with many others muſt 
reſt ſatisfied with ſuch ocular demonſtration as ex- 
perience alone is able to furniſh us with. I perceive 
much depends on the mode of vfing the Tractors, as 
well as perſevering in their uſe; it requires in 
many inſtances a conſiderable portion of patience, 
an ingredient that but too few of us are overſtocked 
with: I am inclined to think they might be uſefully 
employed for Ch:/blains, as in the only two caſes that 
have come under my notice this year, they have 
proved ſucceſsful. 

4 Thy ſincere friend, 
© FREDEKICK SMITH.“ 
2 — 
COMMUNICATION FROM MR. DAVID OGILVY, 
JUN« BOOKSELLER, HOLBORN, LONDON, 


« Sir, London, Auguſt 2, 1798. 

&« Agreeably to my promiſe when 1 purchaſed a 
ſet of your Tractors, I ſhall do myſelf the pleaſure of 
communicatihg to you the reſult of my experiments. 
The curioſity naturally excited by a remedy ſo novel, 
and, as one might infer from your late publication, 
ſo intereſting to humanity, has led me to place myſelf, 
as much as poſſible, in the way of procuring proper 
fubjects for the Tractors, and of noting with atten - 
9 tion 
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tion their effects; that I might thereby have an op- 
portunity of convincing myſelf of the truth or fallacy 
of the doctrine from my own experience. The ultt- 
mate ſucceſs of theſe trials, I take great pleaſure in 
declaring, has exceeded my expectations. 


Gouty Head-ache, 


« The firſt experiment I made with the TraQtors 
was on my Mother, for a very vient pain in the bead, 
and the caſe proved ſuitable for the Metallic In- 
fluence. It may be proper to obſerve, that this 
pain was the remains of gauty af dtians, with which 
ſhe had been troubled for ſeveral years. By the ad- 
vice of her phyſician ſhe had recourſe to the Bath 
waters, about three years ſince ; ſoon after her re- 
turn, the diſeaſe, which before at times affected her 
whole body, became ſtationary in her head. I can 
only ſay, that upon applying the Tractors agreeable 
to your directions, when ſhe was in violent pain, her 
head-ach, which had afflicted her very ſeverely and 
almoſt inceſſantly for upwards of two years, was in 
about ten minutes completely relieved. The appli- 
cation has been once repeated, and however extra- 
ordinary the fact, ſhe has never experienced the pain 
ſince. It is now about four months ſince the ap- 
plication,” 

Contu ſion. 


I have lately had occaſion to uſe them in a caſe 
of a Bruiſe, which afforded me much ſatisfation, My 
infant child by accident fell againſt the edge of a chair, 
and received a very ſevere blow in the ferebead. The 
child appearing in great pain, I applied the Tractors 
as ſoon as poſſible, before the part had ſwelled to the 
extent that it doubtleſs would, if left to itſelf: ſhe 
very ſoon ſtopped crying, and the ſwelling and in- 
flammation in a few minutes were hardly percepti- 
rs and nothing remaiged of the wound but a ſmall 

cars"? | 
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Selling in the Face, and Bite of a Hat. 


% T have twice had occaſion to uſe the Trac rs 

n myſelf, once for a few, [ling in the face accompanied 
with pain, and once for the e of a gu My face, 
in conſequence of a cold a ſhort time hnce, became 
very much ſwelled, and in confider:ble pain; a 
ſingle application removed the pain and ſwelling. 
The bite from a guat was in two places, the one 
above, and the other juſt below the lid of one of my 
eyes; the parts became very foon ſo much ſwelled 
as to completely cloſe the eye, and on ufing the 
Tractors a few minutes the pain was removed, and 
the ſwelling tubſided ſoon after.“ 


« J have applied the TraQors with equal ſucceſs 
in many other caſes, once for a rheumatic gout ; for 
common head-achs, &c. ; but it would be tedious to 
detail every caſe, and indecd they do not all now oc- 
cur to my mind, 

« You will not infer from the above ſtatement, 
that I have invariably ſucceeded in all my experi- 
ments; probably from not paying ſufficient attention 
to the directions accompanying the Tractors, which 
point out the diſeaſes ſubject to the metallic influence, 
I have often, no doubt, applied them improperly. 
And here give me leave to obſerve, that you ovaght 
to ſpare no pains in inſtructing your purchaſers in 
the mode of uſing the Tractors, as well as to diſcri- 
minate between the diſeaſes ſubject to their influence, 
and thoſe that are not; otherwiſe this practice, like 
every other, when injudiciouly uſed, may loſe 
credit unjuſtly. Wiſhing you ſucceſs in your prac- 
tice, which the diſcovery undoubtedly merits, 

« { remain, Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Davis OGc1LvyY, jun.“ 


In 
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In addition to the above communication, Mr, 
OGrLvy has fince favoured the Author with the fol- 
lowing. 

« Dear Sir, London, April 1ſt, 1799. 

If any further atteſtation from me retpecting 
the efficacy of the Metallic TroQors, than that I f:nt 
to you laſt ſummer, would be acceptable, you are at 
I 'berty to ſtate in your intended publication, that I 
have continued uſing them, and with ſimilar ſucceſs, 
As I have always been ready to operate gui on all 
v ho applied, you may ſuppoſe that I hive not wante 
ed opportunities for ſeeing their effects very often. 

© To derail every caſe would fill up a moderate 
volume, and as you probably have numerous com- 
munications from all parts of England, a lengthy 
Jetter from me would be unintereſting. I cannot 
but till de of the ſame opinion, reſpeeting the ne- 
ce ſſity of your purchaſers having a ſtrict dherence 
to your directions for uſing the TraRors, and parti- 
cularly to what is ſaid on the preſence of «/y, greaſy 
ſul ſhances, pu ſpiration, &c, The influence of theſo, 
in reſiſting the action of the TraRors, I have often 
had occaſion to notice, and am perſuaded that. very 
many caſes mult occur, where ſucceſs is prevented 
from tlieſe cauſes. Thoſe who re in the habit of 
uſing your Tractors, cannut be too attentive to theſe 
circumſtances.“ 

Centraction of the Hand. 

6 T muſt ſtats one cure, which you may act your 
pleaſure about inſerting in your book. My. mothery 
in addition to the complaint in nher head (which hows 
ever yet continues well) as ſtated in my former lets 
ter, about two years face received a umd in the 
palm of her hand, by falling on a broken glaſs bottle, 
which parted an artery. When this wound healed 
her fingers became ſo contracted, that ſhe could 
ſcarcely make any uſe of them. At times there _ 
| muyc! 
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much pain in that part of the hand where the wonnd 
had been, The idea fuck me, that the Tractors 
night be of benefit in removing the contraction, by 
drawing them from the back and palm of the hand 
to the extremities of the fingers. I made the ex 
periment, and the ſtricture gradually gave way, and 
in a fery minutes ſhe could uſe that hind as well as 
the other. Since that application, which is now ſe- 
veral months, the contraction has threg or four times 
returned, but on uſing the Traftors it has always 
been removed in the courfe of five or ſix minmes. 

% Not having obſerved, among the experiments 
you have publiſhed, many trials of the Tractors in 
contractious, 1 have been more particular in ſingling 
out this caſe, from the numerous others in which 1 
have employed them with equal ſucceſs. 

« Your moſt obevient and 
4% humble ſervant, 
« David Oc1Lvy, jun.“ 
Tc 


COMMUNICATION FROM MR, JAMES MAT THEWS, 
BOOKSELLER, STRAND. 


« Sir, 

« Hearing of your intention to publiſh ſome caſes 
relative to the uſe of your Metallic Tractors, in the 
removal and cure of ſeveral diſeaſes, I conceive it a 
duty I owe to you and the public at large to bear my 
teſtimony in their favour. Since 1 have been in 
poſſeſſion of a ſet of them, I have applied them in 
ſeveral caſes of the head-2ch, rheumatiſm in the face 
and elſewhere, and inflammations in the eyes, with 
complete ſucceſs. | 


Rheumatic Tooth-ach. 


« A lady who had been in extreme agony ſeven 
days from a rheumatic tooth-ach, was relieved in 
tea minutes by application of the Tractors. The 

| ſoreneſs 
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foreneſs which ſhe felt in her cheek was alſo remov- 
ed in a ſew hours after.“ 


Inflammation in the Ryes. 


« A gentleman, who had a ſwelled f:ice and great 
inflammmioa in his eye, permitted me to apply the 
Tract rs. I: about eiglau or ten minutes the tume- 
faction in tie face ſol faded, nd the eye was relieved 
from weakneſs and pain. 1 he blood-veffels, which 


V ere turg dand diflended, gradually diſcharged ther- i 
ſelves, ard iithe conſe of the next day the inflame 
mation uheuly appeared ?? | 


Ch nic Pain from a & prain, 


« A gertleman, from ſom*- exertion in his garcens 
about Miviummer laſt, ſpramned his ſhoulder, ſince 
which te has ng) been wbl- to raiſe his fore arm 
higher than an he rizontal poſition from his elbows | 
He une not able of courſe to put on his cravat or 
coa', and, if he attempted to lift up his arm, it was {4 
always attended with (xtreme pain, even ſo as to | 
make him y out. His wife, hearing that I was in i4 
poiſ ſſion of the Tractors, deſited that I would per- 
form an operation uon lum. Happy in an oppor- 
tunity to tiy their effects in ſuch a peculiar cafe, I 
called on him tor that purpoſe, on Wedneſid.y even- 
ing, Nov. 14th. My fuſt precaution was to have his 
arm, from his ſhoulder to the extremities .,of his 
fingers, waſhed with warm ſoap avd water, to 
clean ſe it from the greaſy and vily ſubſtances which 
were preſent, and 1 likewife took care trot my own 
hand, as an op*1a*or, ſhould be free from thoſe {ub- 
ſtances allo, which J find to be neceſſary in All cates 
where the Tractors are applied. I then procecded to 
draw the points ot the Tractors alternately (uſtng 
each about three minutes) from the ſhoulder to the 
extremities of the fingers, and in leſs than ten mi- 
nutes he found the arm much relieved from pain 

an 
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and on continuing their uſe half an hour, I had the 
gratiücation of treing him put on his cravat and 
chat without atliftaiice, which he had not done for 
four or five months before. The next morning he 
hfted a heavy chair with the ſame arm, aud carried 
it from one five of the room to the other, and th.t 
wu haut pain, to his very great aſtoniſhmeziit. A 
gentleman, who was preſent Curing the operation, 
kuowing how long he had been troubled with this 
complaint, was fo convinced of the utility cf the 
Tractors, that he aſterwarvs purchaſed a {ct of them 
to take into the country with him, (rom a p! nlanthree 
Pic ſpirit to do good to the afflicted iu his vicmity.” 


Scalds. 


c My Wife has been twice ſcalded. The firſt 
time with hot tailow on both her wriſts ; and upon 
the immediate application of the Tractors, after the 
removal of the greaſe, the inflammation ceaſed, and 
the apparent progreſs of veſica ion was arreited, 
The ſecond was occaſtoned by boiling coffee. The 
TraQors were applied, and the ſame effect, as in the 
caſe above, took place. 


A Contufion, 

% Another caſe occurred in my own family. A 
boy in beating by:ks was accide mtally ſtruck by one 
of my men, who was be: ting with him, with a 
bammer of nearly fourteen pounds weigt:t, upon the 
upper part of his cye-lid, wich p: oduced a wound 
three-fourths of an inch in length. Having blotting 
paper at hand, I immediately ſoaked up the blood 
with it, and applied the Tractors, The tumefaction 
was prevented from taking place, which was very 
ſurpriſing alter ſo ſevere a blow. I applied a rag 
with a liitle Balſam only, and ufed the Tractors once 
more. In three days his eye was perſectly well, 
there remaining only a ſmall ſcab and a litile b ack= 
pels below the eye. 

. © Theſe, 
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&« Theſe, with ſeveral other fimilir facts which 
I have witnetlied, fully eſtabliſh the virtue of the 
Tractors in my eſtimaion; ; and ſhould they fail un 
any inſtance of producing the deſired effect, I believe 
it is becauſe the caſe is not of the deſcription for 
which they are recommended, that they are impro- 
perly uſed, or not applied as freyuently as is n-cef. 
fary, Wiſhing you ſucceſs in you endeavours to 
promote the public welfare, by bringing this in- 
portant diſcovery to England, 

cc x amy Sir, 
46% Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
% AUE MATTHEWS. 
Strand, No. 18, 
January I 799. 


— — 
The Lx TT ER, of which the following is an E utra , come; 
from a CGintleman much attached to phil>jophical la- 
veſtis, 111912 z_ 


Mx. Tzrtv, or LancasTER-CoOURT, STRAND) 
Lo N Do. 
« Sin, 

& In England, which has long bonſted its great 
and enlizhtene« men, there pre\ Als as much preiu- 
dice and ſcepticiſm on any innuvetion which oppoſes 
former opinions, as in countries where ſcience and 
philoſophy have made leſs progreſs, When Lu. 
N AR Di gave out, a few years fince, in the public pa- 
pers, that he would certainly aſcend into the air by 
means of a balloon, many ſenfible men thouglit it 
impoſtible, and riciculed thoſe w ho entertained a dif 
ferent opinion. You will not therefore be ſurpriſed 
that perſons of this claſs ſhould, in the year 1799, 
equally diſbelieve nl ridicule your Father's diſcovery, 
and even declare the practice an impoſition on tlie 
e 

| * With a view to inform ſuch characters, and ta 
tha 
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the relief of my ſuffering fellow mortals, I ſubmit to 
yon, for inſertion in your next publication, the fol- 
lowing caſcs : 

Sprain. 

& About a fortnight ſince, a perſon in my family 
ſprained her foot. It ſwelled, grew black, and was 
very painful. I applied the Tractors, which I pur- 
chaſed of you; the pain was removed. I repeated 
the operation that evening and the next morning, 
"when ſhe was every way much better, and by the 
evening of that day well.” 


Tooth=ach. 


« My ſervant had a bad Tooth-ach, which pro- 
ceeded from a rotten or carious tooth. 1 directed 
my little daughter to apply the Tractors, and relief 
was given in a very few minutes. As the tooth was 
much decayed, the pain has many times fince return- 
ed, but has always been relieved by the application 
of the Tractors. 

« The above are ſome of the caſes which have 
come under my own inſpection. There is an old 
and vulgar maxim, that © ſeeing is beheving, but 
feeling is the naked truth.” On the day of the laſt 
illumination for N=LsoN's brilliant victory over the 
French fleet, I was very ſuddenly affected with a 
violent pain in the ſmall of my * or what is com- 
monly called the 

Lumeago 


It came on in the afternoon, and I was ſo ill as to be 
obliged to lay on the bed until five o'clock. I could 
not walk acroſs the room, or ſtand upright without 
very great pain. The Tractors were applied, and in 
leſs than ten minutes, though however extraordinary 
it may appear, I was relieved, and could walk about 
as well as ever. I do not ſay I was completely cured 
by that one operation, for there was ſome pain the 

next 
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next day, but by no means ſo violent, and in a fery 
days, by conſtant uſe of the Tractors, it entirely 
left me. ; 

« If it will at all contribute towards eſtabliſhing 


a doarine, entirely new in the reſearches of this 


country, you are at liberty to make uie of the name of 
« Your humble ſervant, 
« RICHARD TER.“ 
Lancaſter-Court, Strand, 
13th October, 1798.“ 


CoMMuNICATION FROM THE RRV. DR. TroT. 
TER, OF HANS-PLACE, BNIGHTSBRIDGE. 


F ; Hans-place, March 29, 1799. 
« Dear Sir, 

« In anſwer to your queſtion, © What is now my 
opinion of the Metallic TraQors?” I can with con- 
frdence ſay, that after ſix months candid trial, Im 
equally aſtoniſhed and pleaſed. The inſtruments 
and the operation are ſo ſimple that they promiſe 
nothing, but the effect is ſo remarkable and generally 
ſo ſudden, that it ſeems more like a miracle than the 
uſual courſe of nature, though till of late undiſco- 
vered. When 1 firſt peruſed your late Publication, 
giving an accouvt of your father's cures by his Me- 
tallic Tractors, atteſted by well-known reſpectable 
characters in America, as a friend to humanity I 
called upon you, to make further enquiry about a 
diſcovery that promiſed to be ſo uſeful to mankind, 
Your goodneſs in conducting me to St. Martin's 
work- houſe, gave me an opportunity of ſatisfying 
myſelf of the efficacy of the TraQors, in the cure of 
two women, both of whom declared in my hearing, 
with apparent pleaſure and gratitude, that they were 
by theſe relieved of their complaints; one of a pain- 
ful acute rhcumatiſm in the ancle, and the other of a gouty 
affection 
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affe dio, attended with a con:refion in the band . are 
Angers“. 

c Soon after this L was poſſeſſed of a ſet of the 
Tractors, and reſolved to omit no occaſion of uſing 
them for the relief of the afflicted. On looking at 
my minute- book, I find a particular account of 
TWENTY-ONE cures performed under my own in- 
fpeQion ; vis. four of the Eid; toe of in/lumed eyes 
ane herd ac he ; one ep: las ; Ave of the 799! a, bach: ; 5 
three of [we ting in the mauth ; three of in fl wed feeling 
in the f.ice; on: of an N e V. au m the Send of « 
young Tc Dh, ſul je 7 to the epi! 2 and which un the 
= if ſymptom of an approaching fit ; one of the flranorry, 

and ome of a fore throat, The} particulars I will readily 
8 to any enquiter. 

% Upon the whole, I mult in juſtice to (whit I 
ſhall call) Dr. PRERKINS's INVALUABLE Diſcorcry, 
acknowledge, that I myſelf hive never apylicd tie 
Tractors without ſome ſenſible effect, and that in 
a few minutes; and from my own exp:riince can ſay, 
that metals do not more certainly attract the cle: i- 

cal fluid, than the Metallic Tractors (it properly 
uſed) act in attracting and removing certain pains, 
mAlimmations, and inflammatory fwelling gs. I have 
no doubt of their making their way in a mort time 
over Bri tain, as they hare done in America, and are 
now doing in Denmark and Germany. 80 %, ſo 
pleat mt, fo ready, and, I will add, fo cheap a medical 
ail: an , tew ladies or gentlemen will chooſe to be 
without in their families. Believe I am, vith 
eſteem, « Dear Sir, 

« Your very humble ſervan', 
« fo N TOY TER.” 


« P. F. Since writing the above, I have operated 


on a gentleman's left eye-brow, which was painful 
and 


* * See theſe cates in pages 56 and 58 of this book. 


* 
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and a little ſwelled, though without inflammition, 
I drew the Tractors over it in different dugoatio:%, 
for the ſpace of half an hour, w ithout the leaſt ſenſi- 
ble effect. Upon enquiry I found the diforder. to 
proceed from the ſtomach. Hence it may be infer- 
red, that no relief can be expected from the Trac-, 
tors when the e e is merely ſymptomatical ; 
but when it is topical, a cure, from what I have 
witneſſed, may be depended uon. J. T.“ 


AxorurRLETTTRFPROMTRHEREVv. Dx. TROT TRT. 


« Dear Sir, Hans Place, December 3, 1799. 

« Since my letter to you of the 2gth of March 
laſt, I have operated in FIGHTY DIFFERENT CASES, 
among my friends and acquaintances,” with the Me- 
tallic Tractors, and, I have the plerfure to inform. 
you, with the defired effect. In that number 1 
have not included thoſe on whom 1 have operat- 
ed merely at the importunity of ſuffering pat e's, 
whoſe cates were not proper ſubjects for the T rac- 
tors. : 

f am more and more convinced of the impar- 
tance of this diſcovery to mankind, and cannot hel 
pitying thoſe who, either through ignorance or pre- 
judice, attempt to depreciate its merit, A little me 
Will ſhew their miſtake, and put a ſtop to groumdieſs 
aſperſions, I have not at preſent leifureto fend you 
a particular account of all the above cies; intecd, 
the great number you have probabl; received frym 


others, may render this unueceſſury. One or two, 
however, I will adduce. 


Cass I. Exyſigelhus. 

« A laty was afflicted with an ervfip=l1ns 
face. The inflammation and fe elling were {@ ©: 
that one of her eyes was c toſed, and the com! Main <a 
of great pain. Atter being operated on for ten wi— 
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putes, the ſwelling and inflammation were abated, 
and the face came to its natural colour, and which 
was ſo evident as to be voluntarily 1emarked by one 
of the family preſent. In a few minutes more the 
gentle woman cheerfully acknowledged that ſhe w:'s 
quite well.“ 

Case II. Gout. 


* A man in buſineſs, aged 47, had for feveral 
years been ſubjeR to the gout, Calling one day at 
lis ſhop, I obſerved him very lame, and, to appear- 
ance, in great pain. He ſid he had got a return 
of his old companion the gout. I promiſed to call 
again, which I did, in two hours, and found him 
in bed, and very much diſtreſſed with the diſeaſe in 
one of his feet. After I had operated on it with the 
Tractors fifteen minutes, he ſaid the pain was ev- 
tirely gone, while, at the ſame time, I obſerved the 
inflammation and ſwelling ſubſide. He has had no 
return of his complaint theſe five months.” 


Cas E III. Rheumatiſm. 


4 An elderly woman, for two years, had been 
ſo lame with the rheumatiſm, that ſhe could only, 
with difficulty, walk by the help of a crutch-headed 
ſick. After applying the Tractors to the part af- 
fected, half an hour, ſhe declared ſhe was quite free 
of all complaints, and walked out of the ruom with- 
out any aſſiſtance. A few days after ſhe walked ſix 
miles without her ſtick. 

« [t may be proper to obſerve, that this woman, 
among various other remedies, had made trial of the 


Acroamatic Belt *, under the direction of its inven- 
tor, 


— 
* 


2 — 


For the information of thoſe who are in the 
habit of hearing, from a certain claſs, that the Trac- 


tors cure through an operation upon the imagina= 
| tion, 
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tor, from which ſhe never at any time perceived tlie 
leaſt ctieR.” 
CA3R IV. Burn. 


& A lady burned her hand. I happily called at the 
houſe immediately after the accident, and applied 
the Tractors. In about ten minutes the inflamma- 
tion diſappeared, the veſication was prevented, and 
ſhe ſaid the pain was gone. 

After ſuch proofs of the efficacy of the Metallic 
TraQors, I muſt believe them to be moſt uſeful in- 
firuments, and which, I think, no gentleman in 
town or country ſhonld be without. They ſeem in 
a particular manner to be a proper wade mecum tor 
clergymenz who while adminiſtering ſpiritual 
counſel to the afflicted under their charge, muſt 
have a pleaſing and uſeful employment in relieving 
them from a painful bodily diſorder, efpecially when 
they may be aſſured, at the ſame time, they are in 
no danger of doing any harm by the remedy. 

% Wiſhing you health and proſperity, 

J am, dear Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
| «© fon, TROTTER.” 

6 P.S. The young woman mentioned in my for- 

mer letter has had no return of the epilepric fits.” 


I th. —_— 


tion, it ſhould be remarked, that, if ſuch ſalutary 
effects are to be procured from its influence, the 
BELT here ſpoken of, from the peculiar circum- 
ſtances attending its application, is, above all other 
remedies, moſt eminently calculated for that pur- 


poſe, and yet we ſee it produced no effect; but the 


diſguſting and imple appearing Tractors gave the relief 
immediately, B. D. P. 
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Leier from th. Rv. WiLLiam MostLEy, F LoxG 
BuckLy, Nok 7 HAMP TONSHIRE ; dated 
| &« November 29th, 1799. 
BURN, HEAD-ACH, TOOTH-ACH, AND 

| INFLAMMATIONS. 

« Dear Sir, 
« I cheerfully communicate the experience and ce 
jar denonflration T have had of the utility of the Me- 
tallic Practice. When firſt in company wich a poſ- 
ſ*itfor of the Tractors, I acknowledge I treated them 
with the contempt uſnally beſtowed upon what was 
popular a few years ſince, under the name of Ani- 
mal Magnetiſm. However, on this friend's putting 
them into my hinds, I was determined to make full 
trial of their ſuppoſed powers. An opportunity 
ſoon offered. Mrs, Most1i.zy's dreſs caught fire. 
Before I could afford her any aſſiſtance, the blaze 
nearly encompatled her body and head. In enden 
vouring to arreſt the progreſs of the flames, I burn“ 
one of my hands in two places. The inflammation 
was great, and the pain moſt excruciating. A bliſe 
ter, formed on my fore- fiager, and there was every 
proſpect of a bad reſult. 

«© The Tractors being in my poſſeſſion for experi- 
ment, I made trial of their eſh<acy. The refuit was 
beyond what I ever expected to witneſs. In half an 


hour the whole of the inflammation was removed; 


and, what was to me very aſtoniſhing, the bliſter 
totally diſappeared ; a veſtige of it was not left. 
Thus, in thirty miautes, my hand was reſtored to 
the ſame flate it was in before the accident. 

« This circumſtance, had 1 no other evidence, was 
enough to remove my ſcepticiſm, and convince me 
of their attractive powers; but in feveral oer cafes 
ſince, I have been equally aſtoniſhed and pleaſed, 

© The h ad-ach I have removed ſeveral times, and 
in a way, on ſome occaſions, that affords the moſt 
decided evidence of thar4fluence.. A perſon hav- 

wy 
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ing been long troubled with that complaint, IT crew 
the Tractors over one eye, in a direction towards 
the back of the head, and in a ſhort time it was re- 
moved, but ſtill iemained over the other eye. | 
then drew them in the ſame direction over that, and 
in about the ſame ſpace it totally ceaſed, Tins en- 
periment has raiſed the practice higher in my etc<m 
than the former had done before. he tc1h-ach and 
inflammations I have alſo removed, | 

% On the whole, Iam now willing to confeſs that 
T think this diſcovery of the firtt importance to man- 
kind, and would not, for the benefit of my gen 
family, and the laxury of contributing tothe eaſe of 
others, be without a ſet of the Tractors for hardly 
auy conſideration. 

% I am, with re ſpect, yours, &c. 
«© WILLIAM MOSELEY.” 


— 


EXPERIMENTS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


The Author has been invited by tlie overſeers of 
the poor, church-wardens, phyſicians, &c. to uſe 
the Tractors on the ſick in ſeveral of the poor- 
bouſes and hoſpitals in London, Theſe invitations, 
from his well-known deſire of ſubmitting the me1 its 
of the Nletallic Practice to the teſt of fair experi- 


ment, in the preſence of competent and impartial 


judges, it will be corcrived, were always readily 
complied with. The fiſt viſit was made to 


THE POOR-HOUSE OF THE PARISH OF sr. 
PANCRAS, 


the reſult of which cannot be better conveyed than 
by inſerting the following official ſta:ement: 


C'py of the Report of the Rev. WARN Wille, 
Ai. AI. Domeſtic Chaplin tn the Right Hon. the Farl 
of Dunmore, Recco, of the Par ifhes of Lifios ard Ston- 
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ford le Hape, in the County of Eſſex, and Min, Cans 

of St. Pater, IF; fimirfler; and NEntEMIAR SPICER, 

Fg. Ovirſeer of the Infirmary or Poor-bouſ., in t9: 

Pariſh of St. Pan:ras, Middl-jex. 

% Delancey Place, Hampſtead Road, 
May 17, 1798. 

Being defirons of obtaining ocular proof of the 
efticacy of Mr. P:zxx1ins's Tractors, we ſome time 
ſince requeſted him to accompany us, and ſome other 
gentlemen, for that purpoſe, to the pcor-houſe of 
the pariſh of St. Pancras, where were a number of 
perſons afflicted with various diſeaſes. The Trace 
tors were Applied in our preſence with ſuccel-, upon 
a foldier who Lad the 

Cout Is) 1 
in both his feet. The ſevere pain and inflammation 
verre removed in a few minutes. 

5 Amenig (lies who found relief, the ciſe of 
Mrs. LAN TESTER, Who had been confined in this 
poor- houſe with the 

Rheumatiſm 


for ſeveral months, deſerves particular notice. For 
{..-m2 wecks previous to the application of the Trice 
tors, ſhe had not been able, in conſequence of de- 
bility, occaſioned by the extreme pam in her limbs, 
to hear her weight on her feet. Her arms were fo 
affected that ſhe could not raiſe them ſuffi ien ly high 
to feed herſelf, the nurfe being obliged to afliſt her 
in putting her food to her mouth. The knee and 
e bow joints were much tumeſied and inflamed, and 
from her extremely em.ciatcd ſtate it was belie el 
Ne could not long ſurvive. In this heipleſs and dif- 
treffing fituation Mr. PEK INS applied the Tracters 
to Ler right arm, which then appeared to be in meſt 
pain, and in about ten minutes the pains in that arm 
were wholly removed, and immediately fhe raiſf d 
it orer her heud, and could move it win Po 
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eaſe in any direction. As the experiment was only 
per formed on one arm, and the complaint extended 
to the legs, as well as to the other arm, the pain, in 
about twenty-four hours, returned. The Tractars 
being then purchaſed by the ſecond of the under- 
mentioned, he viſited the poor-houſe, and applied 
them himſelf to her knees and arms. After four or 
ſive applications daily, ſue ſo far recovercd as to be 
enabled to walk down ſtairs, and into the adjoining 
tard, She cortinned gaining: ſtrength, and is now 
reſtored to health, and diſcharged from the houte as 
cured, 

« Mr, Spic Ex haz uſed his Tractors ſacceſ: fully 
in other caſes ſince he poſſeſſed them. Among theſe, 
a perſon of his own family, who has been ſubject io 
the 

Rheumatiſm 


for years, had, a few weeks ſince, a ſevere attack 
in the ankle and foot. The parts were much ſwelled, 
flamed, and in extreme pain, ſo that the foot could 
not be placed on the floor. The Tractors were nſed 
ſeveral times during the day, and the pain and in- 
ſlarnmation were wholly removed, fo that the per- 
ſon could walk with eaſe. In the ordinary attacks 
of this diſeaſe, it has uſually continued ſeveral days. 
Signed) «K WaxrxG WILLET. 
© NEHEMIAH SPICER." 


Here the re:der has had occaſion to notice, what 
he has ſeen in the“ Preliminary Obſervations,” the 
nec of frequently repeating the applications, efpecially 
on ſubjeRs ſo long and dreadfully afflicted as Mrs 
LAN ERSTER. Had not Mr. Se1cexs's humanity 
and judgment led him to renew the operations on 
that poor, woman, when ſhe had a recurrence of 
Pain, the benefit from the firſt trial would not have 
been permanent, and the termination. of the com- 

D 4 plaim 


— —— — 


56 PERKINS'S METALLIC TRACTORS : 


plaint would douhtlefs have heen fatal to the patient. 
Difcredit is but too frequently brought on the Metal- 
lie Practice, by neglecting to pay proper attention to 
this point. 

Sim ce the date of the above 1eport, Mr. Stic, 
ſrom having the Tractors in his poſſemion, has em- 


noed them with ſucceſs in numerous other in- 
ſtances. 


2 


EXPERIMENTS INS Tax Poor-Hovss oF THE 
 , PAz1t6n oF Sr. ManTinN's. 

Subſequent to the laſt-mentioned experiments, I 
received an invitation from ſome of the overſeers of 
the poor in St. Martin's pariſh, to uſe the TraQors 
on the ſick in their poor-houſe, which was alſo rea- 
cily complied with. This being ftuated near my 
places of reſidence, I have been enabled to give more 
frequent attendance, and ſee that the applications 
Were fairly and properly made. 

A bout the iſt of Auguſt, accompanied by ſome 
medical friends, I firſt viſited that houſe. In ward 
No. 23, we were preſented with the following Caſe, 
the previous hittory of which ſhall be given, as re- 
lated to me by Mr. PHI IN, the apothecary to the 
houſe, aud by the patient herſelf. 


Casx I. Geuty Aﬀeciions. 


M-xy-ScortrT, aged 51, led for about twelve 
weeks been afflicted with what Mr. Piri called 
guy affectians. She was fiſt attacked with a ſevere 
pain in the left elbow. The parts ſoon. became much 


 ivflamed and ſwelled, and which continued to extend 


with the whole hand was temefied. Several medi- 
cines were aiminiftered, after which the complaint 
attacked the right knee and foot, both of which 
ſwelled, and became alſo very paiuful. At length 
it returned io its firlt teat in the elbow, and gradu- 
aily 
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ally ſettled in the hand and fingers. When I ſaw 
her, the fingers were ſo contracted, that ſhe was 
unable ts ſtraighten them, or indeed to uſe them at 
all, There was much inflammation, and conſidera- 
ble pan. No mediciries had been given for fix 
weeks. 

I had go heſitation in promiſing a cure, and hegan 


by drawing the Tractors over the hand, extending 


them along to the ends of the fingers for about 
twenty minutes, when ſhe ſaid the pain was much 
relieved, and that ſhe could move the fingers eaſter. 
The inflammation was evidently much ſubſided. A 
glow of perſpiration, which often takes place on 
the parts where the Tractors are applied, moiſtened 
the whole hand. 

The Tractors were left with her that night, with 
orders to be uſed three times before the middle of 
the next day. On viſiting her at that time, I fonnd 
that ſhe had applied them as directed, and that her 
pains were entirely removed; the inflammation was 
nearly ſubſided, and the middle finger, which before 
the application of the Tractors was moſt affected, 
was now ſo much better that ſhe could contract and 
pen it without any pain. I ordered her to continue 
uſing the Tractors three times in a day. At the end 
of five days ſhe was ſo far reſtored as to take her 
place in the needle- room, which the had been oblig- 
ed to vacate for twelve weeks, not having been able 
to hold the cloth with this hand while ſhe uſed the 
needle with the right. She has ever ſince been able 
to ſew and uſe that hand with perfect eaſe, having 
had no ſymptoms of the complaint in any part of 
the body, and enjoying her health in every reſpect. 
This patient has lived in the poor-houſe vpwards of 
two years, is a perſon of a very god underſtanding, 
and is diſtinguiſhed as an induſtrious woman. 
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Cai l.—Fcute Rheaumatiſme 


A few days after the experimerts above men- 
tioned, acconipanied by the Rev. Dr. CLARKEH “, 
ſecretary for the library and chaplain to his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wals, I went to the Poor 
Houſe again, with a view of meeting with more ſub- 
zes for experiment. 

In ward No. 20, we were preſented with the caſe 
of JuDiTH# SyMPSON, aged about 50, A mantua- 
maker, This woman has been in this houſe five 
years, Abour ſour weeks before we vilited her ſhe 
was attacked with an acute pain in her left ancle, 
which ſoon began to ſwell and inflame. Theſe con- 
tinued to increaſe until the time we ſaw her, when 
ſhe was unable to bear any weiglu on that foot. Ihe 
whole external ankle and foot were enlarged to 
nearly twice their ordinary ze. The inflamma- 
tion and pain were very ſerere, which were evinced 
by the turgid ſtate of the veſſels. 

1 did not hefitate to promiſe ſpeedy relief to this 
poor woman, and began by drawing the Tractors, 
from about three inches above the complaint, lightly 
over the inflamed part, and conducting them to the 
toes, In about five minutes a profuſe perſpin ation 
ſeemed to burſt from every pore in the tobt, ſo that 
the warer actually trickled along after the points of 
the Tractors, and if not wiped away would have 
dropped on the floor. After effectuaily removing 
the perſpirable matter with a cloth, tl. e points of the 
Tractors were conducted over the parts for a few mi- 
nutes as before, and the fame flow of perſpiratron 
followed. A ſimilar effect took place a third time, 

aſter 
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after, when ſhe declared ſhe was perfe Sy relieved. 
dne then put her foot on the floor, and could bear 
her weight on it with but very little inconveni- 
ENCE. 

ordered her to uſe the Tractors three times be- 
fore twelve o'clock the next day. On viſiting her at 
thit time, J found the ſwelling reduced at leaſt two- 
thirds. The mflammation was hardly perceptible, 
and the patient had beea walking about the room. 
The pertpiration, though in a leſs degree, had taken 
place on each application. This, it is proper to ob- 
ferve, was not at any time produced on other parts 
of the body, but was an action of the Tractors on the 
diſeaſed part alone. She continued uſing tbem three 
times a day, and in about a week was perfectly cured. 
Since that time, which is now more than nine 
months, this woman has never had the leaſt ſymp- 
tom of the rheumatiſm in any part of her body, and 
has enjoyed perfect health. 

H.ving ſhewn the above to the Rev. Dr. CLAAK R, 
with a requeſt that he would inform me whether 
my ſtatement of the effects produced by the firſt ap- 


_ plication, agreed with the facts according to his re- 


collection, I was obl:ged w:th the following reply: 
« Sir, 

« I] have been favoured with your note, and can 
feel no back wardieſs in complying with what I con- 
ceive to be but juitice to you, and duty toward the 
public. 

« Having obſerved, in the courſe of my rewing, 
that ſome viſcoveries had been made by different 
men in different quarters of the globe, and all teud- 
ing to one point, I was happy in an opportunity of 
perſonally enquiring into what now begins to be 
termed by writers of great eminence abroad, à new 
diſcovered law of natures I was alſo anxious to learn, 
how far the application of this diſcovery might re- 
ally tend to diminiſh the catalogue of human ſuffer- 
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ings. When 1 did myſelf the pleaſure of waiting on 
you for this purpoſe, you fr-nkly accompanied me to 
the Poor Houſe of St. Martin's. Not then aware 
that I might be called on to teſtify the experiment 
which you made in my preſence, I did not take notes 
of it; but as far as I can charge my memory with 
the fact, which was an impretiive one, it was as fol- 
lows : 

« A woman, whoſe ankle was extremely ſwelled, 
and who long complained of ſevere pain, ſubmitted 
to the operation with the Tractors. On their appli- 
cation, large drops of ſweat iſſued from the pores of 
the part affected. This v:b/: effect took place thrice 
in the ſpace of tcn minutes, after which the woman 
declared ſhe was relieved from pain. 

« I am, Sir, with great truth, 
« Your obedient ſervant, 
; « Thomas B. CLARKE.“ 
Great Qnebec-ftreet, 1 
Portman- ſquare, 
May izth 1799.“ 


The Tractors, from bein owned by this Poor 
Houſe, have been uſed for the relief of ſeveral others. 
Mr. Coxxo, the Governor, to whoſe care they are 
entruſted, holds them in readineſs to be applied to 
any whom he ſhall conceive to be proper ſabjects. 
Among others they have cured Mrs. HARRIO T, the 
Miſtreſs of the needle room, of an 

Acute inflammatory Affection 
on one of her hands. This came on very ſuddenly, 
was attended with a ſenfation of great heat. A quan- 
tity of ichor collected under the cuticle, and produ- 
ced a veſication very ſimilar to a ſcald. An appli- 


cation of the Tractors for half an hour entirely re- 


moved all appearances of the complaint. | 
Some other caſes of rheumatiſm and painful ſwel- 
lings in the face, have alſo received ſingular _— 
rom 
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from the uſe of the Tractors: But as it is not the 
object of the Author to enter into a detail of caſes, 
which he has not himſelf witneſſed, he will decline 
adducing ſuch caſes at preſent. 

Several gentlemen, from a defire of learning the 
merits of the Tractors, have accompanied the Author 
to this Poor Houſe, with a view of ſceixg theſe caſes, 
The Rev. Dr. TRoTTEA's viſit has been noticed in 
his communica'ion {| ſee page 47] Among others 
might be mentioned thoſe patrons of humanity, Sir 
Ricnuard HILL “ and his brother the Rev. BRIAN 
HIL... 

The recent death of Mr. Pufpypix, the late me- 
dical attendant at this Poor Houſe, deprives me of 
the opportunity af procuring his ſtatement of theſe 
caſes, 


EXPERIMENTS IN Sr. Jawts's Pook-novse, 


On the 3d of April 1797, I was notified by Luxe 
Ip sox, Eſq. Clerk of the Veſtry of the Pariſh of 
St. James's, &c. &c. of the deſire of the officers of 
that pariſh, to aſcertain che efficacy of the Metallic 
Tractors by experiment, and if approved of, to pro- 


vide their Poor Houte with a ſet of them. This re- 


queſt was of courſe cheerfully attended to; and I 
accordingly met ſome of the officers of the pariſh, 
viz. Mr. Dawes, Mr. FREMAN, Mr. CaTER, 
Mr. HoLme, and ſome others, at the Poor Houſe, 
to give the TraQor's a trial, On examining the fick 

wards, 


— — 


* Sir Ricu ak, who owns a (et of the Trac- 
tors, has informed the Editor of his having removed, 
among other complaints, an obſtinate inflammatory 
tumor on one of his domeſtics, The candour with 
which. this worthy and reſpectable character has 
treated the Metallic Practice, claims from the writer 
the ſincereſt acknowledgment, 
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wards, and thoſe appropriated to infirm paupers, 
two rheamatic caſes were ſelected as ſubjects fot 
experiment. 

The iirit of theſe was CaartorTE HAxxrs, 30 
years of age, who had been afflicted for many veats 


with the 
Rbcumatiſmy 


and which was often fo violent in her limbs as to 
render her un ible to move them without much pain ; 
at this time the ſhoulder was ſo much aſſected, that 
ſhe could not move her arm behind her, or raiſe it 
to her head. ; 

The TraQtors were drawn from her ſhoulder to 
the extremities of her fingers for aboat 12 minutes, 
when ſhe was ſo much relieved as to be able to raiſe 
her arm over her head, and to move it behind her 
without pain. She perceived a great degree of heat 
daring the app'ication, and which ſhe repreſented 
as 2 burning ſenſcatcns 

The next caſe was that of Mary Maxwxinc, 48 
years of age, who was allo ſeverely afflicted with the 


Acute Rheumanyſm ; 


ker ſhoulder had likewiſe been jn violent pain for 
ſeveral days; the hand, and particularly the joiats 
of her fingers, were highly inflamed and ſwelled, 
but the greateſt pain was in the ſnoulder; ſhe tried 
in our preſence to raiſe up her arm, and to move it 
Behind her back, neither of which could ſhe accom- 
pliſh. The TraQors were then drawn over ler 
ſhoulder and downwards, for abont 12 minutes, 
when ſhe was ſo much benefited as to be able to raife 
her arm over her head, and even moved it far enough 
behind to lace her ſtays. The other ſhoulder was 
alſo jn ſome pain, to which we alſo applied the 
TraQtors, and gave relief is in the laſt inſtance. 
After theſe trials, the Author was invited to woot 

: ome 
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e of the ſame gentlemen again to ſee theſe pa- 
Keats, and make further experiments in five days 
aſterwards. 

On viſiting the Poor Houſe at the time appointed, 
the two patients on whom the Tractors had been 
uſed were ſtrictly examined, in preſence of Mr. 
Fauna and fome of the other gentlemen, who 
witneſſed the former experiments. CHARLOT TE 
Havxes had experienced ſome return of the pain, 
but was ſtill able to raiſe her arm, and move it as 
when we left her laſt, The Tractors were now 
drawn over this arm again, and the ſame ſenſation 
of heat enſued, after which ſhe was rendered eaſy. 

The other perſon, Mary Maxx1xG, had had no 
return of pain in the ſhoulder, and was till able to 

8 move her arm without inconvenience. The hands, 
and joints of her fingers, to which the Tractors had 
never been applied, continued as before, tumeſied, 
inflamed and painful. The Tractors were drawn 
over them about fifteen minutes by the woman her- 
ſelf, when the pain was relieved in thoſe parts. The 
ſtiffneſs and ſwelling were alſo ſenſibly diminiſhed, 
Tnis patient recovered, aud was ſoon diſcharged from 
the houſe. 


The Cafe of EL TIZABETU LEWIS, 22 years of 


age, was now preſented to us. Ihis woman had a 
\ very 


Painful inflammatory Tumor 


over the whole exterior ancle of the right foot, which 
had made its appearance ia that place a ſhort time 
after ſhe had lain in. Several external applications 
had been made to this without ſucceſs, and from its 
obſtinacy it was apprehended that it probably might 
be a ſyp$ilitic affefiizi. There was an appearance of 
an exfoliation taking place. However, as the pain 
was Excruciating, and the patient nearly exhauſted 
in conſequence, I was willing to try the effect of the 

Tractors, 
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Tractors, and accordingly directed them to be drawd 
over the parts, by one of the nurſes, about half an 
hour. The relief ſhe experienced from their uſe was 
very great. The throbbing pain of which ſhe at firſt 
complained was totally removed, the ſwelling was 
ſenſibly diminiſhed, and the inflammation abated. 

The patient put her foot on the floor with very little 
inconvenience, which ſhe was before unable to ac- 
compliſh without great torture. 


It will not be a matter of ſurpriſe, that theſe ex- 
periments were conſidered ſufficiently ſatisfaRory, 
to induce the gentlemen officers to provide the Poor 
with a ſet of the Tractors. 

Among others who have ſince been cured by 
them, and whoſe caſes I am authorized to publiſh, 
is Mrs. ELL1orT, the laundreſs. This perſon, after 
ſevere exerciſe and fatigue, was attacked with a 


Viotent Pain in the Foxt: 


The parts ſwelled to a confiderable extent, and be- 
came highly inflamed. She applied the Tractors 
herſelf, and in about ten minutes the pain wholly 
ſubſided, and the ſwelling and inflammation were in - 
a very ſhort time hardly perceptible. She has ex- 
perienced no return of the complaint. 

Another caſe has occurred on the ſame perſon, in 
which the ſingular efficacy of the Tractors has been 
rendered extremely evident. Mrs. ELU1o0T has, 
for many years, been ſubject to ſudden and ſevere 
attacks of a 

Pain in the Stomach, 


which is ſuppoſed to be of the nature of thoſe fly ying 
pains, which are common in govty conſtitutions. 
Her life has often been threatened from the ſeverity 
of theſe attacks. Being a few days ſince ſeized with 
one of them, ſhe immediately had recourſe to the 
TraQors, and after drawing them over the — 

| or 
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for about ten minutes, the pains were wholly re- 
moved, and have not returned ſince. 


A Caſe of IAN AH BoN D, ſervant to the matron, is 
alſo worthy of notice. This perſon had a very 


Inflamed and poinſul Tumor 


a little above the knee. She found great relief cf 
the pain, inflammation, and tumefaction, from about 
ten minutes uſe of the Tractors, and was enabled 0 
move the joint with a degree of eaſe, which was be- 
fore impracticable. 
The Tractors in this houſe are directed to be left in 
the hands of the matron (a perſon of excellent ſenſe, 
and well inſtructed on medical fubie&3), who holds 
them in readineſs tobe uſed whenever occaſion offers. 
The above ſt:tement was ſhewn to the gentlemen 
overſeers, who gave permiſſion to have it publiſhed, 


and awthorized a reference to the Poor Houſe for a 
"confirmation of the faQs. 


— —— — — 


2 A 


I ſhall next introduce an account of a few Partial B 
Experiments made in ſome other public inſtitutions. | 
Theſe, the reader will pleaſe to obſerve, are not ad- 
duced as important cafes in favor of the Metallic 4 
Practice, but they are rather noticed to correct an 1 
erroneous opinion, which has been propagated, in 
ſome inſtances perhaps, not with the moſt bene- | 
volent intentions..-To be more plain, they have 
been moſt maliciouſly and groſsly miſrepreſented, 
and tortured into every ſhape to depreciate the Me- | 
tallie Practice. Inſtead of theſe caſes being, on a | 
fair ftitement, diſcreditable'to the Tractors, it is con- 

2ived they will be regarded the reverſe: conſider- 1 


. , . j 4 . 1 
ing the partial manner in which the applications were a 
made, it is rather ſurpriſing ſo much benefit was 15 
siven. 1 

———— | 
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PARTIAL EXPERIMENTS IN ST. GEOROE'S 
HOSPITALs»% 


Rv the politeneſs cf Dr. PraxsOxN, whoſe liberality 
is cquatled only by his reputation as a philoſopher 
and a phyſician, the Auth was invited to uſe the 
Tractors on any of his patients at St. George's Hoſ- 
pital, if proper ſubjects could be fund among them. 
On enquiry, one 

R5-umatic Caſe 


preſented. This was a labouring man, about 45 years 
of age, an out- patient of the hoſpital. He had for 
ſeveral weeks ben troubled with pains between his 
ſhoulders, for which b'iſters, embrocations, and other 
external applications had been uſed. Theſe various 
remed:es had given no other relief than changing the 
ſeat of the complaint, which was now confined to the 
ſhoulders alone. As the parts were yet ia a greaſy 
Nate, from the oily applications which had been uſed, 
no conſiderable advantage was to be expected from 
the Tractors. However, they were drawn over one 
of the ſhoalders and down the arm for about ten 
minutes, when the pain in that ſhoulder was con- 
duced into the elbow. 

The application was then made for the ſame 
term of time to the other arm, and tlie ſame effect 
waz produced ; the pain in both arms being removed 
to the elbows, leaving the ſhoulder to erably caly. 

Conceivirg that nothing «Fe&ual could be done in 
the preſent unctuous ſtate of the parts, the patient 
was ordered to apply again to the hoſpital, if he ex- 
perienced any further pain; but as he never preſent - 
ed himſelf afterwards, it may be preſumed that he 
had no further occaſion for the Tractors. 


On the zoth of June 1798, I again availed my- 
ef of the kind indulgence of De. PEAR ON, and 
viſited the hoſpital a fecond time. Among other 
peawicuts 
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pt ents who preſented themſelves on that day, was a 
woman, who coraplaired of a violent js in in the 
hrenſt, and one of lr arms, extending to her fingers. 
This being an in- patient, the caſe was necetſſui') re- 
ported by Dr. PrARSsON in his Ciiaical Lectures “, ons 
of Mhich is delivered every Saturday morning to 
the claſs wich attends his ther medical lectures. 

The following is an ubſtract from my notes of Dr. 
Pearsnox's report af the cafe referred to, from tie 
Clinical Lecture, debvered June the 23d, three days 
aſter the applicatioa of the Tractors. | 

« TancR METCROFT, aged 28, had pains iu her 
right aim, ſhoulder, and bi eaſt, ſo ſerere in the l. u- 
ter place as to affect her bieathing very much. Her 

ulſe was one hundred aud fiiteen in a minute. The 
Metallic Traftors were applied to her arm, and tte 
patient declared ſhe was ſumewhat relieved ; but on 
ſurther examination of her complaint inthe evening, 
u hien the ſame application was to have been repe..t- 
ed, it was found that the diſeaſe was more general 
and deeply ſeated than was at fiſt ſuppoſed : and as 
the Traftors are cliiefly employed in topical com- 
plaints, the caſe was thought not a fair one for the 
Metallic application, and it conſequently was net re- 
peated.” 

The reader will form ſome further idea of the 
nature cf this cafe, by the ſubſe quent report de liver- 
cd in the Doctor's Cluncat Lectume, Auguſt eth, a- 
bout ſeven weeks fro the time ſhe began «nth other 
Temedics, | 

ce Jt well he remembered that TA, MeETcRrOFT 
was not thouglit a proper ſubject for the Metallic 
Practice, and we accord.ngly adopted a different 

moe 


_— 


* In theſe cn, lecture an account is given of 
the diſeaſes of all his in-patients of the hoſpital, ot 
the remedies employed, and ths progrels of their 
complaiats. 
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mode of treatment. This caſe was very obſtinate. 
I ordered fix leeches to be applied, and gave three 
grains of opium and calomel divided into three doſes 


every day. On the gth of July, her arm appeared 


a little better, but the pain in her breaſt was as bad 
as ever. TI ordered twelve leeches and three bliſters, 
which were ſucceſſively applied to the cheſt and neck. 
On the 16thH, the breaſt was better, but her arm was 
become very painful again. On the 2cth, the pain 
reti rned to her breaſt again, but not quite ſo violent 
as when ſhe fuſt came into the hoſpital. There 
ſeemed to be ſomes affection in the breaſt of this 
patient, which was not e:fily to be removed. 3d 
Auguſt, ſhe was free from all her pains, but her 
arm was extremly weak, fo much ſo that ſhe could 
with great difficulty raiſe it up.” 


On the 18th of July, a day for admitting patients, 
the Author again accompanicd Dr. Prarsov to St. 
George's Holpital, . Among the patients then pre- 
ſented was Saran Cox, aged 27. 

On the following Saturday, 2:ft, we had the 
Doctor's Clinical Lecture, which reported this caſe 
as follows: 

« This woman, on examination, N:ted, that for 
the three laſt months ſhe had been troubled with 
rheumatic pains all over her, and which at this time 
chiefly affected her arms, hands, kees, and feet; 
likewiſe between her thoulders; the tongue was 
white, pulſe one hundred and thirty, aud ſkin cold. 

« This was thought to he a caſe in which the 
Tractors might be beneficial, and thy were 2ccord- 
ingly applied to her legs and arms. In fifteen mi- 
nntes ſhe ſaid ſhe was relieved, and her ſkin was 
much warmer. Theſame applic tion wasrepeated in 
the evening, and ſhe again found benefit. In the morn- 
ins the Tractors were a an uſed, and ſhe reported 
that ber {ms were free from pain. It was however 


then 
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then obſerved, that ſhe wonghed conſiderably; and on 
more p: articular enquiry ſhe acknowledged, that for 
three months ſhe had been ſeverely afflicted with 
a cough, and during that time h:d not been able to 
he on her left fide! On this diſcovery the Tractors 
were laid aſide, and I adviſed remedies for her pul- 
monic complaint, as bleeding, &c.“ 


A ſubſequent report on the iſſue of this caſe, will 
ſhow what grounds there were for expecting a cure 
from the Tractors. 


Clinical Lecture, July 28th, 1798. 


tc The Caſe of Saran Cox, which was reported in 
our laſt clinical lecture, deſerves particular attention, 
It will be recollected, that from her ſtatement of the 
ſymptoms, it was ſuppoſed ſhe had no other com- 
plaint than the rb:amat fm, but that on further en- 
quiry we found ſhe had concealed from us the 
ſymptoms which related to an affection in her breaſt, 


I firſt ordered her to be bled, and then to take ſome 


expsctorating pills compoſed of gum ammoniac, 
James's powder, opium, and ſquills. In three or 
four days after, ſhe again complained of the pain in 
her limbs. I then ordered her an anodyne; bled her 
a fecond time, but the bluod was not buffy; pulſe 
one-tundred-and- twenty, and ſmall. In ten days ſhe 
was confined to her bed; her breathing became very 
ſhort, and ſhe was extremely weak; on the follow- 
ing day ſhe died without a ſtrugale. 


« We often have gent qiſſiculty in judging right. 


of the diſeaſ.s of m any patients, who preſent them- 
ſelves to an hoſpitai, They come under the in- 


ſhenre of greut preiudices, This perſon, when ſhe: 


was firſt examined reſpe&ing her complaints, did not 


acquaiat ns with her pain in her breaſt, in conſe- 


quence of having been told that no conſumpr ive Pens 
cvuld gain admittance into we enn 
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“ This caſe deſcrved farther inveſtigation, and we 
accordingly after death examined the lungs. In the 
right lobe we found a few tubercles, but no inflam- 
mation. On the left fide, the paits were very mnch 
diſeaſed; nearly a quart of water in the cavity of 
the breaſt, and about two ounces in the pericardium. 
The left lob was highly inflamed, and full of tuber- 
cles, which probably had been forming for ſix montlis 
paſt. In this fide alſo were two large womice: a 
piece of this lobe funk readily in water. 

« After ſeeing the ſituation of this patient's lungs, 
it will not be a matter of ſurprize that ſhe was not 
cured by the Tractors, nor by the treatment which 
was afterwards adopted. - Before ſhe applied to the 
hoſpital, ſhe was undouhtedly beyond the reach of 
human aſliſtance.“ 


In addition to the above extracts from Dr. Pzan- 
s ox's Lectures, it may be proper barely to obſerve, 
that the ſecond patient, Tamur Mt TcRoFT, dur- 
ing the application of the Tractors, was entruſted to 
the care of the late Mr. Hawx1xs, the apothecary to 
the houſe. He was requeſtedto repeat the application 
in the evening, and again about eight o'clock the next 
morning. The patient was of courſe. to take no 
medicine in the mean time. On viſiting her at one 
o'clock the next day, I learned that the Tractors had 
not been uſed in the preceeding evening nor that 
morning, for the reaſons which Dr. PzazxsowN had 
ſuggeſted. Mr. HawxiNs, having in the evening 
perceived the complaint to be different from what 
the patient had repreſented at firſt, immediacely had 
recourſe to other remedies. As ſhe was now under 
their operation, it was improper to uſe the TraQors 
with a view of aſcertaining their effects. Although 
Mr.\'Hawx 18s's determination in that caſe met with 
my fulleſt concurrence, yet had this been a patient 
in private practice, where ſome domeſtic in a * 
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mily had leiſure to beſtow that at'ention to the ap- 
pli- atucn which is n cetfary to enſure ſucceſs, I ſheuld 
not have heſitated to premiſe a cure; but in the hoſ- 
pit:.l, where a hundred others have zn equal claim 
to the attendance of the aputhecary, he conld no 
have been able to employ the Metallic Practice with 
any proſpect of real advantage. 

That decifive method, which Dr. Prarsox ad, pt- 
ed to aſcertain the nature of the diſcaſe in the caſe of 
Saran Cox; and which that learned Lecturer, as on 
all other occaſions, was attentive to report, for the 
inſtruction of his numerous pupils, has fully evinced 
that her ſituation was palt recovery. 

Theſe compoſe all the experiments the Author 
made in St. George's Hoſpital. They are partly irre- 
levant to the object of our preſent enquiry, as they do 
not atford any deciſive evidence in favour of, or a- 
gainſt the Metallic Practice. They have, however, 
confirmed what has been obſerved in the P:eliminary 
Obſervations, the unfitneſs of hoſpital experiments for. 
aſcei taining the merits of the Tractors. 

Conceiving that further experiments in the hoſpital 
would be liable to circumſtances ſimilar to thofe juſt 
adduced, I diſcontinued my practice in that houſe. 
This ſtatement was thown to Dr. Pear5oN and the 
facts approved of, before it was publiſhed, 


A V1s1iT To CLERKEXNWELL Pook-Hovst. 


The Author was invited to meet ſome of the officers 
of the pariſh of Clerkenwell, to uſe the Tractors on 
the infirm paupers in their poor-houſe. 

The firſt patient that preſented was a young wo- 
man, about 24 years of age. This poor object had 
been for about three years extremely afflited with 
ſome conſtitutional complaint affecting her whole 


ſyſtem, during which time ſhe had been in ſome of 


the London hoſpitals, and undert he care of ws 
0 
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of the moſt eminent phyſicians, without receiving 
the leaſt benefit. 

It being the wiſh of ſome of the gentlemen pre- 
Tent, that the Tractors might be drawn over this 
perſon, I complied, though with a previous decla- 
ration that ſhe muſt not expect much benefit, as her 
diteaſe ſeemed to be a nervous complaint, equally 
affecting her whole body. They were accordingly 
uſed a few minutes on one of her arms, and no other 
effect was produced than a motion of the pain after 
their points. 


On examining the apartments of the men, we 
ſound a perſon, aged about 60, who had fur a num- 
ber of years been troubled with a 


Rheumatic Pain 


in his ſhoulders. For the nine months preceding he 
had not been able to r.1ſe up his right arm ſuffici- 
ently to put on his waiſtcoat without help. To this 
patient I promiſed benefit. After drawing the Trac- 
tors over lis ſhuulders, and down to the end of his 
fingers, for about ten minutes, he was ſo much re- 
Neved as to be able to raiſe his arm over his head 
and put on his waiſtcoat without any aſhſt.mce, and 
this he effected with great eaſe. When we left the 
houſe, about an hour and an half atterwards, his 


arm remained very ſupple, ſo that he could eafily 
move it in any dire&ion, 


The next Caſe was that of a man, aged about 65, 
who had been troubled for many years with a 
Pain in the Hep, 
which had proceeded to that degree, that one leg 
was ſhorter than the other, and he could walk only 
by the aſſiſtance of crutches. Ihe TraQors were 
a-plied to him about ten minutes, when be put his 
foor down flit upon the flocr, and ſtamped wich 
conſrderable force, without giving him any pain. 
6 : : This, 


CASES IN ENGLAND. 73 


This, he ſaid, he had not been able to do for many 
years before. We left him free from pain, and 
walking about the room without any ſupport. 

In tne women's apartment we met with a 


- ainful Chronie Afﬀection in the Head, 


upwards of twelve years duration, in a ſubje about 
bo years of age. When we began ufing the Trac- 
tors the pain was violent, but after about twelve mi- 
nutes application ſhe was rendered perfectly eaſy. 
As the Tractors were never uſed a ſecond time on 
any of theſe patients, there mult neceſſarily have 


been a gradual recurrence of their complaints, The 


three liſt mentioned perſons, by a profer application 


of this remedy, might in all probability have been 


greatly relieved, if not cured. Chronic affections of 
this deſcription require a long perſeverance in the 
practice, and when this is faubfally attended to, but 
few caſes will occur, where a cure may not be even- 
tually effected by the influence of the Tractors. 

The Author having requeſted Meſſ:s. BueTCHLY, 
Pound, and CowLanD, Churchwardens of the 

ariſa of Clerkenwell, and the Rev. WII LIAN 
1DLEk, all of whom were preſent during theſe 
applications, to oblige him with their ſentiments on 
the foregoing ſtatement, has been favoured with the 
following: 
cc Clerkenwell, May 17th, 1799. 

“ We have examined Mr. PerxK1NS's ſtatement of 
his experiments with the Metallic Tractors in Clerk- 
enwell Poor-houſe, which were made in our pre- 
fence, by requeſt of ſome of the officers of this 
pariih, and find it to be perfectly correct. 


WILLIAM VID LER, 
Micu Art. BLETCHLY, 
William Bou, 
WILLIAM CowLaxD, 


Church- 
wardens.” 


E The 
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The Rev. Mr. Vib r, who has himſelf, recently 
performed ſome cures with the Tractors, after 


ackrowledging the correctneſs of the above 


{tatement, adds in his note, „I wiſh the effi- 
cacy of the Tractors was more known. They 
would then be in general uſe.” 

Mr. CowLaxDp alſo informs of his having cured 
himſelf of a very {vere burn, and a ſervant in 
his family of an acute rbeumatiſm in tbe leg, which 
was highly inflamed and ſwelled. 


AVIS IT To THe REGIMENTAL HosP1TAL or 
HIS RoyYaL HiGHNEsSS THE DUKE or Lokk. 
On the 2oth of January the Author made ſome ex- 
1 in the Regimental Hoſpital of his Royal 

18 


hneſs the Duke of Yorx, commonly called the 


Coldſtream Hoſpital. Mr. Kxicurt, Surgeon to 
the Dukes of Yorx and CLARENCE, who preſides 
over that eſtabliſhment, and to whoſe politeneſs 
I was indebted for an invitation to uſe the Trac- 
tors in that place, ſelected ſome ſubjects for experi- 
ment. The firſt was a German, who had been con- 
fined to his bed for ſeveral days with an 


Acute Rheumatiſm. 


When we ſaw him the pain was chiefly in his ſhoul- 
der, and was ſo conſiderable as to prevent him from 
raiſing his right arm to his head. After drawing the 
Tractors over this ſhoulder, and down to the ends of 
his fingers, for about twelve minutes, he raiſed his 
arm over his head without giving him but very little 

in. Before we left the houſe he was ſo much be- 
nefited, that he put on his coat without any affiſt- 
ance, which he had been unable to effect ſince the 
commencement of his illneſs. | 

The next caſe was that of a perſon ſeverely affected 


with the 
| Acute Rheumatiſm 


mm 
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in both ſhoulders and arms, the leaſt mot ion occaſi- 
oned very great pain. This patient was diſtinguiſned 
as a ſteady and intelligent man, and better educated 
than the generality of ſoldiers. His account of the 
effects which he ſhould perceive on the application 
of the Tractors, Mr. Knight obſerved, would be more 
ſatisfactory to him than the declaration of perſons 
with whom he had not been previouſly acquainted. 
The Tractors were drawn over the ſhoulder of this 
man, and conducted to the ends of his fingers, for 
about ten minutes, when he remarked that the pain 
was leſſened, and on attempting to move it, he found 
he could raiſe it over his head, which he was unable 
to do before. The operation was then performed 
for the ſame term of time on the other arm, and the 
ſame favourable change enſued. He was now able 
to raiſe both arms over his head, and move them 
with greater eaſe in every direction. 

The Author's avocations not permitting him to vi- 
ſit this Hoſpital to repeat the uſe of the TraQors 
on theſe two perſons, which, to have completed a 
cure, ſhould have been done three times in the day, 
and continued for three or four days, there was 
neceſſarily, on the next day, a recurrence of the 
ſymptoms. The efficacy of the Tractors, even in 
theſe partial experiments, was ſufficiently evinced to 
induce the Rev. RozyexT LowTH, ſon to the late 
Biſhop Low T#, who attended during the applica- 
tions, to get a ſet of the Tractors, for the benevolent 
purpoſe of extending their uſefulneſs to the afflicted 
poor in his neighbourhood. 

Ever ſcrupulous that my experiments might be given 
with the utmoT correctneſs, the above was ſhewn to 
Mr. Knight, who authorized me to ſay, that he had 
— the ſtatement, and found it perfectly cor- 


— 
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The reader is now competent to judge how fat 
the experiments in the three laſt mentioned inftitu- 
tutions, upon a fair ſtatement, may tend to prove 
the inefficacy of the Metallic Practice. Some of 
the caſes, it will no doubt be obſerved, bear ſo little 
reference to the point in queſtion, that any notice 
of them was unneceſſary. As ſuch I ſhould have 
regarded them, and in conſequence paſſed them 
over in ſilence, had I not been taught to know that 
the clamours of intereſt, ignorance, and prejudice, were 
not unemployed to diſcredit them. It has been my 
care that they be ſtated in as impartia! a manner as 
poſſible. If on enquiry they prove otherwiſe, there 
are thoſe who will gladly graſp at the opportunity of 
giving them a different complexion. Experiments 
in hoſpitals, for the reaſons ſuggeſted in the Preli- 
minary Obſervations, are more indecifive than where 
the character and diſeaſe of the patient are bet- 
ter known. In private practice, where the applis 
eat ions are made under proper advantages for fair 
trials, the reſults have been almoſt univerſally ſuc- 
ceſsful. But to give publicity to theſe, and thereby 
expoſe the names of patients, for very obvious rea- 
ſons, would have been highly improper. The nu- 
merous families of the Nobility and others, whom 
I have had the honour of attending, and by whom 
the Tractors are owned, are competent to ſpeak on 
their merits ; and as thoſe characters are in number 
too conſiderable, and for philanthropy too diſtin- 
guiſhed to withhold through converſation, and the 
various other channels of communication, the benefit 
they have derived, the neceſſity of publiſhing them 
is. in part ſuperſeded. Indeed the ſtatements of the 
Practice of others, of which I am ſapplied with 
many. more than will ever be uſed, have perhaps 
with greater propriety been ſelected for publication. 
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EPITOME 
of 


Ma. LaxcworkTHY's PRACTICE. 


Among the numerous experiments that have been 
made with the TraQors in this country, none have a 
greater claim to notice than thoſe by Mr. C. C. LAN G- 
WORTHY, ſurgeon, of Bath. On completing his 
regular medical education in London, he made a 
tour to America, where he heard and ſaw much 
of the Metallic Practice. On his return to this 
country, he provided himſelf with a ſet of the 
Tractors, embraced every opportunity of trying 
their merits by the teſt of experiment, and kept an 
exact regilter of all the caſes. This he preſented to 
the public in a large octavo pamphlet, in the ſpring 
of 1799, The work is entitled, „A View of Per- 
kinean El-Ericity, or an Engquity into the Influence of 
Nietallic Traftors : with a | As of Experiments in 
London, Bath, and Brifto!, which" bb, fully aſcertained 
the Efficacy of the Metallic Practice.” Pric 25, 6d, 
So by Johnſon, St. Pauli Church-yard, London; and 
Cr utwll, Bath,” 

Mr. Laxcwor TrY's conviction of the import- 
ance of the Diſcovery, determined him to devote his 
attention ſolely to the Metallic Practice; and his ſue- 
ceſs in it has been commenſurate only with the very 


accurate and extenſive knowledge he has acquired of 


the kind of diſeaſes applicable to the remedy, of the 
mode of operation, and, indeed, of the general me- 
rits of the ſubject. The limits of this Tra& will not 
admit of acopious extract from the Caſes he has pub- 
liſhed; but I muſt give place to a few of them. 

| Chronic Rl cumal i ſn. 

Mr. Brxv, of Sion Houfe, or Upper Hotwell, had 
been ſubject to violent / he pains for upwards of 
ten years, which attacked him at yarious periods of 
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the year, and ſometimes rendered him incapable of 
walking or uſing his limbs. About two months be- 
fore Mr. L. ſaw him he was ſeized ſo ſeverely in his 
right arm, from his ſhoulder to the wriſt, that he 
could not move jt without violent pain, and was 
obliged to abſent himſelf from duty that day as mem- 
ber of the Briſtol Volunteers. Mr. L. applied the 
Tractors, and in a few minutes the pain deſcended 
from the ſhoulder to the hand; in leſs than a quarter 
of an hour he could lift his arm to his head, and move 
it in all directions with perſeR eaſe. A flight pain 
remained in his wriſt, which however in a few hours 
went gradually off, and he felt no return. In his 


former attacks the pain had generally laſted for ſe- 


veral weeks; and it was evident that the progreſs 
of the diſeaſe was ſtopped and remoyed by the 
Tractors. 

| Acute Rteumatiſmn, 

Mr. Wurz, the bo :k-keeper of the Rummer 
Tavern, Briſtol, had been afl:Rted with a violent 
ace rheumatiſm for ſix weeks, which confined him to 
Dis bed. He had tried various applications without 
effect. I viſited Mr. WHEELER,” fays Mr. L. 
„ in company with Dr. O'CoxxELL, and found him 
in very violent pain in all bis limbs, and incapable 
of moving his right arm to his head, or taking up 
the cup in which his wife uſually adminiſtered to 
him his drink. I drew the Tractors over his right 
ſhoulder, extending them along the deltoid muſcle, 
down his arm, in the courſe of the nerve, to the end 
of his fingers, which were tumefied but not inflamed. 
At the expiration of fifteen minutes, he declared 
that the pains were entirely removed, and to his 
great aſtoniſhment, as well as that of his wife and 
Dr. O'CoxNEtLL, he could move his arm in every 
direction, and taking up the cup, be exclaimed, 
« Look, look, I can lift it to my mouth with perfect 
eaſe !”” He had alſo violent pains in his right thigh, 

on 
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on which J operated about as long a time as on his 
arm, when he ſaid he waz entirely free from pain, 
and expreſſed a defire to walk, which he did with 
great ente. The next day, when I called on him 
again, I found he had flept well, which he had not 
done trom the period he was fiift token il} to the 
time I ſaw him. The pains had not returned in his 
right arm nor right thigh, but his left thigh had been 
for two hours ſo painful, that he was incapable of 
moving it in the leaſt degree. I operated on it for 
twenty minutes, when the pain was entirely removed, 
and he walked abuut the room nearly a quarter of 
an hour with perfect eaſe. The next day he told me 
be was much better, but the pains had not entirely 
left him. I applied the Tra&ors to all his limbs, and 
left him quite eaſy. Two days after I called on him 
again, and found that he was gone out, was free from 
Pain, had a good appetite, reſted well at night, and 
had no other complaint than debility. When TI had 
done with him, he waſhed himſelf in linimeutum 
ſaponis. He has ſince gained ſtrength and fleſh very 
rapidly, and is now quite well, and follows his uſual 
occupation as book keeper at the Rummer-Tavern.” 


« Mr. Cow aRD, book-keeper, at the Buſh, Briſtol, 
was attacked with an 


Inflammatory Rheumatiſm 


in his foot, which had continued tliree or four days, 
and gave him much pain, inflammation, and ſwelling. 
The flannel in which his foot was wrapped being 
removed, the Tractors were applied for about a 
quarter of an hour, when a perſpiration came on 
all over his body, and he felt quite eaſy. The in- 


flammation diſappeared, and the ſecond day he put 


on his ſtocking and ſhoe, and has felt no return of 
Pain ſince. It is two months ſince the application.“ 
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Mr. LAN WORT UV publiſhes the following com- 
munication from Mr. ELO DU SHARK T Laxcweors 
THY, a Surgeon, of Brixham, Devonſhire. 


« Auguſt 3oth, 1798. 

« — The Caſes I have met with have been but 
few, but in thoſe few tbe applications have been at- 
tended with conſiderable benefit—A boy, 14 years 
of age, about a year and a half ſince was attacked 
with a fever of the typhus kint, which in a few weeks - 
terminated in a confirmed 

. Sciatica. 

Stimulants were applied to the part affected; ſea- 
bathing was alſo had recourſe to, and a variety of 
medicines given internally, But all theſe means 
proving unſucceſsful, he was admitted into the 
Exeter hoſpital, where he remained for ſome time, 
but received no benefit. Since he was diſmiſſed 
from the hoſpital, he has continued to bathe in the 
fea, by which his general health has been, ſome- 
* hat mended, but the lameneſs continued nearly the 
ſame. He is by trade a thatcher, and his ſituation in 
life compelled him to purſue it in the beſt manner he 
could, His method of getting his reed upon the 
houſe or ſtack which he had to thatch was, by di- 
viding the bundles into ſeveral parts, which he placed 
on a ladder, one at a time, juſt high enough to be 
able to ſupport it with his head, while he held faſt 
by the ladder with both hands, in order to bring up 
Bis leg. This was the only way that he could aſcend. 
I ought to tell you, that the diſeaſed limb is nearly 
an inch and a half ſhorter than the correſponding 
one, and confiderably ſmaller; and that he was ſub- 
ject tt violent pains on every change of weather. 

„ During the firſt four or five days, he perceived 
no material benefit from the Tractors, otherwiſe 
than that they produced a great degree of heat on the 


lein, 
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ſkin, which gave him more feeling in the limb than 
he had before. At the end of ten days or a fortnight 
he was conſiderably better, and is, at the time of my 
writing (which is three weeks from the commence- 
ment of the application) ſo much recovered, that he 
now carries his reed in whole bundles upon the houſe, 
holding them with one hand, while he ſupports him- 
felf up the ladder with the other. Before the appli- 
cation of the TraQtors, he could not reach the ground 
with his hand without throwing the diſeaſed limb 
behind him, but he can now ſtoop ſo as to take up 
any thing upon a level with his feet, and even buckle 
his ſhoes. I have operated upon him twice a day 
when I have had an opportunity, but he often goes 
into the country too early for me in the morning, 
and 1s frequently too late at night, ſo that he has not 
given the TraQors ſo fair a trial as he ought. He 
bas had no return of the pain, even in the ſmalleſt 
degree. 

The next Caſe is that of a woman of this place, 
who had laboured under a 


Reinſy 

for ſeveral days, and at length the inflammation and 
ſwelling were ſo great that ſhe could not ſwallow any 
thing even in a fluid ſtate. 1 applied the inftru- 
ments, and in lefs than five minutes ſhe exclaimed 
with great joy that ſhe was better, and that ſhe 
could ſwallow her ſpittle, which ſhe had not been 
able to do for ſeveral days before: I continued the 
application about teu minutes longer, when a profuſe 
perſpiration broke out all over her face and neck, 
attended with a conſiderable effloreſcence on the 
ſkin, in the fore part of her neck; as ſoon as 1 had 
finiſhed the application, ſhe ſat down and made a 
hearty breakfaſt. The next morning the pain re- 
turned in a flight degree, but after drinking a little 
warm tea was eaſy: nor had I any occaſion to apply 
the Tractors a ſecond time. 

E 5 « Another 
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« Another Caſe occurred to me on Sunday laſtis | 
A woman had been afflicted with a 


Vielent rheumatic Pain in ber Head and Face 


for ſix weeks. The firſt application procured her a 
good night's reſt (which ſhe had not experienced 
during the whole of her illneſs before), and a ſecond 
removed the complaint entirely. In neither of the 
above Caſes has any kind of medicine been admini- 
ſtered. Should you think thefe Caſes, or either of 
them, worth inſerting in your pamphlet, you are at 
liberty to make what uſe of them you may think 
proper. Your's affectionate ly, 

« ELFORD SPARKE LAN GWO RTM.“ 


The following Caſe occurred in the practice of 
Mr. HoyLes, Surgeon, of Dartmouth. 

« About three o'clock in the morning he was 
called up to a young woman in the town, who was 
labouring under a 


Violent Pain in the Side, 


attended with difficulty of breathing ; ſhe had been 
bled for the ſame complaint ſome days prior to this 
attack, with ſome benefit, but the complaint had now 
returned with redoubled violence. He fat down by 
the bed-ſide of his patient, with but little expecta- 
tions of finding any good effects from the applica- 
tion, and uſed the Tractors, when, to his great aſto- 
niſhment, as well as that of his patient, ſhe was in 
five minutes much eaſier, and in ten minutes more 
ſhe was perfectly relieved, and has remained well 
ever ſince,” 


The follewing, from a Gentleman of Rank and high Re- 
ſpeBatilit, Mr. LaxnowoRTHy publiſhes : 
« Bath, December 24th, 1798. 


« Sir WII LIAu BARKER preſents his compli- 
ments to Mr. LANGWORTHY ; be has not the leaſt 
objection 
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objection to have his name inſerted with thoſe who 
have received benefit from the uſe of the Metallic 
Tractors, He has been afflicted with 

Violent rheumatic Pains 


in each of his knees, at different times, for upwards 
of ten years, and in his hips and back; he has tried 
a variety of medicines, and both ſea-bathing and 
Buxton waters, with little or no effet. He could 
not walk a ſtreet's length when he came here (ſome 
months ſince) without ſuffering great pain, but is now 
able to walk over the whole town with little or no 
pain, which he attributes to the uſe of the Tractors.“ 


In a ſubſequent part of his work, Mr. LAN G- 
wok ru ſays, „I am ſingularly happy to adduce 
the teſtimony of a gentleman of high profeſſional 
character. Mr. Lys TER, formerly ſenior Surgeon 
to the Dublin hoſpital, and for many years an eminent 
ſurgeon in Bath, has given me leave to publiſh, that 
he has cured ſeveral alive erf of the 
face with the Tractors; and has ſucceeded in one re- 
ma kable caſe of a wh://xv, even after he thought 
ſuppuration had taken place. The following Caſe 


of 
Rheumatiſm 


fell under his obſervation. A ſervant applied to him 
who was quite a cripple, and had laboured under the 
moſt excruciating pains in bis back, legs, and arms, 
eighteen months, never having received eaſe from 
the many things he had taken. From the firſt appli- 
cation of the Tractors, this poor man received great 
benefit, and to make uſe of Mr. Lys TERr's own 
words" At the expiration of three weeks, by 
« operating daily, he could walk as well and as up- 
« right as any man in Bath.” Mr. Lys TER makes 
22 of many other caſes of rheumatiſm, and 9+ 
pical inflammatory complaints. ; 

| — E 6 « I have 
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« I have permiſſion,“ ſays Mr L. “of Dr. FeL- 
Lows “, of Bath, to ſtate the particulars of the treat- 
ment of one of his ſervants. The Doctor, expreſſing 
at different times his withes to be informed of the 
ſucceſs of the PFractcrs, 1 called on him for that pur- 
poſe. An opportunity immediately offered. One 
of his ſervants had a few hours before 


Sprained bis Ancle. 


A violent inflammation enſved, with great pain and 
. ſwelling. I applied the Tractors for ten minutes, 
when he fainted and was extremely ſick ; winch 
| ſymptoms I have frequently remarked to be the 
| effect of the application of the Tractors, when the 
| cure 1s about to follow. Half an hour after, he was 

operated upon again, which entirely removed the 
pain and inflammation. It is ſix weeks ſince the 
accident happened, and he has had no return of pain. 
I beg leave to add, that Dr. FELLows, unh the 
ſpirit of Iiberality always attendant on ſcience, di- 
rected by the teſtimouy of his ſenſes, freely gave me 
leave to uſe his name on this uccafion,” — 


« Tous Moopy (diſtributor of the Bath Chroni- 
cle) had, from April 1798, been afflicted with 


Viol. nt Pains in his Head, 


attended with giddineſs and right ſweats. He had 
been in the infermary and diſpenſary for 11x months 
wichout finding any benefit, and in that hopeleſs ſtate 
was recommended to me by his matter. I opplicd 
the TraQtors dailyto his head for upwards of a month, 
and am happy to fay that he ig quite well. For thele 
laſt fix weeks he has b-en-engaged in his uſual occu- 
pation, Much might be ſaid of this man's cafe, but 
Mr. CkRuTTWELL will, with pleaſure, relate the 


cue 


* — 
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cure to any one u ho may call cn him for that 
purpoſe.” f 

Mr. LaxcwoRTHY's publication contains many 
more Caſ.s, equally demonſtrative of the efficacy of 
the Traftors, but the few I have quoted will ſerve to 
give ſome idea of the general ſucceſs of the Metallic 
Practice in his hands, The diſeaſes, in which he 
found the TraQors moſt efficacious, were, painful 
topical aſtections, as chronic and inflammatory rheumatiſin, 
inflammatory gout, quinjy, eryfipelas, tetters, tumefathions 
from contufions, ſealds, burns, inflammations of the eyes, 
b:ad-achs, and pains on various pas !s of the body, 

The cauſes of his failure were ſimilar to thoſe 
which have been remarked, by all who have made 
nice obſervations during their practice with the Trac- 
tors. —T he preſence of oi/y, greaſy, or prriſfirable 
matter was an inſurmountab e obſtacle to ſucceſs; 

It will not be a ſubject of ſurpriſe with the reader, 
that Mr. L. after ſuch evidence, ſhould entertain a 
favourable opint:n cf the merits of the Metallic 
Practice. This may be given in a few words: “ I 
believe,” ſays he, © anew diſcovery in the economy 
of nature to have been made, which is capable of 
being converted to a happy alleviation of human 
affliction ; and my moſt ardent, and I will ſay my 
only with is, that the truth or fallacy of the doctriue 


may be aſcertained by others.” 


After expreſſing his wiſh to meet medical men 
with this view at all times, to adopt whatever mode 
they may chuſe, in order to come to a true Kknow- 
ledge of the merits of this remedy, he concludes : 

« After witnefling the efficacy of the PER RINRAN 
PRACTICE in the caſes I have ſtated, and after what 
I have written on the ſubject, my own faith in the 
ſcience cannot be doubted. But having thus offered 
my pretenſions to the eye of philoſophy, and the teſt 
ef experiment, + am fairly before the pablic; and 
wil all the deference due to it from one of the hum- 

4 bicſt 
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bleſt of its members, confident of its candour, I pa- 
tiently await its deciſion,” 

Few, it is believed, will peruſe the publication 
of Mr. LaxoworTHayY without giving him much 
credit for the liberal and honourable propoſals which 
he makes to ſcientific men, to cume and examine 
the merits of this pratice. With a view of inviting 
them to the inveſtigation, he obſerves: 

I propoſe to operate on all perſons afflicted 
with any of the diſeaſes here enumerated, in the 
preſence of ſuch phyſicians, ſurgeons, or others, as 
may be deſirous of witneſſing the operation; and I 
thus publicly invi'e them to procure ſuch patients 
for the purpoſe, as may come within their know - 
ledge. The numerous hoſpitals, infirmaries, alms 
houſes, and other charitable inſtitutions, mult at all 
ſeaſons furniſh fit ſubjects for my practice; and I 
will readily and willingly attend the directors and 
phyſicians who have the care of them, and make 
my experiments in their preſence. 

« All ſuch poor perſons as come to me will be 
relieved gratis, if their caſes fall within my prac- 
tice ; and the doors will be open for medical and 
other gentlemen, who will bring ſuch perſons, 
either for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the truth of 
my pretenſions, or gratifying their curioſity. 

« But while I offer propoſals ſo convenient to the 
poor and neeeſſitous, it is neceffary to obſerve, that 
I expect the regular fees of my profeſſion, from pa- 
tients who may be able to pay them. In this re- 
ſpe, however, I ſhall conform myſelf to modera- 
tion, and the circumſtances of the applicants, as far 
as the charges of my education, and the expences of 
my undertaking and ſituation in life will permit. 


In drawing up this manual, I am not conſcious 


of having miſtated fats, or that I could have made 
a more candid propoſal for bringing my pretenſions 
to a proper teſt, And all I can add is, that if any 

| aſſemblage 
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2 aſſerablage of medical or other gentlemen, will offer 
a plan, more likely to obtain the end defired, I ſhall 
hold myſeif bound in honour and in duty, as well 
as inclination, to co-operate with them in any way 
in my power.” 

Only a part of the Experiments of Mr. LAN O- 
woRTHY has been adduced in theſe quotations. The 
peruſal of his work would afford much ſatisfaction 
and inſtruction to thoſe who with to gain information 
on this practice. To that alone 1 ſhould have re- 
ferred them; but, confiſtent with my original deſign 
of noticing the experience of thoſe who have prac- 
tiſed moſt with the Tractors in this country, Mr. 
LaxowouitTayr's merited a particular notice. 


OO ———— ——— ; 


PART I. 


A FEW CASES IN AMERICA. 
CoMMuNICATED To DR. PERRKINõS. 


THE limits of this Tra& will not allow of citing 
many tranſatlantic caſes. A conſiderable number 
having already been publiſhed in this country, in the 

work in which I gave the hiſtory of the diſcovery 

i entitled, “ Influence of Metallic Tractors on the Human 
| Body, Sc.“ [price 25. 6d. Johnſon. ] Perſons de- 
| ſirous of ſeeing them, can have recourſe to that for 
the purpoſe. As the practice has been longer before 
the public in America than in England, and as 
the profeſſional character of Dr. Perkins, the Diſ- 
| coverer, was better known, it may be conceiv- 
ed, that many more atteſtations would there have 

| been publiſhed than at this early period here. 
Among thoſe who ſtated caſes of ſucceſsful praftice, 
and who preſented their names to the public, as men 
| who approved of the Diſcovery, and acknowledged 
wemſelves inſtrumental in circulating the 7 

v 
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I have now with me a book containing the names of 
FORTY-TWO PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, of emi» 
nence in their profeſſion, TWEXTY-TWv CLERKG Ys 
MEN, moſt of whora are Doctors of Divinity, and 
connected with literary inſtitutions, Two PRo- 
FESSORS OF NATURAL PnltoSoOPHY in two diſ- 
ferent Univerſities, ſeveral Members of Congreſs, 
and other Perſonages, filling the higheſt Offices in 
the Government of the Country. 

For the high character given of thoſe of the Ame- 
rican Caſes, which have been re-pulliſhed here, 
ſee quotations from the different Reviews, in the 
« Preliminary Obſervations.” A few ſhall be cited. 


Ma. MeE1cs, PRotrts80R or NATURAL PHrLo- 
SOPHY, IN THE UNIVERSITY OF NEw HAVEN. 
September 18th 1798. 
« Dear Sir, Peripneumonic Affection. 
« AS I am daily confirmed in the opinion, that 
fats form the moſt valuable part of our knowledge, 
I think it my duty to communicate to you the fol- 
lowing: In March laſt, my ſon, about eight years of 
age, was ſeized with a complaint of the peripneumonic 
Kind, attended with a violent pain in the left fide, 
accompanied with a high fever and ſevere cough. 
By the care of Dr. Munſon * he was in three 
er four days ſo far reſtored, that on the fifth day he 
walked about the houſe. This expoſed him to a 
relapſe, for on the fixth day he was ſeized with a 
return ef the ſymptoms: his fever was higher, the 
Pain on the left fide was greater, aitended with a 
ſoreneſs, which, whenever he coughed, forced him 
to cry out. He was obliged to lie on his back, being 
neither able to turn himſelf or be turned. Dr. Mun- 
ſan being again called, pronounced his caſe a hazard- 
ous one ; and, after having preſcribed what he 
thought proper ſuggeſted a trial of your Tractors. 
| This 
* Pieſident of the Connecticut Medical Society. 
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This I immediately undertook, and in about half an 
hour he declared his pain was gone, turned himſelf 
without difficulty on his right ſide, and fell into a 
profound fleep, accompanied by a remarkably pro- 
fuſe perſpiration, which burſted from every pore. 
After a fleep of fix or ſeven hours, he awoke in per- 
fe& health, and has continued ſo to this day. It ap- 


peared to me that the marks of the points on his 


ſide were larger, mcre inflamed and ſwelled, than 
could have been expected from the mere mechanical 
irritation of the metals applied fo gently and lightly, 
as in this caſe. This circumſtance I mention, be- 
cauſe it may perhaps aſſiſt in the formation of a theory 
on this ſubject, I am, dear Sir, your's, 

Jos ian Meigs, 

— 


MR. WoopwAR PD, PRorESSOR OF NATURAL Pi- 


LOSOPHY IN THE UNIVERSITYOF DART MOU THy 

&c. &c. 
Pains in the Head, Face, Teeth, Salt Rheum, and a Sp, ain. 
© I have made uſe of your Tractors in various 
diſorders, and beſides univerſally abating, and gene- 
rally removing pains in the head, face, teeth, &c. 
1 have found them uſeful in the ſalt rheum *. Only 
one opportanity has preſented for an effectual ti ial; 
that has cured the patient by three applic:uons, 
which being known, ſeveral perſons, afflicted with 
that diſeaſe, have beea to my houſe to have the ex- 
periment performed on them; the diſorders have 
abated on the firſt trial; and the preſent proſpect is, 
that cures will be effected for them by further uſe 
of the Trattors. A violent pain, proceeding from a 
ſprain in the foot, has been removed ſo as not tu returns 
« have the bonour fg be, dear Sir, your's, 
«EfzalLEtt, Woopwakd.” 


ery common in New 
& 14/2, but not conta- 
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* A diſeaſe of the . 
England, much reſemb 
gious; and is more local.“ 
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REV. WILIA Roctrs, D. D. PkortssoR or 
OkAaTtoRY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENSSYI. 
VANIA, &c. &C. 

bs Philadelphia, June iſt, 1797. 

Inflamed Eyes. 

« Mr. MazxaT, of Philadelphia, was ſome time 
ſince afflicted with a violent inflammation in his left 
eye, accompanied with ſevere pain, which extended 
through the head, and deprived him of feſt. Ihe 
eye was entirely cloſed, and conſtantly diicharging 
water. Several things were applied to give him e aſe, 
but to no pur poſe. 1 told him, on openiag it gently 
with my fingers, it was too bad to be relieved by 
the Tractors, as it was entirely of a bloody colour, 
and all the parts contiguous greatly ſwelled and much 
inflamed; however, I would try their efficacy. I 
applied them a few minutes, and he began to open 
the eye. I continued uſing the TraQtors, for the 
ſpace of ten or fifteen minutes, when the pain and in- 
flammatien were entirely removed, and he opened 
his eye without diſficul' y. He returned to his family 
wholly relieved, had 2n appetite for his food, and 
next day went to his accuſtomed labour.—A few 
days after he had an inflammation in his right eye, 
attended with very conſiderable pain. 1 again ap- 
plied the Tractors, and he was almoſt inſtantly re- 
lieved. From that time to this he has been, as to 
his eyes, as well as ever he was in his life. I have 
uſed the I ractors in ſome other inſtances with ſuc- 
ceſs —Allow me to ſubſcribe myſelf, 

« Your friend, 
«KC WILLIAM RoGERS,” 


DocTors BAKER, HALL, Log, axp Brews TTR, 
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF The CouxTyY of 
WINDHAM, IN THR CoxnNECt1IcUuT MEvical 
CoNnveENTI1ON. Windham County. 
Pains, ſpaſmodic and in flammator y Aﬀetiions 
« From a variety of cafes v-hich have occurred, 
not 
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not only in our own practice, but in th t of our 
nei»hbouring phyſicians, we are fully convinced of the 
witty of the Metallic Tractors, in removing various 
pains, ſpaſmodic and inflammatory affect ions frum 
the human body, and that the difcoverh is of impur- 
ta ice to the healing art. 

Josey Bak nn, 

er IIALIL, 

LISA Leun, 
JonNx BRewsS TER, 


Fellows of the 
Conneaicut Me- 
dical Society.” 


FaeDtrc DALCHo, M. D. SURGEON IN THE 
ARMY oF THE. UNITED STATES, TO THE 
Hox, James M HVR, SECRETARY AT Wan. 


Fort Johnſon, S. C. March 1799. 


« For about two years paſt, Captain Kaltaiſen, 
the commanding officer of the garriton, has been 
much afflicted with a 


Spaſmodic Affection on the liſi Side of his Head ; 


and for ſeveral months it has become ſo very fre- 
quent and violent as to affect his ſenſes in a great 
degree. All the variety of applications which have 
been made, afforded him pot the ſmalleſt relief; and 
I doubted of his ever obtaining it, at his advanced 
age, ſeventy-three years. A few days fince he was 
ſo violently attacked, that the intellectual functions 
were entirely deranged; and I apprehended very 
ſerious conſequences. In this ſituation I purchaſed 
a ſet of Dr. PERK1xs's Tractors; the füſt applica» 
tion of which held out the pleaſing proſpec of his 
entire recovery: after repeating it for a few days he 
became perfectiy-eafy, and free from pain; and his 
mind reſtored to itꝭ hᷣatural ſtrength, no indiſpoſition 
remaining but what I conſequent on age. 
« I have the honour to be yours, 
& F, Dai cuo.” 


Da. 
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Da. Thomas Backus, or PIlAINTIEL D; Mu- 
BER OF THE CONNECTICUT MEzD1caL So- 
CIETYs 


« I was called on the 4th ult, to attend a patient, 
13 Crawſon, who, for about five years, has been 
trequently troubled with a ſpecies of 

Epileptic Fits, 


When I firſt ſaw him he had experienced, in the 
courſe of the day, twelve, each of which held him 
nearly fifteen minutes. I took from him about four. 
teen ounces of blood; but diſcovering no happy 
effect, I applied the Tractors to his right leg, in 
which he uſually experienced the firſt attack of his 
fits. The whole leg immediately became limher, 
and free from ſpaſm ; and he ſoon revived, without 
ſuffering a general convulſion. About twenty mi- 
nates after, I being out of his room, was informed 
that the ſymptoms of another fit appeared; and be- 
fore I could operate on him he was univerſally con- 
vulſed, with an entire loſs of reaſon. I then drew 
the TraQtors over his right leg again, fix or eight 
times, when the ſpaſms immediately ceaſed, and his 
reaſon was inſtantly reſtored. Several others at in- 
tervals commenced with their uſual ſymptoms, ſo 
contracting and cramping the right leg, that the ut- 
moſt exertions of two men were unable to ſtraiten 
it, each of which were removed in lefs than a mi- 
nute by five or fix ſtrokes of the Tractors, before 
the ſpaſm had extended to the other parts of his 
budy: the leg almoſt inſt antaneouſiy becoming per- 
fectly lax. 

« By. the requeſt of a number of gentlemen, who 
by this time had convened to behold this ſingular 
phenomenon, when the ſymptoms of a fit appeared 
I ceaſed to uſe the Tractors, that we might deter- 
mine whether the above operations had prevented 
the general convulſions, which, before their applica- 

tion, 
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tion, had always ſ:icceeded the attack in his leg. 
Immediately he went into a very fevere fit, which 
appeared in one univerſal ſpaſm. In this fitvation I 
ſuffered him to continue a few minutes, ich was 
long enough for the experiment, when, by applying 
the Tractors to his leg apain, in leſs than one mi- 
nute, he was entirely freed from every kind of 
ſpaſm, and his reafon reſtored. 
& About one hour and a half after the firſt appli- 
cation of the TraQors, the fits entirely ſubſided. He 
became very eaſy, and experienced none of thuſe 
diſagreeable ſenſations which he ever had, after for- 
mer attacks of this kind, As he had uſually been 
a\llicted with theſe fits, except at a few intervals of 
twelve or fifteen minutes each, about 24 hours, it 
muſt be evident that the influence of the Tractors 
not only ſhortened the fits, but leſſened their num- 
ber ; as at this time they continued not more than 
nine or ten hours from their commencement, and an 
hour and a half after the firſt experiment. He has 
diſcovered none of that debility which has uſually 
ſucceeded his former attacks, and continues to this 
day enjuying better health than uſual. 
“% Your humble ſervant, 
„ Tromas Backus,” 


— 


BN IAMIN SBR RV, OF ALEXANDRIA, STATE or 
VIX INIA; OF THE SOCIETY OF THE FRIENDS, 
5th momth, 16th day, 1798. 

I have been witnets to a ſucceſsful operation of 

thy Tractors on my ton in caſe of 
Epileptic Fits, 

to which he has been ſubjeR about eighteen months, 
On the 23d of the 4th month, he was ſeized with 
one, with entire loſs of reafon. His hands were fo 
clenched together with ſpaſms, that the efforts of 
Javzs LAuRAs ON,, whoſe aſſiſtance I called in, and 
* own, could not open them. In this ſituation we 
applied 


r 
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applied thy Tractors to each arm, drawing them 
from the elbow down to his hand, and, to our great 
ſurpriſe, his hands ſoon became perfectly lax, and 
opened with eaſe: by continuing the application on 
his head for 2 few minutes, he came to his reaſon, 
and went to fleep, fince which he has had no more 
ſigns of them. On all former attacks, they have 
continued fix or eight hours, and from twelve to 
twenty in number. Bleeding and other means have 
been uſed, but he was never before relieved of them 
ſo immediately. I am confident the Tractors ef- 
feed the relief. Thy friend, 

BgxJAMIN SHREVE.” 


Rev. JeDEDian Mokst, b. b. of CHARLES TON, 
MasSSACHUSETS, FELLOow OF THE AMERI-» 
CAN ACADBMY or ARTS AND SCIENCES, MEm- 
BER OF THE HIS TORICAL SOCIETY or Mass a- 
CHUSETS, AUTHOR OF THE © UNIVERSAL. 
GEOGRAPHY,” © AMERICAN GAZETTEER,” &c. 
&C. 

« I have made a ſucceſsful trial of your Metallic 

Tractors in a number of Caſes, ſuch as 

Burns, Pains in the Head, Teeth, Face, Ears, Side, Back, 

and limbs, ariſing from cold. In ſome Caſes I have 

been unſucceſsful, particularly inaburn, where oil had 
been previouſly applied, and in the tooth-ach, where 
the teeth were very defective. On the whole, I think 
the diſcovery to be a very uſeful one, and wiſh it 
cordially all imaginable ſucceſs. I have the honour 
to be, Dear Sir, your moſt obedient, 

„% TEDEDIAH MoRsSE,” 
—Y 

SaMver W1LLARD, M. p. OF STAFFORD, Mu- 
BER OF THE CoNNECTICUT MEDICAL $0» 
CIETY. . 

Rheumatiſm and Burn. 
« Since I returned to Stafford, I have made trial 

of your Tractors, with very happy ſucceſs, in a 2 
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of rheumatiſm, which had for a long time baffled all 
the remedies to which 1 myſelf and two other phy- 
ſicians had adviſed. The wart which 1 burned down, 
when at your houſe, gave me no trouble as to any 
ſenſation of heat after you applied the T1 actors to the 
inflamed part. I felt a ſoreneſs for ſeveral days 
after, but it was no grezter than would have ariſen 
from the deſtruction of ſo much fleſh from any 
other cauſe. It ar ues great folly to condema any 
innovations, or attempts at irma provement in the arts, 
without due inveſtigation. This is a Kind of treat- 
ment, however, which your diſcovery, as well as 
others, have experienced, and while human nature is 
the ſame, muſt expect ſtill to experience. 
J am, dear Sir, your humble ſervant, 
« SAMUEL WILLARD,” 


— 


Dr. James Goss, or GLovcesTER, Mass- 


CHRU SETS. 
Severe Scald on an Infant Child. 


I this day ſaw your Tractors applied with ſuc- 


ceſs on a child of Mr. James SMT A, fifteen months 


old, which had been about an hour before very 
ſeverely ſcalded, by falling into boiling fat“, with 
one hand and arm, on which large bliſters were 
raiſed. After a few minutes operation, the redneſs 


and inflammation were almoſt wholly removed, and 


the child appeared to be eaſed of pain. 
« ] am yours, &c. 
James Goss. 


Sauuxl H. P. LEE, M. Dp. of NEW Loxpox, 


MEMBER OE THE CoNnNEcTicuT MEDICAL 


SOCIETY. 
« My infant child was 
Scalded with bat Tea 
on the forehead, about three and a half inches in 


* The oily matter trom the tat was removed 
previous to the application of the Tractors. 
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length, and three-fourths of an inch in breadth, 
which raiſed a veficle before I had time to apply any 
thing to it. The Tractors were ſolely uſed, and the 
whole redneſs difappeared. The blitter broke, and 


the liquor under it formed itſelſ into a ſcabby ſurfice. 


The next day the wound was perfectly circumſcribed 
to the part bliſtered, and the whole caſt off, and left 
the ſecoad ſkin perfectly entire, without the ſmalleſt 
appearance of ſuppuration or inflammation ; and, 
what 1s extraordinary, it never appeared to give the 
child the ſmalleſt pain, itching, or ſmarting, and in 
appearance was ſo unlike a ſcald, that enquiries were 
made what it was that grew on the child's forehead, 
« TI have ufed the Tractors in many ether in- 
ſtances, wherein they appeared to have very ſalutary 
effects; but as the uſe of them was accompanied 
with other remedies, I forbear mentioning them in 
this place. 
« Believe me, dear Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
« SAMURL H. P. Lee.” 


Da. Rur us louxsox, or CanTERBURY; MEvaAra 

OF THE CONNECTICUT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
« In the courſe of my practice, a few months 
aſt, I have made frequent experiments with the 
Merattic Tractors; and have, with but very fev! ex- 
coptions, ſucceeded to ray ſurpriſe in removing heu- 
matiſms, head. achi, pains in the face, ſpaſmodic affectians, 
end inflammatory ſwellings of the throat, The pains, 
after having been once eaſed, have, in ſome inſtances, 
returned; and then, by a repetition of the applica- 
tions, have been wholly removed. From my own 
ractice, and what I know of the practice of others, 
conceive this method of removing pains a very im- 

portant and uſeful diſcovery in tha healing art. 
« With beſt wiſhes for your ſucceſs in this Practice, 
IR SEL «& I remain yours, &c. 

« Rurus JokNnv08,” 
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Rxv. Samver Horkixs, D. D. of Newport, Rhode 
AMAund, Auber of ** The Syſlem of Divinity, and 
other Works, 


Auguſt 17th, 1796. 
« For twelve or fourteen years, Captain WILIUIXAN 
Lau, of Newport, had been trequeutly afflicted 
with ſevere paroxy ſms of | 


=> T be (outs 


Tn the fall of 1795 he had a violent attack of this 
diſorder, which confined him to his room for five or 
ſix days. Art this time, when his foot was very much 
ſwelled, inflamed, and in ſuch extreme pain, eſpe- 
cially his great toe, that he could not walk, nor t=-: 
his foot on the floor, I called upon him, and operated 
on his foot, according to your directions, Within 
five minutes the pain and inflammation ceaſed, ſo 
that he walked with eaſe. The ſwelling within 
twenty-four hours ſubſided, ſo that he put on his 
ſhoe; and this foot in two days became as well as 
the other, The pain has twice returned fince, but 
has been ſoon removed by the ſame application. 
&« Your friend, and humble ſervant, 
© SAMUEL Ho EINS.“ 


Extract of a Letter fromthe Hon. Or.iveRELSworRTH, 
LL. D. Chief Juſtice of the United States, ts the Ho, 
Joux Maxs HALL, of Virginia, one of the late Envoys 
Extraordiuary from the United States to the French 
Republic. 

“ Philadelphia, March 7th, 1797. 
« Dear Sir, | 
% The gentleman who will deliver this Letter is 

Dr. PexK1Ns, of Connecticut, a reſpectable phyſi- 

cian, and inventor of the Metallic Tractors, for the 

relief of pain. Strange as his hypotheſis may be, 
experiments give it countenance.— In ſome caſes, the 
effects wrought are not eaſily aſcribable to imagina- 
tion, great and deluſive as is its power. Should there 

| F be 


98 PERKINGS METALLIC TRAcrots: 


be caſes favourable for experiments in your vicinity, 
de would be ready to operate, and that in the pre- 
ſence of perſons moſt competent to detect a fallacy, 
if there is one; or, on the other hand, to extend the 
improvement, if, in fact, a new principle is diſco— 
vered, With great reſpeR, I am, Sir, Your's, &c. 

4 OLIVER ELSWoORTH.,” 


T'xtra#t of a Litter from the REV. SzvueEr Macaw, 
of Thiladelt bin, D. D. Fellow /, ard Secrctary ta, the 
American Pliliſaplical Society, Sc. Sc. to the Ricut 
REV. James Mappisox, Biſtop of Virginia. 

* Right Rev. Sir, March &th, 1797. 
& This will introduce to your perſonal acquaint- 
ance a very reſpectable perſon, Dr FEkKki1xs, of 

Connecticut, if, in the courſe of bis journeying, he 

may viſit Williamſburgh, and have it in his power to 

wait on Biſhop Maddiſon. The Doctor, by a felicity 
of genius and inveſtigation, has, it ſhould ſecm, 
apened a bighway to healing influences, which pro- 
miſes fair to conititute a new ra in the Medical 
Annals. His Metallic Tractors, their uſes and effi- 
cacy, in a vatt variety of cafes, have gained him 
great celebrity; and 1 am diſpoſed to think, even 
from what I have 4n:xvn myſelf of their deſerts, a ce» 
lebrity not precarious, unfounded, or fugitive, 
« I have the honour to be, Sir, Your's, &c. 
| « SAMUEL Macaw,” 


Extract of a Leiter, dated February $h 1799, from the 
Rrv. Dr. SAMUEL STILLMAN, of Heſlon, in the 


x United States, Felluv of Rhode ¶ ſlund College, Sc. Cc. 


Luther of ſeveral literary Works ; 10 lu Friend the 

- Rev. Dx. Joux R1PPON, of Grangee Road, Borough, 
Seutbwan þ. x 4 

« The Metallic Tracters invented by Dr. Px R- 

KINs have already proved an important blefling to 

mankind, I have not time to inform you of the 

ſurpriſing 
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farpriſng cures I have wronght with them, in caſes 
of rheumatiſm, grauty, eontraftions, pains in the bead, in- 
flammt ins in the cyes, face, &c. but be aſſured they 
are many, Mr. PæxkISSs's reſidence in London 
will no doubt induce you to embrace the opportu- 
nity of giving the ſubject the attention it merits. I 
am, with high eſteem, 
« Rev. Sir, 
6 your aſſured friend, 
e SAMUEL STILLMANG? 


Tu literary reader need not be informed reſpect- 
ing the worthy character who writes this letter; his 
writings render him well known beyond the limits 
of his own country. It would be ungrateful not to 
return my acknowledgments to Dr. Riyyox, for 
the philoſopher-like candour with which he has 
treated the Metallic Practice, anc expreſſed his con- 
viction of its efficacy, ſince he has had an opportunity 
of witneſſing its effects, in giving relief to a man 
ſeverely afflited with the acuTE KHEUMATISM in 
the hand and foot. 


-.—— 


FART #1 


PROCEEDINGS ON THE SUBJECT OF DR. 
PERKINS'S DISCOVERY, BY THE MEDI- 
CAL PROFESSORS AT COPENHAGEN. 


THE Metallic Practice is not limited to Great 
Britain and America, but is already adopted in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe. At Copenhagen a regular 
enquiry into the merits of the diſcovery has been 
nadertaken by ſeveral characters well known in the 
learned and philoſophic world, which, from th& 
importance that has been attached to it, has areal 

; F2 ape 
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appeared in three different languages *; it may 
therefore be proper to give ſome account of it in 
this Tr:&. In the ſpring of the year 1798, ſome 
ſets of Dr. Perkins's Tractors were carried from 
America to Copenhagen, together with a ſmall 
pamphlet, publiſhed by the D.ſcoverer, which con- 
tained the experiments and obſervations of {everal 
medical men of High character in the United States, 
This Tract accidentally fell into the hands of ryro- 
FESSORS HEKHOLDT and RAFN, two very eminent 
Surgeons of Copenhagen, who having, by reputation, 
a knowledge of the characters of ſeveral of the 
American phyſicians therein mentioned, conceived 
the ſubjet worthy of experimental inveſtigation, 
and, as an inducement to others to afliſt them on 
the occaſion, immediately had the American pam- 
phlet tranſlated into the Danith language. o 
this they added an addreſs to all the eminent PH ü- 
cians and Surgeons of Copenhagen, requeſting them 
to receive the Tractors, and like real promoters of 
ſcience, uninfluenced by prejudice or intereſt, to 
give them a fair trial, 

One unfortunate circumſtance, however, operated 
againſt the complete profecution of this laudable un- 
dertaking. This was a want of proper directions 
for uſing the Tractors, as well as for pointing out 
the kind of diſeaſes moſt ſubject to their influences 
It happened that the paper of directions they re- 
ceived was the ſame that Dr. Perkins publiſhed, 
when he fiſt announced the Diſcovery, which being 
then in its infancy, it could not be expected that ſo 
full and complete inſtructions could be given, as after 
the practice had met with a more extenſive and va- 
ried experiment. The unfavourable influence of 
oily ſubſtances on the diſeaſed part, the neceſſity of 


drawing the TraQtors to the extremities, and ſeveral 
* other 
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*+# Daniſh, German, and Engliſh. 
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other circumſtances ind i ſpenſahly neceſſary to inſure 
a ſucceſsful application, were at that time unknown; 
and ſo imperfect a knowledge had they of the diſ- 
eaſcs proper for the remedy, that they tried it al- 
moſt indifcriminately. Under ſuch embirrafling cir 
cumſtances it will not be a matter of ſurpriſe that 
they did not cure in every inſtance. They how- 
ever did perform cures, and witneſſed effects from the 
Tractots, which warranted them in concloding, that 
« be ar guet againſt Ain il Magne!i/m evou'ld not 
ably to PERKKISNISM : thut the Dijcovery Was of 11'te 
pen tance to the bealing art: and that it merited th; thorough 
at ntvm of is.“ 

The work publiſhed by Profeſſcrs Herboldt and 
Rafn in the Danith language, containing the experi- 
ments at Copenhagen, has not been received in this 
country, bat a tranſl.trn of it into German, exe- 
cates by PRCFESSOR Torr, Phyfician to I's Danith 
Majeſty, I obtained a copy of, from Germany ;—the 
ritle of whica is as follows: 


&« Van dem Perkinifmus odcr den Metallundela * 
des D. Perkins in Nord Ameri%a, neb/t Ameri- 
kaniſchen Leugnifjen, und Verſuchen Kipenhage- 
ner Aerzie. Herauſgegeben wen den Herren 
Drwvifiens Chirurgas Flerhuldt und Afjefjer Raf. 
Luſdem Danichen Ulerjetzt und mit Anmerkun- 
gen Begleitet wen D. Fehaun Clemens Tode, der 
Aræucyauiſſenſebaſt Ordeatlichem Prefefor und 
Kenigl:chei Hoſmedicus 


— bl 


* Met illnadein, or Metallic Needles. This term 
the Daniſh ptiyficians, I tuppoſe, gave them from 
their form, They ute it daring the whole courſe of 
their obſervations. In the tranſation I ſhall retain 
the Englich term Ata Trat. 

N43 TRAN- 
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TRANSLATION, 


« On Pertinijm , or the Metallic Trafors 
of Dr. Perkins of North America; with the 
American Ifimonies, and Experiments of Phy- 
ficians at Copenhagen, Pudbiifhed Ly M. Hers 
holdt, Surg £01 of Diviſion, and M Rafi, Ahefor. 
Tranſlated from the Daniſh into the German, 
and accompanied with Notes, by Dr. Jebn 
Clemens Tode, Preſeſſr of Medicine, and Reyal 
x, 02 —n With ene Plate. Copenhagen ; print- 
ed by Frederic Brammer 1798.” | 


As an entire tranflation of this book into . 
Engliſh language, by Mr. Kampfmuller, and evit- 
ed by the Wiiter, with his notes, pointing out the 
cauſes of their unſucceſsful caſes, is already before 
the Public, 1 ſhill only give here a general account of 
the Cafes, and the obſereations of the Daniſh Editors 
upon them. Previous to entering on the experi- 
ments, profeſſors HExuoLDT and Rarx addre!s the 
Public as follows : 

“ Having peruſed the American teſtimonies ro- 
ſpecting the efficacy of the Metallic Tractors, and 
having ſeen it confirmed by ſo great a number of 
characters worthy of credit, ſome of whom are 
known to us, as enlightened phyßcians, and ef gregt 
reputation, it was natural that this ſhould awaken in 
us a defire of trying the experiments. The impo— 
tency of medicine in moſt of the diſeaſes mentioned, 
and the reflection that PerkKINtsSM was neither 
troubleſorae, or a very coſtly remedy, and that it «id 

not 


* On the firſt mention of the term PERTIN ISN 
in the Daniſh pamphlet, M. RexnoLDT has this 
note, Ad mdin Gaiv wicums” vie That like Gar - 
VANISM, they derive the term from the name of 
the Diſcoverer. 
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not occaſion the leaſt inconvenience, but on the con- 
trary was faid to afford relief “ cite, tuto, et jucuude, 
were all motives to increaſe this deſire. This in- 
duced us to inform our practiſing plwficians of the 
contents of the pamphlet, to engage them to pro- 
cure the Tractors, and to try their efficacy. Here 
follows the reſult of the experiments, ſo far as they 
have been communicated to us, and made by our- 
elves." 

The firſt communication is from ProressoR 
ScHuMACHrR, ſenior Surgeon in Frederic's Hoſpi- 
tal, in which is detailed various trials with Dr. Per- 
K1ixs's Tractors, and ſeveral other metals, as Silver, 
Lead, Biſmuth, Zink, Braſs, I-:and Copper, on nine dif- 

. ferent ſubjects; one or two of theſe Caſes ſhall be 
gi ven. a 
Cast I.—fcute Pain in the Knees 


Tor TEGAaRD, aged 31, lying in the ſick room, 
letter I, had, on the 14th February, an acute pain in the 
right knee. All thefe ſevera metals, except the 
Tractors, were applied. On the apphcation of ſome 
of them he felt a burning pain to the toes, and after- 
wards relief. The points of ebony and ivory were 
tried; no ſuch heat was then perceived. During 
the application there ſeemed ſome mitigation of pain, 
dut it immediately returned“ The metals were uſed 
again, and afforded evident relief; and on being re- 
peated daily, until the preſent Sth of March, (23 
days) the diſeaſe is almoſt entirely gone. 


— 


__— 


* This caſe has been inaccurately ſtated by a very 
reſpectable literary Journal in this c antry, from an 
error in tranſlating; and though it was corrected 
among the errata in the number for the next month, 
it has ſeveral times been quoted. Inſtead of ſtating 
that the pain ſoon returned in the knee, and was af- 
terwards cured by the metals, it {aid “ the ivory 
points cured the Knee ; 

F 4 K 


PERKINS'S METALLIC TRNAcrons: 


CASH IH.imePterygium Infanmeatoriun. 


Srnzr,in let. E, aged 25, had on infamed fn on 
the 44 eye, with pans in the face, hut mote particu- 
larly in her had. The various metals before men- 
tioned were applied, from ſome of which ſhe ex- 
perienced benefit. On atrial of the points of ivory 
and ebony, the eve was for a moment. e:fer ; but 
ſoon it ſ<v-!/2d, which was. not obſerved on the ap- 
plication uf the metals “. 


Cas 


The oppoſers of the Tractors in America, at 
firſt atſerted, that their effects were aſcribable to the 
1magination; but on aſcertaining that infants and per- 
ſons in epileptic fits, where no imagination exiſted, 
were alike relieved, then it was faid they were owing 
to the n en irriti tin of the points of the inſtru- 
ments. Relief they urged could be given by uncon- 
ducting ſubſtances, as pointed ivory, &c. This mode 
of explanation proved equally erroneous z for, on 
enquiry, thefe patients were al-vays found to be 
weak-minded and credalons, and their complaints of 
a nature that could not afford ocular prof of an alter- 
ation, On trying ſuch pointed ſubſtances in acute 
inflammations, as in eryfipelas, buras, ſcalds, inflam- 
mations of the eyes, &c. it was found that the diſeaſe, 
inſtead of being diminithed, was increafed. As in 


the inflamed eye above, the patient might be induced 


to ſay it was for a moment eaſter, yet the parts ſoon 
ſwelled, and became worſe from their irritation. 
Thus the pains in the knee -Ifo, in Caſe I., is ſaid to 
have been mitieared, but it ſoon returned, and was af- 
terwards cured by the metals. The influence of fear 
is well known from the common occurrence of the 
ceſſation of pain in a tooth, when the terrific inſtr u- 
ment for extracting it is preſented to the view of the 
alarmed ſufferer, This, however, is only obſerved in 


3 cemplamts. 


a — 
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CASH III. Fain in the Side and Head. 


Leis PAULSEY, in let. S. S. aged 38, had a violent 
pain in the left de and the hack part of his head. 
He wis PfRKKINISsED with the Tractors only once, 
and th: pain ceaſed, though tome ſoreneſs remained 
a ſhurt time after wards. 


— — — 


The ſecond communication is from M. K HN ERGO, 
Surgeon of Reſerve in the Navy, and Candidate at 
Frederic's Hoſpital. He ſtates that a lady, Who was 
afllicted with a moſt 


Vil n: Rheumatic Pain 


in her hip, attended with great ſtiffneſs, received 
the operation of the Tractors, and was ſo much 
benefited “ that Be could tread upon the ground 
and even walk ſome ſteps, which ſhe had not been 
able to do for niue weeks before.” 

The third communication is from Mr. N. C. B. 
STEFFENS, Surgeon, and Candidate at Frederic's 
Hoſpital. He ares three caſes. The firſt relates 
a relief of a Sciatica, the ſecond a NEkvous 
Hrav-AcHt, and the third as follows: 


C43 E Nl. —1.: Head. Ache. 

« PRoFESSOR SCHUMACHER applied the Trac- 
tors upon my ſelf for a nerv»15 headache. 1 will there- 
fore, as well as I can, deſcribe to you my ſenſations 
during the operation, aud the effects I felt from it. 

The 


complaints unattended with acute external inflamma- 
tion; when, therefore. experiments are made to 
aſcertain this point, they ſhould not be tried on pains 
which may be frightened away, but in 1 cal inflanomafory 
d ſcaſes. 

F 46 
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The Profeſſor conducted the Tractors from the 
temple to the hinder part of the head; after ſome 
minutes, it ſeemed to me as if the pain ſpread over 
the whole head It centered afterwards in the fi ontal 
region; on applying the Tractors there, it changed 
into a heavy pain over both eyes, and in a quuter of | 
an hour it entirely left me.” 


"> ——o__ <—_ . OO 


EXPEIMEN TS wirn PrrxINISv, ox THE 


PHYSICIANS SIDE OF FREDERIC'S HOSPITAL. 


Theſe are eleven in number, and ſtated by F. L. 
Paxnc, M. DP profeſſor and firſt phyſician to the 
hoſpital, Among others are the following caſes: 


CASE I. Couty Affection. 

« Marra, aged 29, had for more than a year 
gouty paint, which were increaſed at night, and a 
preternatural excreſcence ſexoſtoſes] on both ſhins. 
After having applied, for four weeks, mercurials, 
| internally and externally, and at laſt the hanger cure, 
the pain confined itfelf ſolely to the exoſtoſes on the 
ſkins, where it was almoſt in{upportable. PErK1S- 
1s was tried, and during the operation the pain 
was conſiderably increaſed, but ceaſed almoſt en- 
tirely half an hour after. The experiment his been 
repeated four times with the ſame ſucceſs, and alſo 
a great abatement of the exoſtoſes.” 


——2 


Cas E II. Pains in the Hip. 


« Jos xen, aged 49, came into the hoſpital the 
roth of February, He had violent pains in the left hip, 
which” 


* « T am not acquainted with this uuNER KVR, 
but preſame it is ſome ſyſtem of ſtarvation in uſe in 
1 7 as it has been aſſerted formerly, that 
a ſtrict adherence to a plan of this kind would cure- 
the venereal diſeaſe.“ Tranfſlatar, N 
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which extended all over the exterior part of the leg 
and thigh, and were ſo iufupportable, that the pa- 
tient could not put his foot on the ground. They 
always increaſed at night; but the firſt cauſe of his 
illneſs he aſcribed to an etfort in lifting. 
« Without employing any other remedy the Trac- 
tors were tried. From the commencement of the 
experiments, the patient was eaſed; and with the 
conſtant daily uſe, the pain at laſt diſappeared en- 
tirely in the hip, and deſcended to the leg and foot, 
where, according to his declaration, it continues to 
diminiſh ſo far that he can very well walk about. 
The places in the hip and the thigh, which the Tracs- 
tors touched, turned quite white, and with this 


change of co:uur the pain went off, 


Expert rimente by MR. ORIG rern of Diviſion. 
CASE I. Rhcuma 1 Pains. 


An elderly lady bad, for about eight days, ſuf- 
fered much from - t , in both her ſhoulders. 
By my preſcription, Dr. Pra ixs's Metallic Tractors 
were applied to her by a gil, and the pain was ſo 
much leſſened, that ſhe has not fince required any 
medicine. 


REMARES ON THE THEGRY OF PREREINTZA H: 


Communicated 9 Surg-on HERHOLD T, byP. C. Anil. p- 
CAARDs M. D. Secretary to the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at C enhageny Profeſſor ＋ Natural Hiſtory, 
and firſt Lecturer in the Veterin: ary College. 


&« You wiſh for an account of my Experiments with 
DR. PerKiNs's Tractors. Thoſe which I have hi- 
therto had time and opportunity to make, are ſo few 
in number, and ſo little inſtructive, that they ſcarce 
deſerve to be noticed. I ſhall therefore firſt commu- 
nicate to you my thoughts on the phyſical impor- 

5 tance 


108 PERKINS'S METALLIC rR across: 


tance of this diſcovery, aud the reaſons which deter- 
mined me, on becoming acquainted with its merits, 
to conſider it as a ſubject deſerving a fair inveſtiga- 
tion; and not to be rejected, becauſe we cannot im- 
mediately ſee the connexion between the cauſe and 
effect in this operation. But not to be miſſed by too V. 
great zeal for every thing which may contribute to 4 
the improvement of human knowledge, and parti- | 
cularly to that which enables us tn alleviate the pain 
and diſeaſes of ſuffering humanity, we ought “ not 
yet to be too confident in our belief that Dr. Pex-, 
K INs's Tractor, conſidered as medical remedies, will 
acquire that great and important value ; or whether 
they will poſſeſs the merit of being much more than 
a palliative to diſeaſes. But even if we conſider this 
diſcovery merely in a philoſophical view, it deſerves 
the thorough attention of medical men, and particu- 
larly that of phy ſiologiſts. 

«& It is ſingular, that in phyſic many remedies are 
daily employed, the good effect of which is no other- 
wiſe warranted, than that they have not h1ndered the 
cure of the patient ; and though it is notorious, that 
in many diſeaſes the ſum of twenty or thirty rix-dol- 0 
lars is often expended for medicines, which altogetlier 0 
have not ſo much effect upon the human body as | 
one good dinner; and that though we ſcarce kao the 
true phyſical cauſe of the effect of one of the thou. 


- 
9 
2 — — QR- * 


ſand remedies which are employed, yet we are in ge- 
neral ſo unreaſonable as to uſe new medicines, ſolely 
becauſe 
* We cannot ſuppoſe that the Profeſſor, by 
this obſervation, meant to convey the idea, that in 
order to a proper inveſtigation of a new doctrine, 
one ſhould abſolutely be prejudiced againſt it ; but 
only, that ſome cautien is neceſſary, that we do 
not ſubſcribe to its merits before they are thoroughly 
proved. | 


4 
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becauſe they agree, either in reality or ima ginuion, 
in ſome meaſure with thoſe hitherto known “. 

As we are accuſtomed to employ roots, herbs, ſelts, 
&c. as remedies, nothing more is required to put all 
the phyſicians of Europe in motion, than that a new 
root, herb, or ſalt be recommended, as particularly 
efficacious in ſome diſeaſe ; and yet repeated experi- 
ence teaches, that very little would be loſt if all the 
new remedies of that kind which have come into uſe 
theſe laſt thirty years, had remained unknown. 
Theſe confiderations, howerer, carry me beyond 
what I propoſed at the preſent time; I ſhall there- 
fore ſtop, and communicate to vou, in a few words, 
my thoughts on the phyſical effect of Dr. PzerK1NS's 
TraQors on the animal body. 

Id is Known, that all bodies which evaporate 
become electriſied, generally negatively, but ſome- 
tines poſitively; and that the vapour is in the firſt 
caſe poſitively, and in the laſt negatively ele@rified ; 
conſequently it muſt be the ſame with the animal 
body, where the exhalation is conſtant, though, for 
welt known reaſons; it cannot be obſerved, but by 
artificial and very nice experiments. Hence it ſol- 
loves, that if a perſon hok's the point of a Metallic 
Tractor againſt the ſurface of the body of another 

per ſon, 

* It is a very common thing for ſome medical 
men, to affect not to employ any remedies in their 
practice, unleſs they underſtand their u eperand: z 
when at the ſame time, as Profeſſor A#1LDG aaknD 
juſtly obſerves, the manner of the action of a great 
proportion of medicines in daily uſe is totally un- 
known. As ſatisfactory an explanation can be given 
of the phyſical operation of the Tractors in removing 
pains, as of mercury in curing the ſyphilis, of opium in 
procuring fleep, &c.; and yet many will reject the 
former, even in oppoſition to facts, becauſe they cans 
not comprehend the tory of their action! 
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perſon, and they are both at that moment either ne- 
gatively or poſitively electriſied, no effect is produo- 
ed; but if they have eleQricities oppoſite to one an- 
other, then the electricities will be-cither removed 
or diminiſhed in both, and thereforc 1a both an alter- 
ation will happen. 

„Now ſuppoſe, for example, that a perſons who 
has the gout in a part of his body, through a want 
of perſpiration in that part, it becomes poſitively 
electrified, while in the mean time the other per- 
ſpiring parts of the body are negatively electrified; 
it follows, that this diſeaſed part would have its 
equilibrium of electricity reſtored, by means of tlie 
diſtribution of the negative electricity in the body 
to the poſitive, which is the part diſeated : or, ſup- 
poſing the negative electricity of the body had fo, 
much intenſity that it could communicate its over- 
plus to the diſeaſed part, the gout would probably be 
removed. Suppoſing, again, that a perſon in health, 
who is negatively electrified, holds the point of a 
Tractor towards this diſeaſed part, which was juſt 
faid to have its equilibrium of electricity reſtored, 
yet, without touching it, he will by this excite po- 
ſitive electricity in the diſeaſed part; but if he 
touches the part with the Tractor, he will commu- 
nicate to it his own negative electricity, and thus in 
both caſes excite electricity in the part diteaſed, 
This is, in brief, my opinion of the matter. 

«* Againſt this explanation, of the cauſe of the 
effects of Dr. PERKINSs's Tractors, may be objected, 
that as the animal body is a conductor, it could not 
become electrical unleſs it was inſulated: but againſt 
this objection I ſhall only alledge three phenomena, 
which are partly known, and partly very eaſy to 
try, and which invalidate entirely this objection. 
One is, that in water itſelf, which is an excellent 
conductor, electrical fiſh can produce very ftrong 
electrical ſhocks, The ſecond is, that in the Gal» 
vanic 


— 
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vanic experiments, where two pieces of metals are 
put upon a naked muſcle, no effect is produced un- 
til theſe two pieces of metal either touch one an- 
other immediately, or are brought into conjunction 
with a fourth conductor, Here the animal body is 
not a ſufficient conductor. The third inftance is, 
where a piece of zink is put upon the ſurface of the 
tongue, and a picce of go'd or ſilver on the other, 
and brought either immediately into contact with 
one another, or through the medium of a third me- 
tal, the ſtrong electrical taſte, as known, is per- 
ceived on the tongue ; but, on the contrary, if the 
finger be uſed as a conductor between the two me- 
tals, the eleQtical taſte is not perceived, even if the 
finger be wet. 

4 [ have beſides made another experiment, which 
deſerves to be remarked, and which proves, that 
Dr. PexK1Ns's Tractors, even in conſequence of their 


form, act differently from metals of any other ſhape. 


If in the known experiment to excite a flaſh in the 
eye, by putting a plus of zink between the cheek 
and teeth, on one fide of the mouth, and a filver or 
gold yu on the other, and bringing them into im- 
mediate contact, you make uſe of zink of the ſhape of 
Tracer on one ſide, and one of gold or filver on 
the other, inſtead of the plates, and bring thera into 
contact, no flaſh is produced. It is a'ſo the fame 
when you bring two plates into contact with one 
another, by means of the Metallic Tractors.— If, on 
the contrary, you. employ for the experiment a p/ate 
of zink on one fide of the mouth, and a gold, ſilver, 
or iron, of the ſhape of a Tractor, on the other, and 
bring them into contact, only a very ſlight flaſh i; 
perceived. 

It is evident how much knowledge we ſtill require 
to be able to determine, what in each given caſe can 
and muſt happen in regard to the change of electri- 
city in the human body. Too little attention has 

hitherto 
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hitherto been paid to the important part which elee- 
tricty acts in the animal economy. It is undoubt- 
edly poſſible to obtain, by ſuit ble experiments, more 
light on this intereſting ſubject; but for this purpoſe 
another SANTORINUS is neceſſary. Among many 
other tluugs, one would, without doubt, allo learn, 
that our beds have an effect upon the body, which 
is not indifferent, and which has not bitherto been 
duly conſidered. They have an influence on the 
functions of the body, not only in fo far as they keep 
it more or leſs warm, but even in regard to electricity. 
He who ſleeps or reſts on a f2ather bed, or hair- 
mattreſs, is in an infulated ſtate, if the bed and li- 
nen are perfettly dry: the contrary takes place if 
they are damp. 

& Here follow my Experiments with Dr. PE R- 
K1NsS's Tractors. 

I. If the point of theſe Tractors is held towards 
the tongue of different perſons, yet without touching 
it, they generally declare they feel a partly tour aud 
partly metallic taſte, 

II. Ia paſſing the point of the TraQors over the 
face of different perſons, without touclung them, 
ſome feel a kind of crawling, others a prickling ſen- 
ſation, and ſome are not acted upon at all. 

III. Idirectei the po.nt of the Tractors towards dif- 
ferent parts of the face of a lady of a very irri able 
habit, whoſe eyes were blinded, and ſhe could always 
tell me near which part of the face the 'Iratior was. 
Two others, of leſs ſenſibility, on whom I made the 
ſame experiment, did not ſo dittinctly perceive this 
effect. 

IV. I am ſubject to a pain in the knees, after ſitting 
ſtill for a long time. I have three times removed this 
pain, firſt from one, and then from the other knee, 
by fticking Dr. Panxkixs's Tractors through the 
breeches, one on each ſide of the Knee, ſo that the 
points touched the ſkin, 
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V. A married lady, aged 29, who had been the 
whole winter ſubjeR to rheumatic pain; in the heal, 
and tried different remedies without ſucceſs, heg- 
ged me to try the icht as ſhe called tem, I held 
the iron coloured Tractor, without touching her, 
towards the temples, where ſe then felt the 
pain, and after ſome minutes ſhe ziſured me, with 
great joy, that it wis gone; yet a quuter of an 
hour after ſhe felt it in the eve of the fame (1.12, 
I moved the point of the Tractor [ der Audet * onljs 
for a minute over the eye, when that was alſo gone. 
Later in the evening ſhe complained however again 
of ſome pain in the temples, but in a much leis de- 
gree.—The next day ſhe {till felt ſome remwns of it. 
and wanted to try again the effect of the Tractors, 
They were now drawn over in contact with the part, 
and it ceaſed. - Four days have fince pailed, aud dhe 
has Leen moſtly free from pain, and oaly had ſeaſa- 

dions 


. 


_ J 
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* The Monthly Review, with the ſume diſpoſition 
it diſplay ed in miſrepreſenting the caſes ia m furmer 
treatiſe on „Je Ir Hluence of Metallic Tru v; Ho- 
ticed in the “ Preliminary Obſervations,” has, in a 
late critique on this Daniſh publication, taken the li- 
| berty to tranſlate this a © nil,” The word rege!, à 
1 na'l, it is true is uſed above; but it was ſo evident to 

' 
{ 
| 
4 
: 


b 
. 


the tranſlator of this work to be an error af the preſs 
that he tra ſlatedq it the © jiron-colored Tractor,“ for 
in this place, peak ng of the repetition of the ppli- 
cation, the words © der Nudel, the needle, or Trag- 
tor is expreſily ed. - The critic will undoubtedly 
claim his right to entertain what opinion he pleaſes, 
on the firſt mention of the term; but, to tranſlate 
der Nude] (the word which, through the whole hook, 
is uſed to ſignify Trafor } a nail, is a liberty which 
Was not expected, even from the Monthly Review. 4 


6 
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tions of it in a much fligiter degree than for. 
merly , 


Mx. Cu REER GOD LO Rarn, Surgeon and r 


General in the Commer ial and OE conomical Ho. ge. 


Cas rt. Rhrummt iſin. 

c Among the various experiments I have made 
with PtxK1xN15M, ons on my own perſon is moſt 
fatisfaftory.—A fter having been three daystormented 
witha rneumatic pain in my back, which daily in- 
creaſed in violence, I determined to try the effects of 
Dr. Pers rxs's Metallic Tractors. The applica- 
tion was made iu a room of the temperature of be- 
tween ten and tete degrees of Reaumur, and at a 
time when my pain was very violent. After having 
operated with them for five or ſix minutes, partly 
with each of the Tractors alternately, am part ly 
with both at once, the pain diſappeared entircly, and 
I have not felt any fince, 

« This rheumatic pain produced a ſenſation like 
a contraction in the cellular membrane. I could 


— 


— — — 


* Elegricity and Galeaniſm are now juſt enough 
involved in myſtery to afford an inzenious theoriſt an 
ample field for expatiating on the principle of this 
metallic operation. The opinion of this l-arned pro- 
feſſor, ſo well known in the philoſophic world for 
his diſcoveries in Electricity, will by many be highly 
regarded For my own part, however, I muſt ob- 
ferve,that as theories on almoſt every operation in na- 
ture, and efpecially on medical ſubjeRs, are generally 
as various as the ingenious individuals who give them, 
I ſhall confine myſelf to what I conceive of more im- 
portance, viz. FACTS; articles more ſubſtantial in 
their nature, and uſeful in their tendency. While 
facts remain, it is hoped th t ſame few may be found, 
who allow the metallic practice to poſſeſs a little me- 
rit, if the principle of its operation is not thoroughly 
developed. | 5 
obſervs 
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obſerve at each ſtroke of the Tractors a kind of re- 
laxation and yielding in the places where they touch- 
ed, I did not perceive the uſual burning, but only 
a titillation from their irritation. The ſkin, hon 
Ever, grew red, aud much warmer thin the other 
parts of my body, yet withont ſweat, 1 neglected 
to obſerve the degree of heat by the thermometer. 

© Three wecks after I repeated the ſame opera- 
tion for as long a time, and on the ſame pl. ce, u lich 
was quite well, and free from pain. The kin net- 
ther grew red, or warmer, nor did I feel that relax. 
ation in the cellul: ir membrane, which I obferved on 
the firſt trial. The pain alſo, in the former experi- 
ment, became evidently greater in the place where 
each ttroke of the Tractor terminated, but in this 

caſe nothing of that kind was obſerved. Other per- 
ſons, on whom I have applicd the Tractors, have bad 
the Lune ſenſation. 


ExXPERIMENTS oF PROFESSOR HERRAOLDT. 


© From the trials I have made, I find PErxx18x15M, 
like ail other remedies, is indeterminate and relative 
in its etfects. The practical phy ſician, in the preſent 
ſtate of our experience, cannot with certainty predict 
the event of every application. A circumſtance fa- 
Vourable to P:RKiNISM is, that if it is not attended 
with ſucceſs, it appears to be incapable of doing harm. 
I ſhall quote, of many, only a few experiments. 


& A girl, about 19 years of age, had for ſome days a 


Fixed Gouty /f-E&ion in the Hand and Fingers. 


I applied the Tractors. In a quarter of an hour the 
pain and inflammation were gone, and the fingers 
as pliat:le as her other hand, She fat immediately 
down to ſewing, and, to the aſtoniſhment of many 
perfons, has been able from that time, which is now 

fave weeks ſince, to uſe her hand as well as ever.“ 
CASE 
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Cas - ain and Stiffnel, in the Neck. 


« A man 45 years of age, on the 45h of March, in 


the night, was ſe'zzd with a fixed pain in the nape 
of the neck, which wovld not permit him to move 
the head, In the morning his wife applied Dr. Pe x- 
K ixs's Tra Kors, and in half an hour he was per- 
fectly cured.“ 

Cas r Strargury. 


« Another min, 20 years of age, had a po rhben,. 


the diſcharge from which was checkod by bad treat- 
ment, and he ſuffered rom a flranzury. I adviſed 
him to draw the Tractors lightly on the ſkin along 
the uretha. During the application the matter flow- 
ed freely, and in a quarter of an hour the pain vers 
mich diminiſhed. He was afterwards cured of the 
gonorrhea by the uſual remeches.” — 


If PerxIxIEM has no influence in venereal dif- 
eaſes; and if, on the contrary, it appears, by various 
experiments, that it mitigates the ſymptoms of a 
common gonorrhea, this might perhaps be another 
proof againſt the identity of thofe two puiluns. |—- 


« Beſides theſe experiments, to which I have myſt! 
b2en witneſs, I am authorized to Nate, that Dr. J. 
BAN, Phyſician at Soroe, with two hundred Rrokes 
of the TraQors, bas cured, to the joy aid aſtonich- 
ment of many, a gentleman of rank. who was af- 


»»Y 


flicted with a vialent gouty pan in bis Lip.” '— 


To theſe ſucceed ſome experiments in the com- 
mon hoſpital at Copenhagen, reported by M. Ie 
oss ox, Surgeon of the hoſpital: among which is 
the following 
| Cast of Teile. 

© BarBARa, aged 24, had an epilptic ft ſome years 
ſince, on ſeeing a great fire, with which however 
ſhe had not been attacked again until the 2h of 

; NMarch,. 
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March, when, in conſequence of another fire, which 
ſhe ſaw through a window, ſhe was ſeized a ſecond 
time. Since this ſhe has hid feveral convulſtve fits 
in the hoſpital, and which indeed always came on 
whenever the jaw another patent in convulſions. 

& March zoth. 10 complained Of a 1 lent uu 
on on: fide / TA the | L'E 4065 and allo « P. 19 in the | ft ar ni iS, 
The Tr. kors were applied dowa along her cheek. 
During the operation ſhe felt a moving of the pain 
after the Tractors, and it became leſs violent. In 
the afternoon the pain had conſiderably increaſed, 
and lifted till midnight, accompanicd with a per- 
ſpiration. The zin, the Tractors were applied from 
the wrmpit down as tar as the fore arm, becauſe the 
complained of a very vigleut pun iu that part. She 
immediately found relief there allo, Towards even- 
ing again the pains increaſed ®, and were attended 
with a numbnets in the thumb, and profuſe ſweat. 
ing, after which, however, ſhe was eaſier. The 
next day, It ot April, PERXINS ISI was repeated. 
The relief then given was permanent, for fince that 
time { fourteen days] ſhe has not complained of the 
euſt pain.“ 


6 — — 
——ů 


Here an egregious error was committed, by not 
repeating the ule of the Tractors at evening, when 
thoſe ſevere pains came on. Although ſhe was per- 
| fetly cured after three days application, ſhe would 
3 not have had occaſion to uſe the Tractors, even the 
ſecond day, had they been faithfully applied on the 
| firſt evening, and extended along the arms to the 
ends of the fingers, and eſpecially to that thumb in 
which they had cauſed a numbneſe. 
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OBSERVATIONS OF THE DANISH EDITORS) 
PROFESSORS HERHOLDT AND RAPFN, 
On Per kiniſm, 

Reſultins fi om the foregoing Experiments, 

«© Theſe are the moſt important experiments 
which, to cur knowledge, have been made in Co- 
penhagen, and the opinions of our firſt philoſophers 
on this remedy, The general attention which it at- 
tracted, not only of phyſicians, but other characters 
alſo converſant in natural hiſtory, and the deſire we 
obſerved in both to obtain a knowledge of the effects 
the Tractors had produced in America, prompted 
us to publiſh immediately what we Knew of the 
fubject; otherwiſe we ſhould have waited patiently 
for the time when a greater number of experiments, 
and a more thorough inveſtigation, could have 
brought the ſubje& to ſtill greater maturity. 

er Through this early publication, we gain ſo much 
at leaſt, that medical men will be better inſtructed 
in the manner of uſing the Tractors; and obtain a 
hint in what diſeaſes PERKINISMu, either in America 
cr Denmark, has been moſt efficacious; and from 
theſe ſtatements they will be enabled to judge with 
more correctneſs of the real merits of this remedy. 
On the whole, PzrK1NnTsM derives an advantage | 
from this, that our experiments have not been made ＋ 
with a view of confirming any favourite theory, or * 
of ſupporting an invented hypotheſis. : 

« We do not find it poſſible to apply with any 
zuſtice againſt PERRKIN ISM, the arguments and 
doubts which have been raifed againſt ANIMAL. 
MaocxET15SM; for inſtance, thoſe in M. Davrp- 
$oN*'s letter to M. Bres TER, the Librarian at Ber- 
lin, againſt the recent experiments of Dr. PEzzo LD, 
contained in RE1L's Archives of Phyſiology. It 
the experiments at Copenhagen have not all had 


that complete ſuceeſs which attended thoſe in Ame- 
TIca, 
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rica, they have havever demonſtrated do our ſatisfaftion, 


that there is a great deal of reality at bottom, and that 


PERK1NISM i of importance to the Phyſician; and, as 
ABZ1LDGAARD bas juſtly obſerved, * merits particu- 
lar ly the thorough attention of the Phyſiologift.” 

The Editors next make ſome defuitory obſerva- 
tions on the theory of this metallic operation, which 
they think, all will agree, mult be explained on the 
principles, either of mechanical j{imulus, electricity, 
gulyani/my or imwwination; but that from the infant 
ate of the practice, the mods cporand: is not yet 
completely developed. 

They however remark, that © the obſervations 
which Profeſſor AB1LDGaarD has communicated, 
induce us to find the theory, which with his uſual 
ſagacity he has given, extremely probable. The 
eſtects which he produced,” ſay they, © cannot be 
aſcribed to a mechanical irritation, as the Tractors 
did not come into contact with the fitin. That a 
mechanical impreſim on the nerves might be at- 
tended with ſome effects, under certain particular 
circumſtances, appears poſſible; but the Profeſſor's 
experiments, and others, prove that PERKKIN ISN 
does not act merely by its irritation,” 


— Wh 


— * 


PART IV. 


EXPERIMENTS ON ANIMALS. 


Tur ſalutary effects of the Tractors on the hu- 
man ſubject, muſt naturally ſuggeſt, to reflecting 
minds, the probability of their being alſo uſeful in 
many diſeaſes of the Brute Creation. 

In America, where this Practrce originated, the 
experiments on animals were not fo numerous as 
perhaps might be expected, conſidering the high re- 
; * putation 
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patation which it has acquired. Dr. PtrxIxs, from 
the time he firſt announced the ditcovery, was 
conſtantly employed in the Practice on the human 
ſubject; and, excepting in a few accidental caſes, he 
had no le:fure or opportunity to give experiments on 
animals the attention tiv'y merited. The ferv trials, 
however, that were made on that fide of the Atlantic, 
in ſome topical complaints of Horfes, attended with 
pain and inflammation, were in moſt inſtances com- 
pletely ſucceſoful. SyR ANS and Cox rustoxs were 
-cured in a reiv ſhort time by the Metallic Practice, 
The ſmall, but very pamful tumours, winch often 
ariſe under the ſaddle, vulgarly called sap 
BOILS, were alſo very readily removed by this ap- 
plication. One caſe of 


A Sprain in the Poſlerns 


which came under my own obſervation in America, 
is too Importznt to be omitted. An Hor ſe, by ſome 
accident in the ſtall, received a ſevere fprain in the 
paſtern joint, which rendered him extremely lame. 
From the 1ntenſe heat of the hoof on that foot, and 
the peculiar actions of the animal, he was ſuppoſed” 
to be in great pain. 

I began by drawing the TraQors from about five 
inches above the paſtern, and conducting them down 
to the ho6f, taking care to bear on the points of the 
Tractors fuſliciently to keep them continually in 

contact with the ſkin, In a few minutes the hot 
hoof was reduced to aboat the ſame temperature as 
the other. From being ſcarcely able to put his foot 
to the ground, he became ſo much better, from the 
uſe of the Tractors, that in about twelve minutes a 
gentleman mounted him and rode him away, ſcarcely 
perceiving his lameneſs. 


The numerous avocations neceſſarily attached to 
my other practice, ſince my reſidence in this coun- 
try, have totally AR the poſſibility of doing 
- juſtice 


) 
5 
: 


CASES ON ANIMALS. 121 


juſtice to any experiments on animals, and in con- 
ſequence I have not attempted them; for the ſame 
reaſon I have not been able perſonaily to comply 
with an invitation from the ingenious Mr, Moo + 
cRoFT, Surgeon of the Veterinary Hoſpital, to uſe 
the Tractors in that place, though very contrary to 
my wiſhes, A few other gentlemen, however, 
more at leiſure, have tried the Tractors in ſeveral 
eaſes. Theſe experiments they were the more rea- 
dily induced to make, from a wiſh to aſcertain the 
validity of a hacknied argument, which the enemies 
to the Metallic Practice, with more zeal than diſ- 
cretion, have urged againſt it, viz. that many of the 
cures aſcribed to the influence of the Tractors could 
be effected by the imagination. The relieving of a 
horſe, it ſhould ſeem, would be concluſive on this 
head; unleſs theſe ingenious ſceptics can alſo prove, 
that that quadruped poſſeſſes, in common with mane 
kind, an equal brilliancy of imagination ; that his 
intellectual endowments are not inferior to our own ; 
and that the anima rationalis, hitherto conſidered as 
one of the diſtinguiſhing attributes of man, is alſo 
equally apparent in the brute. 

Some of the following pages ſhall be appropriated 
to ſuch experiments as have been communicated. 


In Surgeon LAN GWA Tary's Traft, which we 
have already had occaſion to notice, we have ſome 
obſervations on this ſubject, and an account of one 
experiment at Bath, which he introduces as follows: 

« From the morbid affections to which man is by 
nature liable, the tranſition is natural, in the eyes of 
the philoſopher, to ſuch animals as contribute tothe 
uſe and comfort of ſociety, No one can doubt of 
the excellence, in this reſpeR, of that noble animal 
the Horſe. If a more rational and methodical treat- 
ment of this quadruped has engaged the attention of - 


the firſt characters of the nation, who bave lately 
G patroniſed 
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patroniſed an hoſpital eKabliſhmeng at Somers Town, 
near London, is it not natural, by fair induction, 10 
endeavour to aſcertain how far this animal can be 
affected by our Metallic Powers. The following 
inſtance will probably appear to deſerve the atten- 
tion of many. 
A nos of N. A. Vicors, Eſq. of St. James's 
Square, Bath, in landing from one of the Holy head 
packets, ſome months fince, received from the 
Pulley - ropes 

An Injury in his Gambril, 
which produced a great degree of ſwelling, extend- 
ing from that part down to the paſtern, and up to 
his belly. This ſwelling took place, notwithſtand- 
ing he was put under the care of tkilful far riers in 
Bath, who applied various ointments without any 
effeft. At length Mr. Vrcoks purchaſed a fet of 
the Tractors, and immediately applied them in the 
preſence of many ſpectators, who, in a few mi- 
nutes, expreſſed their ſurpriſe on ſeeing the ſwelling 
abate, The Tractors were uſed five times only, 
when the fweiling was entirely removed. He has 
continued well ever face, and has performed his. 
regular hunting. It is now ſix weeks ſince the 
Tractors were firſt applied.” | 

— —— 

The following ſtatement, which the Author has 
received from a character of great reſpectability, will. 
be very ſatis factory to thoſe who have the honour 
of His acquaintance. 

JOHN DICKENSON, ESQ. OF LEIGHTON-HOUSE, 


AU THOR, 
Caspm—Severe — 


LEIORHToN-BUZZZARD, BEDFORDSHIRE, TO TUR 
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hair was rubbed off, her hocks were much ſwoln, 
and ſhe was very ſtiff and lame. It was concluded, 
that in rubbing her head with her hind-foot, one of 
the reins had been caught, ſo as to draw her legs 
together; that from the natural exertions of the 
animal to liberate herſelf, the rein, which was new 
and ſtrong, broke, and that in conſequence ſhe fell 
with great violence againſt the pillar of the ſtall, 
by which the hocks, and the muſcles on one fide 
leading to the back (which perhaps I do not deſcribe 
ſcientifically), were ſeverely: bruiſed. I applied 
ſpirits of wine and Goulard, equal parts, without 
any apparent effect. In three days there appeared 
two large ſwellings, one above the hip-bone near 
the tail, and the other npon the rump, each as large 
as my two hands, and ſo hard as not to yield to 
preſſure. I applied the ſame mixture again, and hot 
fomentations, without any effect. The next day 
another ſwelling, equal in ſize to thoſe before men- 
tioned, aroſe on the ſtifle, which was alſo much in- 
Hamed and ſwolu. The mare ſeemed to have ſo 
conſiderable a degree of fever, and heaved fo vio- 
lently in the flanks, that it was ſuppoſed ſhe would 
die. We then Tried bleeding, from which ſhe was 
ſomewhat relieved, but we could not obſerve that; 
| — ſwellings were at all abated on the following 
7. 
« Having witneſſed the good effects of the Trac- 
tors on the human body, in caſes of inflammation, I 
determined to try them on this animal. They were 
accordingly applied to the diſeaſed parts, and drawn 
to the extremities; in the courſe of twenty - four 


hours we obſerved a very great reduction of the 


ſwellings. On the ſecond day I attended the ope- 
rations myſelf twenty minutes, during which time I 
could-perceive the ſwellings fabſide, and the parts be- 


came cooler. My groom, as may naturally be ſup- 


poſed, had but little faith in the efficacy of two 
{mall pieces of pointed metals, nevertheleſs he ex- 
N G2 preſſed 
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preſſed his ſurprize and conviction of the cure that 
was gradually performing by the TraQtors. After 
continuing their uſe three times a day, for four days, 
the ſwellings were entirely reduced, and in the place 
where the largeſt was, above the hip-bone, there 
appeared a loſs of fleſh nearly equal to the former 
extenſion, In a fortn:ght this began to fill up, and 
in three weeks after the accident happened, the 
mare performed a journey of one hundred-and-fifty 
miles in four days, and has been perfectly well ever 
fince. It may be proper to obſerve, that from the 
time the Tractors were firſt uſed, all other remedies 
were laid aſide. 
(Signed) © Joh D1ICKENSON.” 
40 Leighton- Houſe, 18th Nov. 1798.” 


Since the date of the above report, Mr. Dicx- 
®x80N has informed me of two other cures per- 
formed by the Tractors on his horſes; but not hav- 
ing received from him a written account of theſe 
caſes, the reader muſt be contented with the brief 


mention which is made of them in the following 
communication. 


Mr. Joux GRAN, whoſe experiments on the 
human body the reader has already noticed, [| ſee 
page 29.] has alſo made ſeveral trials on animals, 
the reſult of which he obligingly communicated. 
The experiments of this gentleman having been 
made with much judgment and accuracy of obſer- 
vation, his reports are rendered particularly —_— 
ing. The following is an — of a letter, dated 


« Leighton Buzzard, 4th Month 20th, 1799. 
« Reſpected Friend, 

« In a former letter, I intimated my intention of 
communicating to thee, the reſult of ſore experi- 
ments on animals, which have fallen under my own 
obſervation. I have now an additional inducement 
vor executing my promiſe, from a conviction arifing 
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from the beſt of evidence, that, on a proper trial, 
this Metallic Practice will be found of extenſive 
utility to dealers and thoſe who have an intereſt in 


cattle, My firſt trial among my own Horſes was 
for 


An A fection in the Eyes, 


in a three years old colt. The near eye appeared to 


be failing very rapidly; indeed I apprehended it had 


already advanced to that ſtate from which it could 
never be reclaimed, I drew the TraQors along ou 
the edge of the eye-lids, down the cheek, for twenty 
minutes. The effect aſtoniſhed me. The inflam- 
mation abated. A film, which covered nearly the 
whole eye, was in the courſe of a few days re- 
moved, and the eye became clear. Not long after 
this the other eye failed. The Tractors were ap- 
plied as before, and with the ſawe ſucceſs. There 
is a natural defe& in the eves of this animal, which 
no remedy will remove, and which may eventually 
terminate in blindneſs. It is now three months 
ſince theſe applications were made, and the eye yet 
remains good. The effect produced in this caſe is 
certainly worthy of notice. If the uſe of fo im- 
portant an organ as the eye of a valuable animal, 
can be prulonge\ for only one year, by ſo eaſy a re- 
medy, it is ſurely worth our trial,” 


A Wound in the Eye from a Blow. 


One of my Waggon Horſes had a ſtroke in the 
eye with the laſh of a waggon whip. 1 at firſt 
apprehended the eye was loſt. This however ap- 
pearing not to be the fact, we drew the Tractors 
around it, as in the former caſe; and with only two 
operations the horſe was cured.” 


« A gentleman of this town had the Tractors 


tried on one of his Horſes, which was very lame 
from a 


G 3 Sprain 


126 PERKINS'S METALLIC TRACTORS 


Sprain in the back Sinews, 


After ufing them three or four times, and devoting 
about thirty minutes to each operation, a perfect 
cure was effected,” 

A pundtured Tendon, 


Another Horſe, belonging to the ſame perſon, 
Teceived a wound in a tendon, from a thorn running 


and lameneſs. This was alfo cured by the applica- 
tion of the Tractors,” 


« T have witneſſed the good effects of the Metal- 
lic Practice in ſeveral other caſes, where partial in- 
flammations had fallen on various parts of the body 
of Horſes, particularly the legs, thighs, &c. occa- 
fioned either by improper feeding or want of exer- 
ciſe, and termed by riers, “ humowrs.” I have 
feen inflammations abated, and tumours reduced fo. 
e ffectually in thefe caſes, by drawing the Tractors 
over the inflamed and ſwelled parts, as to ſuperſede 
the neceſſity of fomentations, embrocations,, &c.. 
Ec. the uſual remedies on ſnch occaſions. Should 
the horſe be of a full habit, I would not omit 
bleeding, I have further noticed their good effects, 
when applied near the ſides of wounds. The fout 
appearances I have obſerved to become changed, 
and a diſpoſition to hea! facilitated. I could relate 
a variety of theſe caſes from my own minutes, and 
corroborate them with fimilar ones obſerved by my 
friends and acquaintances. 

« My principal object in furniſhing thee with theſe 
particulars is, that a remedy fo innocent in its ope- 
ration, ſo convenient, and which my experiments 
authorize me to ſay, ſo efficacious, might be more 


the trials and judge for themſelves. So fully am 1 
convinced, from what 1 have witiiefſed, of the pre- 
ference they claim, as a remedy for recent ſprains, 
wo | con- 


into it, which occaſioned much inflammation, pain, 


generally known, and that others might only make 
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contufions, in flammat ions, &c. to the means which 
are uſually employed in thoſe caſes, that 1 have no 
hefitation in recommending them, firmly believing 


they will be found to anſwer our moſt ſanguine ex- 


peRations, provided they are applied with judgment 
and prrſ.verance, The ſimplicity ot the application 
has often induced me to place them in the hands of 
a ruſtic lad, who, I have fuund, can uſe them as 
advantageouſly as my ſelf. 

« am ſorry li cannot inform thee that equal ſuc- 
ceſs has attended my experiments on ſome other 
animals, on which 1 have tried them. For ſeveral 
difeates of SES I have applied them without any 
effect. In the complaint tei med by the ſhepherds 
the joint vi, | have never been able to obſerve the 
leaſt advantage from the uſe ot the Tractors. In 
two or three caſes, however, of inflammation of 
the udder, we have obſerved a diminution of the 
inflammation from their uſs. The inefficacy of the 
EracRtors upon theep, was at firſt a matter of much 
firprize with me. It ſeemed very extraordinary, 
that a remedy, whoſe effects in the diſeaſes of the 
human ſpecits and the horſe are Capable of being 
made ſo extremely evident, ſhould not alto have the 
ſame influence in the d:feaſcs of theep, more eſpe- 
cially as it is found in the Galvanic experiments, that 
all animals are ſubject to the influence of metals, 
when applied to their denuded nerves and muſcles. 
But after refleting much on this ſubject, the cauſe 
of this difference has at length occurred to me» 
Provident nature has very bountitully ſupplied the 
body of the ſheep with an wiatecxs and oly fluid, 
doubtleſs to promote che rapid growth of the wool, 
and defend it from the wet. This animal, juſtly 


eſteemed one of the molt valuable in the world, is 


yearly robbed of its wool; and as the ſecond growth 
of this covering is ſupported by the oily matter, a 
greater quantity becomes neceſfary for that purpoſe, 
Now we find from experience, that all unctuous 
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bodies reſiſt the Metallic Ir:fluence. Even pomatum 


applied to the hair, it is well aſcertained, prevents 
the Tractors from relieving pains in that part of the 
head over which the pomat um is uſed; we therefore 
can eaſily conceive that the body of the ſheep, which 
is conſtantly clothed with this oily matter, cannot 
be acted upon by them. In the inflammation 
of the udder of a ſheep, where this fluid is not 
10 abundant, the Metallic Practice, we find, was 
thought to be of uſe, by abating the inflammation z 
and this I apprehend would have taken place more 
effeftually, had the udder been previouſly waſhed 
with warm water and wiped clean, a practice which 
1 would recommend previovs to all operations with 
the Tractors. In many caſes I have found the per- 
ſpirable matter iſſuing from bodies prevent any effect 
from the Metallic application, and on removing that 
obſtacle, relief would be immediately obtained. 

« How far theſe facts coincide with thoſe which 
have been noticed by other perſons, who have given 
the Tractors an extenſive trial, thou wilt be beſt 
enabled to judge. As my remarks are the reſult of 
conſiderable experience, and pretty attentive obſer - 
vation, I have no objection to their being made 
public, if thou thinkeſt they may be of uſe, by in- 
ducing others to make ſimilar trials, and thereby en- 
able them to judge for themſelves. With my beſt 
wiſhes for a continuance of thy ſucceſs, in alleviat- 
ing the ſufferings of bumanity, I remain thy aſſured 
friend, Jon x GRAN T.“ 


Previous to the receipt of Mr. GRAN T's commu- 
nication of his experiment on Animals, it was my in- 
tention to have made particular mention of the inef- 
ficacy of the Tractors on Sa REH, and to have aſſigned 
the ſame reaſons which Mr. G. has adduced ; but his 


obſeryations totally preclude the neceſſity of enlarg- 


ing further on that ſubjeR at preſent ; it may how- 
ever be proper merely to ada, that other ingenious 
| and 
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and obſerving perſons, who have tried the TraQors 
on Sheep, have repreſented that their ſucceſs has not 


\ been ſo great on that animal as on Horſes, whoſe bo- 
x © dies are dryer, and leſs liable to be covered with unce 
tuous matter, | 


Ma. Tromas Krewy oF WARWICK-STREET 
Loxpox, having alſo made trial of the Tractors on bis 
1 Hor ſer, has obligingly favour ed me with the reſults, as 


follows jo 
| « London, 7th Mo. 24th, 99. 
« Eſteemed Friend, 
& I can have have no objeQion to thy publiſhing 
| my experiments with the 'TraGtors on Horſes, if it 
can afford thee or ihe public any advantage. My 
| firſt trial was upon an Aged Horſe, that for many 
years had been ſubject to 
Severe In fanumitioms about his Ankles and Feet. 

« The Tr: tors were uſed, when the parts were 
in a high ſtate of diſeaſe, the whole ſurface, from 
ſome inches above the hoof, being extremely in- 
flamed and tender, ard there was very evidently pro- 
daced a conſiderable abatement of the inflamma- 
tion. This relief was given, notwithſtanding the 
weather, at the time when the application was made, 
was extremely cold, and of conrſe very unfavoura- 
h'e to the complaint, Being obliged to ſend this 
horſe into the country, I had not an opportunity of 
| continuing the Practice, and effecting the cure. But 
| the caſe which afforded the moſt decifive evidence, 
| occurred in a Wazgou-Horſe, that received a 

Very ſewire Coutuſian 
in the lower part of his Sternum, or his breaſt-bone, 
: from a fall. The parts became highly tumefied, and 
| the animal in conſequence extremely lame. A far- 
rier wes employed, who made uſe of ſeveral reme- 
dies, bu without any reduction of the tumefaction 
or lameneis. In this tate of the complaint, the 
Tractors 
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Tractort were had recourſe to, and after cleanfing 


the parts from the oily and greaſy ſubſtances, which 
had beet uſed, they were drawn over the ſwelling, 
and extended down the arm of the leg» The effects 
of their application were very ſoon perceived, both by 
the removal of a great part of his lameneſs, and by the 
reduction of the tumor. As the uſe of the Tracters 
Was repeated, the hu1fe continually derived benefit, 
Matter being already formed, when they were firſt . 
applied, the tumefaction could not be entirely diſ- 
perſed, until this was diicharged. Tlie horſe has 
been in perfect health ever fince. We think we can 
obſerve a little ſtiffneſs in the leg which was lame, 
but this is not ſo confiderable as to injure the aui- 
mal, and indeed it is hardly perceptible. 

&© The fucceſs of the Tractors in theſe caſes, has in- 
duced me to commence a courſe of experiments on a 
valuable horſe of mine, in danger of loſing both his 
eyes from great inflammation and weakneſs. The 
complaint had been coming on for a long time, and 
the eyes were already nearly loſt, As Þ bave juſt 
began, I cannot yet inform thee of the reſult, but I 
have a pleaſure in ſaying, the proſpects are favoura- 
ble. The eye upon which I have applied them molt, 
is evidently amended.” 


The Author has been wade acquainted with ſe- 
veral other trials of the Tractors on Horſes, which 
have been attended with equal ſucceſs to thoſe already 
cited; but as written ſtatements of theſe have not 


been communicated for publication, he cannot take 


the liberty of detailing them, 
One caſe in particular of 

: An Enlargement and Lameneſs in the Knee, 

of a Horſe in the paſſeſſion of a Baronet, is very im- 
portant, and he regrets that the abſence ofthe owner, 
who performed the cure himſelf, deprives him of the 
opportunity of preſenting his ſtatement to the pub- 
lic. This lameneſs. and enlargement had been of fix 
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months duration, and was cured in four days by the 
frequent uſe of the Tractors. . 

As far as the experiments have gone, I am autha- 
rized in declaring, that the Metallic application has 
proved equally efficacious on Horſes 2s on the Human 
Body. Thoſe, who may be difpoſed to extend the 


benefit of the Tractors to the brute creation, will un- 


doubtedly ſeethe propriety of diſcriminating between 
diſeaſes which are proper for the Metallic Practice, 
and thoſe which are of a different deſcription. On 
this head, the operator will be beſt inſtructed by at- 


tending to what has already been ſaid on the diſeaſes 


of the human body. Sach as correſpond with theſe 
may expect fimilar effects. Thoſe complaints that 
ariſe, as it were, from an hereditary diſpofition, as 1s 
the fact in ſome horſes, it is hardly neceſſary to re- 
mark, will not find a permanent cure in the Trac- 
tors: but recent topical affections attended with great 
pain, will be found mult ſubject to the Metallic In- 
fluence. Tne judgment of the operator muſt be em- 
ploy ed in aſcertaining the prefence of pam. In this 
he wilt be atfiſtod by remarking the peculiar actions 
of the animal, and particularly hy obſerving, whether 
there is an uifual degree of heat, and a turgidneſs 
of. the blood veſſels on the parts. If the diſeaſe is 
ſeated in the limbs, a lameneſs generally attends. Too 
much atterition cannot be paid to cleanlineſs, and ten- 
dering the part, which is deſtined for the operation, 
perſectly free from all oily and greafy ſubſtances. 
As ſheep are generally covered with unctuous mat- 
ter, we maſt not expect to do them ſo much fervice 
as other. animals. When performing the applica- 
tion, unleſs from extreme inflammation the parts are 
very tender, the Tractors ſhould bedrawn harder over 
the {kin than on the human body, always obſerving, 
that the point of the inſtrument be introduced 
through the hair. 
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THE following Caſes were received after thefe 
ſheets were printed off. Their importance war- 
rants an inſertion of them in this place, 


Report of Exveriments with Perkins's Patent M-tallic 

Tra Tors in the Public Diſpenſar y of Sunderland, County 

0 1 d ſram the Min«e-Book by Mx. 

DGAR the Apo! car yy and approved by DR. BROWN, 
Phyſician to the In flitution. 


'Tromas BROWN, . 8, recommended by Mr. 


HEeuRTLEY, admitted May 30th 1799.—T. Browns 
Phyſician. | 


Violent Pain in the Head, orcafioniny Delirium. 


June 1ſt. The Tractors were applied 11 minutes 
during which time the pain gradually diminiſhed. 
It was likewiſe obſerved that the florid colour in his 
face diſappeared.—24d. The pain not ſo violent as 
yeſterday. He ſays he had a better day than he has 
experienced for ſome time; uſed the Traftors 10 
minutes; the pain totally left him.— 3d. A flight re- 
turn this morning, which was relieved as before.— 
— The application being repeated 15 minutes, he 

ound himſelf per fecthy eaſy. N. B. The delirium 
ceaſed after the firſt application. Diſmiſſed cured. 


Jonx HiLlr, E. 69, recommended by Mr. Hu r- 

rox, admitted June 1oth 1799.—A. Scor r, Phy- 

A ſevere Chronic Rheumatiſm in the Left Shoulder. 

Jane zith. The Tractors were applied in a direc- 

tion from his ſhoulder to his wriſt 5 minutes, Tren 
IA whic 
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which time the pains conſiderably leſſened. The 
operations were daily continued until the 18th, when 
he found himſelf perfectly well. Diſmiſſed cured. 


Gror2t Dicx5ox, &. 24, recommended by Mr, 
WrLAamM, admitted July 4th 1799.—T. Bzowr, 
Phyſician. 


Inflammation of the Eye, and violent Pain in both Arms, 


July 5th. Operated upon the eye 12 minutes; the 
inflammation ſubſided in part. Repeated the ſame 
at evening 15 minutes, and it was removed entirely. 
— 6th. The Tractors were applied 5 minutes on each 
arm with great relief. Repeated it at evening 18 


minutes, and the pains were eradicated.-Diſmiſſed 
cured, 


* '# 


Jonn DENTOoN, E. 38, recommended by Mr. 
Bray, admitted July 10th 1799.—T. Brown Phy- 


ſician. 
Rbeumatiſm, chiefly aſſecting the right Shoulder, 


Operated 8 minutes; he found much relief. At 
evening but little better as to pain; he was, how⸗- 
ever, able to move his arm much eaſier than before. 


Uſed the Tractors 15 minutes; the pain removed 


turther down the arm. Continued the application 
10 minutes longer; the pain was totally relie ved. 
This complaint had affected him ſeverely for ten 
years, Diſmiſſed cured. 


WILLIAM RocEtrsoN, E. 24, recommended b 
the Lon Bisyoe or DRAM, admitted July 11th 
1799.— T. Bxown, Phyſician. 


Violent Pains in the Loint and Head, with continual 
Sickneſs. ; 
July 12th. The Tractors were uſed 12 minutes: 
conſiderably relieved. At evening repeated for the 
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fame time; pains eaſy. —13th.- They were uſed 
twice, and he felt himſelf perfectly cured, This 
night he vomited a large worm. — 14th. No return 

his complaints. The ſickneſs left him after the 
<rſt application. Diſmiſſed cured. 


Grosch ArwmsTRONG, K. 8, recommended by 
Wi, PEARETH, Eſq; admitted Auguſt 8th, 1799. 


Acute Pain in the left Sheulder. 


Pr. Bow applied the Tractors himſelf, in the 
direction from his ſhoulder to his elbow, about 15 
minutes, which gave him much relief —gth. He 
complained of but very little pain, The applica» 
tions were repeated four or five times, when he Was 
diſmiſſed cured. 

— — 

_ |RonerxT FercvSoON, . 46, recommended by 
Mr. Grxanan, admitted Arguſt 19th, 1799.— A. 
Scor r, Phyſician, 


Severe Rheumatiſm'in his Loins, and adjacent Parts, 


' Auguſt zoth. The TraQors were applied, in a di- 
rection from his hip to his knee, 12 minutes, after 
which the pains were not fo ſevere. The applica- 
tion being repeated 14 minutes at night, he found 
the pain remove into his knee. — 21ſt. The Tractors 
were uſed ro minutes; he was much relieved. Re- 
the ſame at night, and the pain was removed 
to the ankle.— ad. The Tractors were applied twice; 
the pain left his ankle, and he found himſelf totally 
NG e cured. 
> — — — 

"Any SQUIRES, K. 55, recommended by Mr.“ 
Tuqursox, admitted September gth, 179g»—A. 
Scorr, » 


Acute. Pain i in the. Hip. 


Sug ien. Aon gnlames 39piication-of the Fres-* 
rors 


APPENDIX, 135 


tors gave her much relief. They were continued 


twice a day until the 14th, when ſhe was diſmiſſed 
cured, 


WILIA Topp, ZE. 8, recommended by Mr. 


T. Hoxx, admitted Sept. gthy 1799; —=A. Sco Ty 
Phyſician. 


I:flammation in the Eye, with violent Pain in the Head. 


Sept. 10th. The Tractors were drawn over the 
lid of the eye, and down the face, 12 minutes, dur- 
ing which the pain was relieved. At night the ap- 
plication was- repeated, and a copious diſcharge of 
water enſued; the inflammation ſubſided a little. 
713th. The Tractors were uſed as before, and it 
nearly ceaſed; the pain in the head entirely left him, 
The ſame was repeated 2o minutes at evening, and 
now the inflammation of the eye actually difap- 
peared. —Diſmitied cured. 


———— 


James SHARP, E. 25, recommended by Mr. 
Reev, admitted Nov. 18th, 1799.—A. ScoT Þy. 
Phyſician, 


* 


Severe Chronic Rheumatiſm in the Hip. 


Nov. 19th. The TraQors were applied 20 minutes, 
in a direction from his hip to his knee, which gave 
him great relief. At night it was as bad as before. 
On operating then 25 minutes, the pain was removed 
into the Knee,-Next morning, 20th, another ope- 
ration drew it into his ankle. At evening, on re- 
peating it, there remained little or no pain. —2 Iſt. 
The Tractors were uſed 30 minutes, after which he, 
found himſelf. perfectly relieved. They have been 

repeated daily ſince, merely to prevent a return. 
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To be bad by ihe Publiſhers of his Tra, Price 27. 6d. 
h by the ſame Auther : 


IneLuUtxcs of METALL1c TrRAcTORS on the 
Human Body, in removing Rheumatiſm, Pleuriſy, 
Gouty Affections, and various other painful Inflam- 
matory Diſeaſes; in which is given the Hiſtory of 
this Diſcovery, and the Experiments of Literary 
Characteis in America. 


* 4 Alſo, Price 55. in Boards, 400 Pages, 


ExPERIMENTS WITH THE METALL1C TRAC> 
Toks, as publiſhed by ProyrtssorRs HERrnHoLDT 
and Rarn, of the Royal Academy of Sciencesy 
Copenhagen: to which are added, Reports of about 
1 50 Caſes in England, demonſtrating the efficacy of 
the Metallic Practice in a variety of complaints upon 
the Human Bob, and on HonsESs; communi- 
cated by Medical and other reſpectable Characters. 


N. B. All perſons who are in poſſeflion of the 
Tractors, ſhould alſo own the above works, as every 


* circumſtance pertaining to the Metallic Practice is 


in them treated of much more copiouſly than in the 
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